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tongue-shaped and evidently the seat of tnbercular depoait, The thyroid
body was slightly inorcased in size, retaining however its natural form.
Its texture was completely changed ; it was of o cartiloginous consistence;
had a waxy feel, and was completely ane@mic. I, in short, exhibited the
appearunces frequently ohserved as the result ofstruma. The spleen ‘was
in a state of hyperiemia.

ART. XVII.—NMedical Coroners. By A. Von IrrLanp, M.D., Vice
President of the College of Physicians and Surgeons, C.E. &c.,
Grosse Isle,

The medical profession, however closely identified with the general
interests and happiness of the people, has seldom met with that appre-
ciation on the part of Goveruments, which its importance and useful-
ness to the sociul fabrie, ought at all times to claim; I was therefore
gratified to perceive by yvour excellent editorial in the August number
of the Medical Chronicle, that so important a subject, as the necessity
of selecting Coroners by our Provincial Government, from among the
best educated and most respoctable members of the medical profession,
had also enguged your attention.

It is not iy intention of tnking a vetrospective view of the numerovus
inquests, on cases of the highest intcrest and importance, which for
many years have fullen under my immediate observation in Lower Ca-
nada, and which have sometimes evidenced, not only the most culpable
ignorance on the part of Coroners, in guiding tho investigation of juries,
but have frequently resuited in impunity to crimes of the most flagrant
character. Avd I need scurcely advert to the enormous expenses which
have uunnecessarily been incurred by the Province, by entrusting the
attainment of the ends of justice, to men whose acquirements rendered
.them totally inadequate to the fulfilmeut of the office.

Have we not seen, in times of irresponsible Government, and per-
haps sinco it has assumed a responsible character, lnwyers, yet unquali-
fied in the opinion of the mnembers of that profession, to practice in the
Court of Justice, (I make the amende to one of the late Coroners
of Montreal, as a gentleman of high attainments, and now placed in'a
position to exercise them), uppointed to the offive of Coroner., Itis
surely inconsistent, if not absurd, to place such men in a situation where
they are to become the exgoundexs of scieuce in its rarer, ands more
obscure bearings, and when.it is often unecessary to lay bare betore a
Jury all thoge difficult and abstruge subjects, on which, if not from bis-



