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life, eighty-three are now in their graves; the majority of the twenty
survivors linger with a fearful malady; and a few oniy walk appa-
rently unscathed among the living, but in hourly fear of an out-
break of the disease which has carried away such numbers of their
fellow-diners.

They had all eaten of a poison at that festive board, the virulence of
which far surpasses the reported effects of aqua tophana, or of the more
tangible agents described in tozicological text-books. It was not a poison
administered by design or negligence; it was a poison unknown to all
concerned ; and was eaten with the meat in which it was contained, and
of which it formed a living constituent.

When the festival at Hettstidt had been finally determined upon,
and the dinner had been ordered at the hotel, the keeper of the tav-
ern arranged his bill-of-fare. The introduction of the third course,
it was settled, should consist, as usual in those parts of the country, of
Rostewurst und Gemtise. The Rostewurst was, therefore, ordered at the
butcher’s the necessary number of days beforehand, in order o allow of
its beiug properly smoked. The butcher, on his part, went expressly to
a neighoring proprietor, and bought one of two pigs from the steward,
who had been commissioned with the transaction by his master. It
appears, however, that the steward, unfortunately, sold the pig which the
master had not intended to sell, as he did not deem it sufficiently fat or
well-conditioned. Thus the wrong pig was sold, carried on a barrow
to the butcher, killed and worked up into sausages. The sausages were
duly smoked and delivered at the hotel. There they were fried and
served to the guests at the dinner-table.

On the day after the festival, several persons who had participated in
the dinner were attacked with irritation of the intestines, loss of appetite,
great prostration and fever. The number of persons attacked rapidly
increased, and great alarm was excited in the first instance by the
apprehension of an impending epidemic of typhus fever or continued
fever, with which the symptoms observed showed great similarity. Bat
when, in some of the cases treated by the same physician, the features of
the illness began to indicate at first acute peritonitis, then pneumonia of
a circumseribed character, next paralysis of the intercostal muscles and the
muscles in front of the neck,the hypothesis of septic fever, though sustained
inother cases, had to be abandoned with respect to these particular cases.
Some unknown poison was now assumed to be at the bottom of the out-
break; and an active inquiry into all the circumatances of the dinner
was instituted. Every articlo of food and material was subjected to a
most rigid examination, without any result in the first instance. But



