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CLA5:ý1F1CAT!ON 0F THE 11IIN IIACE.-BY TIUE REV. PROF. OSiRSS F 1100OFlSTYR.

Thuis subjcct was introduced to the notice of Lne Section withi a view of sbiewing
the imiportance of sonie comprehiensible classification of the varieties of tho h1u1111n
riacc, in order to the correct observation of dihose tacts upon which one school of
ethnologises foundcd their opinion that niankind consisted of sevcral species, or of
one species planted *in several centres of' creation. To illustraite the difficulties ini
tho way of classificqtion, Pr-of. Anderson inentioned thatViréy divided tbe race into
two spceies-the white and the yvellow ; the black and the brown. But many diffi-
culties interfère witb the classification. Take, for instance, the Aruibians-the
purest of the Seniitie races-audhle found the Avab in one place -with liglit h10:r
and bine eyes, while in the bot regions of tbc desert the Ar-ab,-vcry nearly
approached the Negro. The same changes occurred iii the flindoos and great
Iranian races, as they despended froin tbe mnountains to the luot deltas of the rivers
and to the sea coast. This was also to be remark-ed in Africai; so that flue distinc-
tion into whîite and yellow, blackc and brown, foruned no really useful classification.
Jacquenot spoke of thrce species of mca; flumoulin of eloyen, of which thue flrst
*was the Celto-Scyth Arab, the meaning of which lic could not*diviue. Colonel St.
Vincent made eloyen species; anud Luke B3urke, the cditor of the Eth.nologist,
mnade sixty-tluree; whule Dr. Mortou's postbuinous wor<s'iade twentv faniilies,
ecd of wliclî lie plainly lookzed on as a distinct species. Tiiese could uuot ail bc riglit.
.Again, Agassiz coiusidered that there were at least ecglt, and perbaps a tbousand
centres of creation, tliouglî there was but one species; but there wcîc mnany diffi-
cultios about that thcory, as it wvould require a new mniracle of creation for cadi
supposed centre; and it was a good rule iii physics not to nllow newv creations
cxcept wbere tluey wcrc absolutcly rcquired. Hoe concluded by sayiug tbat lie
thouglit the proper attitude for Etlunologists at present was to hold ail theories as
provisional, kceping theniselves ready to -ive an unprejudiced consideration to,
120W facts whenever they appeared.

ON TIIE DREAE5 S 'NTIE SUeCESSION 0F LIFE IN TUIE BRIISHi ROCKE.-BY PROF. A.

C. ILAYSAY.

iProfessor Rainsay, of tbe Geological Survey of Great Britain, who :tteuded tie
meeting as tic representative of tlic London Genlogical Society, decaribcd the
phieal breaks, and the breaks in the succession of life, whiclî appear to be
establislicd by tic palouotologieai study of Uhe Britishu rocks. Iu illustration lie
cxhibited a chart to show the fossiliferous strata of Great Britain in tîxcir chrono-
logical order, sud thé iinber of genera andi speciee of fossils foîîud in eac>, ais
xwell as the numuber -wbiel pass fr-oun one series to tbe iiext above. 11e tien dis-
cussefi tie probable causes at worlz to produce tie phienoniena under consîderation,
and cxpressed bis belief titat the extinction of the affnial and vegetable speries of
fo!Ssils was owing to physical changes simnilar t» those wic are constantly in
operation at tic present time-.


