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tO glean inucli useful and interesting information
'concerning the early and past history, the progyress,
,airns and statistics of the University of B ishop's College.'
To you, as the more iinmediate agrents in carrying into
execution the enlightened and benevolent objects of its
Projectors, I consider that ail praise is due for the
<ýGOirage, perseverance and truly patriotic spirit wvhiciî
lias been. displayed in the discharge of vour duties-
Ostructed, as you must have been, n ot only by the
'faterial obstacles and trials to whichi I have already
Qlluded. but also by that absence of appreciation of the
advanta(yes of tiniversity education wvith which you
hiave hiad to contend, and in consequence of wvhich
there has l)een the furtiier discoitragernent of a compa-
ra«tiv-e paucity of number of students coming forward
tO avail thernselves of your instruction. Your religious
Character, your repuitation as a I)ody of learned men,
Qnld the proofs already afforded of the quality of your
'Vork. as evidenced by the men who have gone fo"rthi
from ,the institution to occupy various positions of
honor and usefulness in our comrnunity, are sufficient
gulara:ttees to the public that the youth entrusted to
Youir care are sure to receive here intellectual and
Mloi-al training of the highest order. 1 think also, thiat
110* discouragements of the kind to which 1 have
Qliuded should have the efi'ect of lessenin gi your future
efforts since the history of ail, or nearly aIl , of the now
leadin'~ institutions on this continent, many of which
hlave.enicouintered similar or greater obstacles, does no[
di'fier much frorn your own. Permit me, as a sincere
friend of your cause, that of university education i

P'operly so called, to express to yoti my congratulations
IlPoin wvlat I know of the value of your unostentatious
exertions in that behaif, and at the same time, nmy liope
thlat the generous action of vour co-religionists, 'and of
Ril who desire that university education should flou rishi
amnlongst us, may soon furnish you wit1î the means
'Iecessary to recoônstruct your edifce, lately destroyed
by lire, on a scale commensurate with your highaims
1111d objeets. In a community like ours, the acqui-
8tion of a knowledge of the French language and
literature should, I think, be encouraged or facilitated
'Y special provision, flot only in the lowver grades of
educational institutions, but also in the highiest. I
Perceive, indeed, that mention is made of the Frenclh
!angiouaga i one of your printed prospectuses, but tlîis

I) presuime, in connection only -%vith your Junior
d.partmen~t. It seems to me that sucli educational
lsplays as were witnessed in the international expo-

%ltion held at Philadeiphia have a most usef ul tendency
tO promote the cause of education. I think that every
'Provincial institution, high and low, should preserve
ýtrong its archives specimens of the work of its pupils-
W'hethfer exercises, theses, answers to examination
qUestions5 draw.Nings, or other kinds of wvork. Should
SLlch expositions be hereafter set in operation here on a
Plrovincial scale, it is my hope, in that case, that even
Olir Universities will flot flot disdain to co-operate. I
alm far from desiring to witniess between our local
!iliversities that sort of competition for students which
IS iraplied when the standard of instruction, and that
'11POn which degrees ini arts are conferred, are lowered,

5as to admit pupils unqualifled, b'y previous p repa-
raIti 011 to be enrolled on the College I ists, or gra d nates
tO be multiplied by granting degrees to young men
rio Ssessing attaiuments in literature and science, but
Yetl LIIiglier than can be gained by atteodance for a fewv

Yars at an ordinary school or academy. Even if we
'Ieto have arnongst us but comparatively fewv gradtiates
oui- universities, let us at least have those who have

re4lly earned the distinction, so that the aeadenie
decre niay implyvwliat it is iinten(led to siginifhy-.

I amn aware that the faculty of Bishop's College main-
tain standards in respect both of matriculation and of
graduation, which must tend to enhance, in the esti-
mation of the public, the character and qualification of
those who as students take their collegiate course here
with greater or less distinction, and then devote them-
selves to a professional career. If sufficiently high
standards be not adhered to, even at the risk of having
comparatively fewv students to partieipate in the regular
courses of instruction given, then the proper objeets of
University education are, in a measure, trifled with, the
degrees granted carriy with them. no weight in the
public eye, and injury is doue to the professions propor-
tional iii amouint to the number of those graduates wvho
enter them. Permit me, in conclusion, to ton ch upon
one other point. Ours is a mixed commnnity, composed
of parts which dilter in respect of origin, race, descenmt
andcreed. Our population comprises persons of every
shade of religions and political sentiment. We posses-
an extensive territory, while our climate land otlier
external circumstances are such as to impose nece ssity
for the constant exercise of indnstrv and [abor, direc:ed
by intelligence and skill, in order that we and our
posterity may prosper as a people, and turn to good
account the vast natural resources ivhich the Almighty
lias so bountifully bestowed. At the same time,-on our
own representations of our requirements and w'ants,
wve have conferred on us a potitical constitution, framed
and grauted by the cornbined wîsdom. and benevolence
of the Sovereign and Parliament of Great Britain, ever
the true friends of the inhabitants of Canada, which
guarantees to aIl the inestimable advantages of r'eligions
and civil liberty. But to arrive at the fuît enjoymclit
of the natural, political and social advantages thus
placed within our reach, it is plain that the sentiments
of concord and harmony must exist iii the minds aumd
dispositions of ail our people. Our- past history proves
that, in our cornmunity, there is s pecial occasion for tho
cultivation of those sentiments. Considering the ini-
pressible nature of the minds of youth and the perma-
lientL character of the influence exercised upon them by
the training and instruction which they receive at school
and college, it becomes the patriotic duty of the mana-
gers of ail our public institutions, whether universities,
colleges, acadernies, model or elementary schools, to
neyer lose siglit of the point to which I now advert.
Our young people, the pupils of the day, are soon to go
forth to occupy their varions positions in life in a mixed
community. I thin k it fitting, tha t througl out their
course of instruction and training, their instructors
should judiciously bring to bear uponi them sncli ait
influence as shahl make them thoroughly comprehiend

Ithat whatever their national descent or creed uîay be,
thev wvill bc cailed uipon to live together as fellow-
citizens, to labor side by side on this soul of Canada
%vhich has, in the p ast, been moistened by the b)100( of
so mnay generous d efenders and devoted mnen. 1 think
that sp2cial care and forethought should be coustantly
exercised in habituating them to the practice of repelling
from thieir minds all thou'ghts of jealousy hatred and
enivy, iii view of the sociaY and political duties wvhich
nîay hereafter devolve uipon them in such a commun itv
as ours. They xviii thus become disposed to treat w~idiI
respect,' the views, sentiments and institutions of ait
sections of the population amidst which they are to pass
their lives, to cherish the love of xvhatever is dear to
att as a nation-and to realize, in the interest of the
common wveali, that concord and harmony, founded on
intutaI sen timehnts of liberîility and forbearance, miust,
chararterise their social intercourse. To the youth or'
this institution i would say ,white your prize the
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