
Pdlix Neff.

titat wvere hiurled down by te ivin-
ter's storm, partaking of the coarse
l'are and imiperfeet sîtelter of te
peasant's buit, and never allotitig
lîiiself any repose or relaxation, be-
cause te ignorance of the pour peu-
pie wbo %vere iittruste1 Lu 1uis charge
tvas su great, titat nothing but in-
cessant activitv on bis part could
surniouint tiue evils. Mr. Gilly lias
jîstly observed, speaking iii Itis clia-
racLer of ait Engigliî clergytuait, Il It
is well that we should see howi liard
soîne of our brethreni wurk, aîtd htow
biard Lhey live ;aîîd thiat wce should
discover, Lu our htumiliationi, thiat iL
is not aiwavrs wliere tlîeîe is thie
greatest numl)er of preaeliers that the
word Lakes deepost toot."

Wbeil bis arrivai tvas expeete(l in
certain bianilets, wltosc rotzation to ho
visiLed wvas supposcd to be coining
round, iL wvas delightful to sec te
cottagres send forth teir iltîabitatits,
to Nvateh the coîning of te beloved
minister. "Cone Lake your diiiter
with us." "Let tie prepare your snp-
per." Il Pernmit nie tu give tip nîv bed
Lu vou," were re-cehoed froii anv a
voice; and thoni iLre wvas nuthliî
in te repast whiclî denoted a feast-
day, yet neveu' tas festival obsorvvd

wihgreater rejocing tlian by those
wli s)ar(ltliirrye-brcad adpt

Lage witb te pastur Nei(ff. IL wvas on
these ucca-siotis tliat lie uh)taiiie( a
perfect knowledge of the peuple;
questioning tlheni about sncb uft'Lîeir
duntestie coitcerus ,,,s lit- ighiit b e slp-
posed Lo Lake ait iiîterest ini, aus weli
as ab)out titeir spiritual conditiou, aîîd
jiîudiîîg wbere lie could be useful hotlu
;a secular adviser and a rciigious

ýýCoînî1se1lor. Il Cuuld ail thieir cbildren
!read ? I-ad Lhîey any wvants that he
:cuuid relieve ? Any doibfts tat lue
<uuld reniove? Anv affi icLinwlitcre-
iliet could le a conifortcr ?"

IL ivas tlius tat lie was the fatiter
ur his floek, and mastter of. their af'-
fe(ctioiusaiitLiteit' l)iiti0ut'- anu wlîen
the senior., askced for bis biessing, aud

the eidren took hold of lus hands
or bis knces, lie feit ait the fatigue
of his long journeys pass away, and
becaîne recruitcd wvith freshi strengtlî.
But l'or the igbl aud holy feelings
wvIieh sustained him, it is inmpossible
th)at lie could liave borne Ul) against
bis nicirous touls and exposures even
for te fev months in -wbieh lie thus
put his constitution to the trial.,
Neitîter rugged paths, nor the indle-
ment weather of these Alps, wvhieli
wuvuld change sometimes from suin-
shine to rain and from raixi Lo sîcet,
and front sect to snow ; nor snow
decep uînder foot, and obseuring the
view wlien dangers lay thick on bis
road ; nothing of titis sort deterred
iii froni setting out, ivith bis staff in

bis bauds, and bis wallet on bis back,
wben lie iimined that bis duty sum-
moned him." 1 have been assured
by those who have received bim iii
tlicir hiouses at such times, that lie
bias corne iii chully, wct, and fatigued,
or exhausted by sudden transitions
froim excessive bieat to piercing cold;
aud thiat after sitting dow%,n a few
minutes, lus elastic spirit,, would seemn
Lu renovate bis sinkiug franie, and lie
%voul(1 enter into diseourse with ait
the miental vigour of one w~ho tvas
neither w earicd nor languid. When
lie wvas flot risidleut at thleprcsbyter-y,
lie Nvitq the guest of soute peasant,
who found hini willing to live as lie
lived, and Lo inake a scanty .meal of
suup-îîîeagre, often without salt or
bread, and to retire to rcst in the
saine apartmnient, where a numierous
faunily wcrv crovded Logether, amnidst
ail the incouveniencies, of a dirty and
smnokY liovel.

But the benevolent pastor of te
Ilighi Alps wvas intent upon iinprov-
ing te condition of bis people as to
phtysical comfort, at the saine ime
lie pr<)elainied to thcmn the hopes aud
consolations of religion. Ilis first at-
tenîpit wvas to inipart to themn an idea
of domiestie couvenience. Chimucys
and windowvs to their 'hovels were


