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fling ifito it at present. In fact, it is
quite likely that a majority of wor-
Shipping people to-day, would tell us
that, on the whole, we Presbyterians
have rather erred on the side of hav-
lflg OUr services too bald and severe,
thani in havitig them conducted witb
too much attention to artistic effect.
Anld stili, as we are ever and anion
remûinded, we have many in our church
wvho object to ail instrumenital music
anid to musical adornment in anv formi
il Our public worship. An extremne
Clise of this kind was met by the writer
'- summer or two ago in the person of
a go0d old Highlander, living in one
If our remote mission fields. He
had been visiting a western town in
which there are two Presbyterian
churches. One ofthese had an organ,
the other had not. Our friend, by
ITistake, strayed into the former on
Sabbath, and did flot discover bis
error tili the service commenced.
S0 00 , to bis horror, the organ began
to Play. He did flot think it would
be' proper to leave the building then;
but) said he : IlI prayed the Lord if
ever 1 might get out of that place
alive, to think of that thing playing
'11 the church and on a Sunday 1"

rStch a case as this would probably
ePreserit a position, the very opposite

of that represented in the instances
ldduced by Dr. Robinson. But it is

f leither of tiiese extremes that we
Wish to speak here. The first is so

tlofiofthY distortion and misconcep-
t'O"fth very idea of public worship,
be Ct only needs to be mentioned to
) Ofldemned by every right thinking

Pers 0 ; while the other, though it is
"'il' suPported by men whose character
ali Position certainly entitie their

"ilosto respect, is gradually losing,
8"Idand in ail likelihood will soon

die out'
But there is another position> takcn
Yrnany good, thinking people, to

wvhich it is more especially the object
or this article to cail attention. We

are told by some, that they have no
objection to the use of an organ or
choir as a means of leading the sing-
ing of a congregation ; but they ask
us what end is served by the anthems
of the choir, or by solos from different
members of il. They inquire wbat
part these have in the worship of God,
or what there is of praise or edification
in the voluintaries of the organist.
Are not these anthems, solos, volun-
taries, etc., intended, or at ail events
do they not serve, merely to afford
pleasure to the congregatiofi, and
gratify the taste of those rnusically in-
clined ? And is flot this out of place
in a church service ? Is it not even
rather inconsistent with the Christian
idea of Sabbath observance-the ob-
servance of a day on which we are to
honour the Lord, flot doing our own
ways, nor finding our own pleasure,
nor speaking our own words ?

This is surely a niatter worth con-
sidering. Let us see what can be said
in answer to these questions, and in
favour of introducing these musical
performances into our church service.
And first of ail, we must remember
that praise is not the only thing that
sacred singing is intended to secure.
Doubtless, it is one of the things;
and as far as the service of praise is
concerned, the ideal church music is
that in which as many of the congre-
gation as p)ossible join heartily. But,
as the inspired Psalms show us, it is
right and appropriate that God's

promises and warnings should be sung
for the comfort and edification of
one another. Sermons may be sung
as well as preaclied. The story of the
ninety-and-nine told in song, bas

helped to bring more than one soul

to the Saviour. And singinig, when
intended to serve these ends, is even
better done by a choir or by one
person th an by the whole congregation.
And surely in ail this there is nothing
unbefitting God's day or His most
solemn worship.


