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THE MYSTERY 0F DRESS
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"And the) were both nakvd, t. -man and hib
wife, and svere not ashiamed "-t ,xeç'îs 11. 25

IAnd wure not aslbaîîîed.'* Wlierefore
this qualification ? Il i, to iinply that
nakedness, and shane wverc nuL. oritgînilly
Iinked tgtr-aîi,, tliat (Jud did nul
constitu-ýc their union , aînd c.crn rcasoii
tells u, tmat artifici il Ll'>t>iln!, Was ail
after-thou.lbt, for if (3od inade man per-
fect. a, lie did il the uther crcalures, wlîy
should L.e, unlilie thein, iieed aiiy
supplcaietnt to biis sliin ? No, lie %vas nl
ashanird, )e-aus-e lie tvas not self-
COàiSCliiIîs. Li1ke the herds and the ilocks,
lie ki.viv mil that lie was îiiked, and so
was i) Mitre abhaîned of being as God
made 1 lin thia> thcy wverc. 111 a1 Iword,
hie kîîew necithier gooi nor cvil within or
witiot. anid thieref *re i uuld not make
ans' disi,wituî letwce;i l'eîr.. liaked and
being î%lthied. But ,in - pened bis
eyes"-- *baî 1, il creatcdj self cliîscwuas-
ness;, aîîd lie knew what lit: di-1 nul kniow
before, -'xhat lie w.îs naked "-niaked in
body and in soî.Bat %%Il% sh.î)uld lie
bc ashanied of this tiwo foîld ii.kednesi>?

.As to bis l,îu1i%, ih nas u:ca.d but
lus soul being Iu'jî.ssesed In3 self-

that Ç<îC'slslàchcld a Lîad and
guilty con-.cieîuîe, whicli îîsefroi lits
soul t-i is, bod . nma<e hîm aslianied,
pronupted himin to ide bIs; lmndily shic
by tvearin-g n -nufaç-t tiret] clotbing. and
the shaîne of lus s.uIy lidili-z froin the
presece oif God. lBui tut-liber of thlese:
rudinîentary cover ing, ie re suffirirnt.
An apron of fi.eae otild itst rovür
the liaked body. iior coeld a secrcenti
leaves cover ulie naked Z.u *"ids, v- -ire
Soon tore if thesc ilhrniy JrieI\ts, and,
afterc'onv,"ction and sentenice, tie sîipplied,
Ccoats of skin" for t.,eir biodies, a-id a

promise oif redem;îuîion for ibecir %ouls,.
Mtoretswer, alas ! MI .-\daîîu -. sons and

daughîe i s t-ore into the %vorld ivith Ile
sanie cons'cious l'o fold nakecdness and
shame, -wirh thcy endeavor ïo hidc b)y
artificial rlothing aîîd seclf. ritgh îousntss
for Ille soul, and until God ' vt ice pursues
and arrests them, thecy arc conmlacent
withi their double invrention. whetluer their
clothing be the aprons of bavagcs, or the
manufacture oif Parisian millincrs and
tailors, and whether ihetr reitgion bc

the fétish:sn- of .Xfrica or îlîe pscudo-
1 hAristîauity uf Euirope. Wlcn owever,

the queutiunsi reaciied the Lo>.ered and
sleeî>,y (onscience, -Adani where art
'hou ? - W'%li told ilhe that tbou wast
naked?" ie scif riglitt uis coetiîng is torn
alid stattercd, tu the vdb anîd the soul
stands, rîi1 '11cu.s iPà>~ wî.kcdîîcss anîd
shaîîîe' w~hile fashion 1iý conteunptuoubly
discredîtted as tle li.iiiieftil develujîrnent,
of prîtneval fig, leaves, Whiai, now, can
Co% Cr the soiul\ iiakednc>s, flot cuuîîy froîn
Ille Ce t f Ille Cuisciceî, but also fronu
the c)e oif Gud ? 'l'le aîiswer is, îîothing
but Cliri't Vleîî the coniscience becs
Him à~s the îîerfcî resîîoîîse lu ce'ery
Di>vine cdaimi, ail guili anîd shanie dis-
apîtears, and God cati lie curiffontedi,

nuloil un] iitliotut alarni, btut willi fuil

Mati is liot no%%, liunsever, as lie tvas
in l>aradise-î,îucentî, ignorant, naked
and hhavles -ua kîîtîinlg good and

c% i'l,* scif-coiîsioub, àîuîful. *ttid yet uot
alh.îuîed, if a (jîristiau, becalube Christ is
te Il ,utf1rient answer iii the conbcieiîce

tuo >>i 5e anîd reliviitted sinî. i urtlier-
monre:, iii uroportîin as colnsclence 15

i-ulti%.atcîl anîd de'teluiped. si) îs the sense
uf moral gumît and budîi3 _-haine; lence
cîjîdrenl aîd .- ivaeb wîîlu a rudînîieiita:-y

coniciîci<c arc oîut little >eussuble of Ille
diiferenirv. I)lîeiee righi anid wvruug, and
of the uifert-iice bueîwcen bcing uîaikcd
aîîd betgclothic d Beliold, t heu, tlîe
vile -ogi tf dress, .- îîd tonsîder the
moîîstrîîîs lîrela.ustcrousîîess of being,
Iruud of il. A,, vel'. miglit a cun%,ic.t be
val> ot is glitte. iîîg and iaiîkîîîgl letters,
the %e-î> badg: i)f Ilis crime and litinmsh-
niient. a1s mlefi .tnld woinen be vain of
ttliti cliii lies, whîèclî, besides being tie
badge uit ticir infamy, us the plîindered.
skmn, liair. wool aîîd feathers. of innocent
creaures., anîd a nccssary cvii in an
unredeemed liody, a partially sanczified,
soul. and a cliaiî.gcd atmosphere. Oh,
hîappîy day wbvien Isclf-cuîîsciousness
shahl ix replaced b>' ant absorbing con-
tempîlation of God.-wbieil ilie new hecaven
and the nien cartli shail take tic place
of thîs, bligbîced aîîd disurganized creation,
and when, a-, the rculi of Chirist's victor>
over deaîlî, the redtemed body, like His,
shail leave lis grave-clothes benealli the
st>il. aund srep forith incorruptible. glorified,
anîd nut ashianicd.
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