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both the boys’and girls’schools. While Fidelia Fiske was asking God for

wisdom to guide four or five girls that she had discovered to be inquir-

ing for salvation, Mr. Stoddard came to tell her of four or five boys in
his school much distressed on account of sin. It was as though, with-
outthe knowledge of either party as to the other’s work, the same blessing
had been given at the same hour from the samesource to meet the same
need.  The two schools now met in common and were taught of the
remedy for sin, and those young children bowed in the presence of the

angust realities of the unseen world. The wave of revival swept over

those schools, submerging all other themes of thought for the time. It

was Sabbath all the week. The whole house was a sanctuary. The

Nestorian women thronged the house, and often till midnight Miss
Fiske was guiding these awakened souls, and then heard them pray-
ing from midnight till morning. The work went on until but two
pupils over ten years of age remained unmoved. Nothing more
remarkable in the history of missions has been seen than those chil-
dren voluntarily seeking places for private prayer, and there remain--
ing for prolonged communion with God, literally bathing the Bible
and the very floor of their secret closet with tears! The villages round

about were blessed. The children’s prayers reached their distant

homes, and the blessing fell there also. Plowmen and common

workmen, with plow or spade in hand, preached Christ. And not

only s0: those young girls who had found salvation were found

pleading with middle-aged women to accept Jesus as Saviour.

3. Again, the power of God was seen in utter transformation of
character and life. Fear had constrained many a girl not to steal
Jest she should be discovered and exposed ; but it was some other
impulse that now led to the confession of sins long ago committed and
to s diligentand self-denying effort at long delayed reparation. There
were saints developed from those Nestorian children that deserved to
be ranked among those of whom the world was not worthy, whose
mature knowledge and piety put to shame the attainments of aged
Christians. There were deaths that compelled those Nestorians to
look upon death as never before, as well as lives that compelled them
to believe in & new power of which they had never dreamed! "The
very ground became holy on which some of those young feet trod, that
were found only a short time before hopelessly bemired in the filth of
Persian homes.  Stolidity and stupidity had given way before a quick-
cing influence that was like an electric shock for suddenness, but
like sunshine for power to illumine and quicken. Those who have
believed conversion to be but another word for human reformation
should have been in Fidelia Fiske’s school in the winter of 1845 and

1§46, aud seen how God works in answer to prayer, and makes the
desert blossom as the rose!



