
M4ISSION~S IN TUE LEVANT. LÂ.

from ail. Exccpt in special and rare cases, not a Bible or Testament,
not even a Gospel, is given aivay. This is not because Americani Christ-
lans are unwillin« te «jvc, but because, in the 'experieiice of al], frec
distribution of the sacred books cuts at the very rmots of thiat Self-
respect and sense cf the Bible's worth, without wvhich thiero cani bc no
strcng Christian character developed. It is aise nover forced upen tho
attention of any. Oordially, carnestly, kindly, is it offeredl; but lie iwhe
takes it must do se, of bis own free wvill, under ne external pressure.
Undoubtedly sucli pressure mig,,lit be used as to, greatiy iincrease the
sales. Sometimes it bias been used, but always with loss rather than gain.

A hiall century of experience lias shown thiat, as a rule, ini the Levant,
the best resuits arc reached £rom p]anting the Bible iu individutal
hcarts, rather than by sewing it broadcast.

EVANGELISTIC PREACflING.
Somnetimes preceding the colporteur, sometimes aecompanying,

sometinies following hlm, alwvays in heartiest symipathiy withi him,
is the preacher. Now M1ethodist, now Presbyteriani, againCogg-
tionalist, or sturdy descendant of the Scotch Covenanter, ivithi various
naines, but one heart ; differing uniforms, but one flag. His one pur-
pose te shiow% the Bible as a rie of faitli, but stili more ýa guide in
life. lience, lie secks te understand and synipatliize ivith the life
about lîluti. This was tlic lardest task of thc missionary whlen lie him-
self ivas the only preaclier in tlic early days of the work. It is no
easy thing to enter iute tho life of a strange pcople, get accustomed to
new habits of thouglit and language, Iearn to, put old truthls ln nciv
liglts, and none realize it se, keenly as thiose whei have tried it. One
principie bxas bec» coustantly made clearer. A man, to, ia-ve genuine,
*]astiug powcriwitli mon, mnust be hîimself. Just so far as.an America,,11
in dealing with Turk or Arab, Grock or Jacobite, eases to bc aui
American, and becomes an Oriental, just se kir lie ]oses bis powver te
cenvince, persuade, lielp. This is net niatter cf theory onlly, but cf
experience. Over and over again bias the effort been miade te acord
the daily life of the missionary te, that of the people zwmeng wliom lic
labors, aud it lias ever bec» dcnmoustrated te, bc flot oîîly iipracticable,
but unwise. The missionary nmust romain a iiissionarv. lecver
decep anid streng luis synp-Athy with. the peele. lie net 011ly rcanue1t,
but lic ouglit net te becoine eue cf tlicm. Ilus best power for geod
dcpends upc» his prescrving ]lis own individuality, and thiat mnust bc
national as well. as persena-,l. Withi the growth of the wvork tlio pliy-
sical impolssibility of the missionary's reaclîing all wheo sougblt te learui
btczimc increasigly appairent. Thns lias ariseîî a great body cf native
pracliers-nien dr-awn frorm every class and wvalk ini life--%iî, çnitlier-
ing frein personal %conitact %Vithu the missiona-ry the iniluiente e! ]lis life
anci thouglit, assimilatiing it te tlieir ewn national cliaracter, go forth
too tke tkeuads e! ti&ir fellow-couutrymen, aud vitiu tkum~ ure d%0vcl-

[JAN.,


