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therofore, abound as fossils; but an cxtinct group (tho ilfosasauroid8>
was marine in its habits, and bas consequontly beon pretty fully pro-
sorved. The Crocodilia, again, aro so esscntially aquatie in thoir
habits, that their comparative froquoncy ia aqucous doposits is no
matLcr of ivonder, especially if wo rocolloot tliat many of tho extinct
niombers of the oréor seema to bave frequonted the sca itself. 0f the
extinet orders o? Reoptiles the groat Ic1dIhyosauri, and tho.PZ.eiosauri
and their allies, '«vere marine in~ tixeir habit,%, andl their remins occur
i.n what may fairly be called profusiGn. The flying Reptiles or
Pierodlactyles would nlot seeni to have any botter chance of being pro-
served than birds, if as good; yet their romains occur by no means
very rarely in certain formations. Tho terrestrial Deiîzosaurs, again,
corne very muoh undor the Iaws which regulato the presorvation of
Mamuials as fossils; and thoir romains are chiefly, but nlot oxclusively,
to he found in fluviatie deposits.

As regards, .Iird8, their powors of flight, as poînted ont by Sir
Charles Lyell, would save thom froni many destructive agencies, an
the lightnesà of thoir bonos would favour the long floating of the
body in water and thus inecase the chances of its being dovoured by
predaceous animais, In accordanco with thos considerations, tho
most ahundant romains of birds are referable te large wingloss fornis,
te '«hidi thc power of saving theinselvos froni their enemies by fligt
v«as denied, 'whist most of thse boues '«ere fifled '«itis marrow insteadI
Of air. Noxt ater these corne the remains of birds which frequent
the sen-shore, lakes, estuaries, or rivers, or which delight ln niarshy
situations.

A.s regards 2fammaLs, the record is far froni boing a full one, and
froni obvious causes. The great majority o? 3Mammals live on land,
and, therefore, are not likoly to be buriod ln aqueous and espeeialIy
marine accumulations. That this cause la the chief one '«hidi has
operated igainst the frequont preservation o? Marnmalian. remains is
shown by the fact that '«hon '«e exhume an old l'and-surface amongat
the Inter rocks, the remains of Mammals xnay bo found in tolerable
plenty. The strietly aquatie Mammals--Whaes, Dlphins, and the
like--are, o? course , mueli more likely te have been preserved aéý
fossils than the terrestrial. fornisg; but their '«ant of integrumentary
bard 'structures places thiexh at a disadvýautage ln this respect, a'
compar.ed '«itis fishes. In a general way, we niay conojude flint t'he
preservaiâûi of the terrestrial'Mammals as 'fossils is due te the com-


