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er of a marine-store, or 1 «junk" sbop, is capable of doubt, because hie appeared disposed to shrink front
any absnrdity. 1entering upon the path of social reform ; but his

During the ten years under review we have Char- principal objection to the Whig premier appears to,
les Dickens at his best. It is the period of theArne- be summed up in a "'dislike of h is style of speak-
ricau Notes of Xkartin Chuzzlewit and the early fing, bis lishy coldness, bis uncongenial and uns ym-
Christmas Stories of Doinbey and Coppexrfidld, and pathetic; politeness, and bis insufferable, though
the establishment of Hou.relold Words--of the Ita- gentlemanly, artificiality." On the other hand a
hian and Swiss years, and a three months' sojourn at simple touch of nature in the Iron Duke seems in,
Paris. a moment to have softened strong political dislike.

Mr. Forster's critical remarks on the stories In ethics he wvas an "1intuitionalist " by nature, and
%vhile in progress and when complete are welcome with the hard and rigid maxims of political econo-
additions to the biograpby proper. On one point, my he Nvas constantly at wvar, " 'Bear in mnd, " hie
howvever, we feel constrained to join issue witb hîm. 'vrites to Mr. Forster, "1that the Westminster Re-
His advice to Dickens was, in the main, sound and view considered Scrooge's presentation of a turkey
valuable ; but we are decidedly of opinion that the to Bob Cratchit as grossly incompatible with poli-
suppression of the introduction to the Notes wvas in. tical economy"
judicious. So far from aggravatiîig the original of- It used to be the fashion to denounce the novel-
fence, this chapter would probably have tended to ist's appeals for the poor as the "9mawkish senti-
reconcile the Aniericans to the freedom of the au- mentalism " of a mere itterateur. Ris life shows
thor's criticisms. They are an over-sensitive peo- that this Èyinpathy was really "1a passion of his 1life'
pie ; but an appeal to their good sense in the cha- Ia the noblest sense hie had the poor always; witla
racteristic style of Dickens wvouId not have been him-in his heart. He Ilsympatbized and sor-
wvithout its effect. The truth seemns to be that, as a rowed,» and wrote for theas, but he planned and
nation, our neighbours bored him excessively; at ivorked also in manifold ways. Schemes of pop-
aIl (-vents hie wvas at no pains to conceal bis dislike lar education and of emigration, the ragged
in private letters. When he met themn in detail, schools, sanitary reform, baths, asylums, and plans
on the other band, he was very friendly even when by ihich the poor might learn providence and fore-
the recognition took the outré form-" l'in blarm'd gsight constantly engaged bis attention. It is to bis
if it ain't Dickens." Whatever vexations he suffered credit that he diverted the liberality of Baroness
ia America, there can be no question that hie re- Coutts into the channel of practical pbilanthropy.
turned from it Ilwith wider views than wvhen hie Froni the fi-st hie Nvas the suggesting and directing
startcd, and -wîth a larger maturity of mind" -Judg- spirit in aIl lier generous schemes. His exertions-
ing from bis keen appreciation of scenery, and his for individtial sufferers, especially those comiected
entertaining sketches of individual, chai-acter, bis wvitb bis ovni profeassion, were indefatigable.
residence on the continent was of great benefit to One curious featture of bis chai-acter was bis inve-
him in a similar way. terate cockneyisxn. There is not an odd scene on

As wve have already binited, the salient features of the continent , ivhich is not compared with somte lo-
Dickens' character are vividly presented in this vo- cality or other in London. Even tbe Swiss shoot-
lume. That bie Nvas, above ail things, a man of ing ground is not measured by yards or mnetres, but
feeling and impulse, mnay be gatbered froza bis as"extending about the distance across the ornament-
wor<s ; but to how large an extent the "feminine ai ground in St. James, Park." During his residence
aide of our nature" beld thc supremacy ia bis opi- on tbe continent, Dickens constantly complained of
nions, bis acts, and even in the minutest detal.s bis "lwant of streets and faces»-not, as might be
of bis method as an author, we may glean fron tbis supposed, to suggest subjects to a faltering imagi-
volume. The religious eleinent formed an essen- gnation, but to get rid of the cîowd of beingý hie had
tiat part of bis character ; but bis faith was cliarac created. Thcy clung about him and clogged bis
teristically of the heart and not of the bead. The gprogress, clamouring for recognition fromn the parent
preamble to bis ivill shows at once the uiiwavering who had begotten them. The wearying effect of
faitb of tbc man, and bis settled dislike for formnulat- writing is often patlîetically described-the despon-
ed statements of dogma. The L fe of Dr. Arnold, dency at commcîicing-tbc constant anxiety,-the
as he rcmarked, ivas; &'the text-book ofhbis faitb" in difficulty in the selection of naines and titles-and
modemn phrase hc was a Broad-cburchman. In the poignant regrect at pai-ting with thc creatures
polities he iras, of course, a Liberal, but even bei-e, of bis imagination, appear strange to us, îvho ad-
as Mr. Forster remarks, as hie had not mnade theza a imired the apparent case ard facility with -which be
study, " 1they werc always as instinct withb hm i-a- gseemed to wvrite. Ris peculiar temperaxnent %vil], in
ther than a science.' Entri Grey offendcd him, no -orne mea-qure, accounit for this -it coloured evcry-
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