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ample influsnced even many of the old, the idle, and indifferent,
to heeome more zealous and perseveringe.

Many country schoolutast -rs were uot content with altending
Overhera’s course of lectnres once or tweee, but e nilnaed for ten
or twelve conseeative years to viat Moo dasug the sacaion
at thewr owrexpense s and althongh lus an Liory cone #00d, part.
calarly at s entrance on his wark, of «indy waedacated and
wimost uncivilizod persing, yet reare: b &84 k2 aace vcared
wineh he fuuqd it nicessary o cll i twoomnd ro P degaty
vhich mingled with lus sunplicity and aff e, sspred the
greatsst respect as well as Jove, I~ alaars conuncne dhicboe
turc with prayer, and the coldesthoa th come vitcrest d waenbe
removed the small black seulleap: w.th wihich hashicad wes gene.
rally covercd, and besought wali all the caciry t ot wads cud,
convey, the presence and influence of the Holy Sporit. |

The following cxtract frum hus journal will show us Lus reasoms,
for prescrvine hus dissourses free fron wll unn ecssury niam ator |
learned display, and prove from what ssurce they obluacd that
power over mea wedl versd n the sulpeet on wineh he treated, |
and account for the astomshment with wh.ch thay bung upon s
words.

“ist. Lot love to God be my ruling principle.  21ly. Lot the
will of God be my guide and eompuss,  3edly. Lt the honour
and approbation of Gud be my sde aim. Wh n v mund s thus,

disposcd I shall walk before him and receive his biessing. Or T
may sum up myv duty m shll morc concise langmaze,  May 1l

actand suffer all from love to God, aceord.ny to his will and for
his glnrf; carncstly desire to be fathful, examine mysclf of I,
am really so, and persevere in aetivo Jdevotion.”

In his journal, dated November 1791, at the close of his course
of lectures, he praiscs God for the ass'stansc he hus afforded hun,
andacknowledges that itis to his grace he is indebted for having
heen able to pursue his voeation, frece from the distraction and
carc he had cxpericneed on former oecasions, and eoneludes thus
“This year I can look back with greater pleasure on ny labours,
for thou has been pleased to grant me a more constant conviction
of my innate weakness, at other times 1 have trusted too mnch to,
my own powers, and have souaht the applause of men, but now 1
hope I am able to rely more upon thee, and to scok thy favour,
and thine alone.”

The principles on which he founded his method for instruction |
and cducation, had all an exclusive refirence to the fechings and,
the heart, and were 8o simply explamed, that they were level to,
the capacity of the most ignorant.  He illustrated his max:ms b';l
the most apt parables and examples, ta relating which his fohie.t. |
ous talent was peculiarly displayed.  His delmcationsand slietehes
of character were given with so much life, and painted with such
strokes of famihar interest, that the very scencs and persons rose
before the cyes of Ins listzners, and cvery one felt he had scen
and cxperienced the same.  For example : as he one day described
a particular error in the management of children, an old school.
mastcr was 8o struck with the truth, that he exclaimad aloud in
his German patais, * Well, Sir, that 15 exactly the way they go
onin * ¢ e & e fizdescriptions were oflen full of hu.
mour, yet at the same time combined with so much serious thouglt,
that they never occasioned any breach of decorum in his auditors,
and personc who had no connection with the school attended his
discourscs, attracted by his cloquence and talents.

The wonders and bzauties of creation, were to Overberg as a
mirror in which he saw reflccted all the goodness and greatness
of the Godhead, and in the best sensc of the term, he was an ad.
mircr of naturc.  Every trembling lcaf on the treg, every flower
in the meadow, proclaimed to him the pawer, visdom, and love of
God ; he had carly learned the lesson of “ ascending {rom nature
unto naturc’s God,” and it at length beecame a natural habit to
rise from finite objcc!s to their infinite first cause. He camestly
reccommended the cultivation of this temper to tho candidates for
the office of school.master, dirceted them how to acquire it, and
advised them constantly to call the attention of their pupils to the
manifold and extraordinary operations of naturc. * A country
school.master,” he was wont to gay, *should make a practice of
teaching the children in the open air, that he may accustom them
to notico and admirc tho works of creation, and lead them to
consider how ¢very thing is adapted to produce the desired cnd,
and accomplish the designsof the Deity ;» and in the bours devot. |

ed to religions instruction, 1 short description of the ghibe wis
introduced, for the purpose of magnitying the power und wisdom
of Gl

The example of off etionu‘e attention, patience, and condecen.
sty which the atten s ot the Normal School w.taessed i thee
tutsr, was as profinlle s naang therr dirpasitims as the verbial
msteuctom ey reesived , foraf after having tance®explamed the
1t sanple sulie ot in D el arest manner, he perceved by tho
amswers of b pepls that they did not und »tind his meanmg,
he v patad it a thizd e with pezfeet comnand of temper, and

be th mowns he teught the inethod of redurine any prop xstion to

the cunprchinsan of the'meanest capacity, without s enficing any
of e fundamenal touths.

FHY school was alway s closed with a hymn, Overborg having
had from his youth a predilection for church music.

At the endof the course of leetures, all the candidates for the
offic uf school-m st r undirwent a special personal exanmation,
und wire further requirad to wiite upen variots miven subjects.—
When this proved satsfactory, they were appunted to «flﬁ'('rcnt
ponshes, aud recoived g remuncratum proportoned to th ar sphero
of uscfulness, They were eommitted, for their further instruction
and for udvice in the supcrintendance of their office, to the vicar
of the parish, who from his superior attainments, and the charge
with which he was invested, must concequently be uble to afford
them every necessary asustance; and their snbordination to the
opnton and advice of the pastor was stronz!y msisted on by Over.
berg. ¢ 1 have met with several,” he saud, * who would not sub.
m t to this regulation, but I have always found upon exarination,
tiat they belonged nesther to the entirely ignorant nor yet to the
well instructed clas:, hut rather ta the half wise and self sufficient.”

I : remamed through hife the futher, fricnd, adviser, and com.
forte of his pupils; none eame to Minster without visiting their
beloved teacher; they wrote to him on their difficultics or their
muccesses, und almost all of them stll treasuro up some hnes of
enconragement or advice from his hand.

Thus Ovetberg beeame the founder and supporter of a most
cfficient and inghly ben:ficial class of schoolinasters throughout his
nstive country. But added to this, he was the means of formng
and educating a great numbzr of young females as teachers, wha
volunturily enzaged in the ecmployment, not for pecuniary advan.
tage, but mduced by love to God and man. ~ They conatantly
attended h s lecturces in the Normal School, and dunng his hours
of instinction gven to the younger children, morder to acquire tho
necessary (}uahﬁc:\lmns for chnstian twition, in which useful cm.
ployment the greater number persevered through bfe.  The fruits
of thur devoeton to this cause were 80 remarkable, that many of
them were appointed to supenintend large schools, and the fame of
their success occasioned many to be invited to other countrics,
whilst some, as prnivate governesses, carricd to the furmilics into
which they were receved, the same blessing which had rested on
the labouss of their teacher.

‘T'he f male teachers received also the mest valnable informa.
tion, from attendance on the free schaol, which was connected
with the female choristers of the Yomin convent, to which wo
have already al'uded.  Overberg gave at this institution, instruc.
tion {n relizgion, nblical history, and arithmetic, three times a weck,
of several bours’ contimuance. Pemons of all classes flocked to
attend this schoo), especiully on Sunday, when he taught in the
church, where this futhful scrvant might be compared to Him who
said, * Suffer little children to come unto mo” &e. The high
importance he attached to this opportunity of imparting know.
ledge, may be seen by the following cxtract from his joumnal.

¢ 15th Jan, 1790. I have again attended to the dntics of my
school without the requisite preparation.  Oh, my God, grant mo
fracc to improve in thisrespeet. I feel that I deceive mysc!f when

expect to be made useful under these circumstances; when I
faney that I understand my subject, and am scduced to attend to
some other business as of mare immediate conscquence ; for it is
impossible that any other occupation could be of such paramount
importance. From this deficicney in preparatory studr, many
crrors anise ; the instruction becomes uninter. sting, confused, pro-
lix, and undefined ; the children beeame perplexed; their atien.
tion is distracted, and the lesson is unplcasant both to them and
mysclf, 1 fecl that I am cspecially called upon to beware of de-
genenating nto tedious mmutize, and of becemuing too d.ffuse, and



