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fg’impropitious seasons, commarcial depression and
“embarassment 3 aud latterly sanguinary violence.
JAre these evils sent without cause ? are they the
offspring of chance or are they of such common
and cvery day occurreuce, s not to call for serious
f‘;:’fcﬂcclion ? Such dispensations certainly present
threatening aspect, and when we take into ac-
i fount abounding depravity our apprehensions
Lare confirmed. ‘T'o such anextreme has this de-
ipravity proceeded that at length it has become its
wewn pumshment ; for to what are our present
oubles mainly owing, but to the diabolical passion
of men spurmng the restraint of all lawshuman and
“aivine,and hurrying them on to every excess? What
“benefits then, it may be asked, have resulted {rom
- «divine chastisements wlile they have been abroad ?
ave men learnt righteonsness? does not the inflic-
--\:tgon of recent calamities affurd evidence that for-
Lmmer ones havebeen in a great measure unavaihing,
otherwise there would not have been the add:tion

ercy with severity inrecent evils is well calcu-
“dated to soften the heart, The kund 1nterposttion
;'91‘ providence has heen so manfestly displayed in
_Zour deliverance on repeated occasions as to call
,,it‘:orththe acknowledygmeuts both of the people and
“their rulers.  How signally have the unprincipled
{ﬁ\nd msolent disturbers of our peace hithesto been
" sfrustrated ! how gracious a preservation have we
€njoyed frow the horrors of bloodshed ! what rea-
é’on have we to be thank{ul that none who are
“gear or dear to us have been snatched away by the
Zhand of violence, that sweet and heaven born
geace has with a few slight iuterruptions presuled
%\"er our land. Are therc any cvideaces,then, that
Jthese dispensations so well calewlated to reclaun
o men havein any degree had the proper eficet? And,
1 regard to thas, we would hal asa favonrable
?g:)'{nen the disposition wiich has been mamfested,
especially by our rulers, to acknowledge divine
’ﬁgomidcncc in recent judginents and also the ap-
Jpowtinent both by themn and tle respective charch-
€s, of repeated seasous of thanksgiving and humil-
idation (which for aught we kaow to the contrary
f:ave been generally obseived) ; and here we feel
~3isposed to express our sincere aud cordial appro-
'-‘a'}inlion of the clristian feeling and sound judgment
,;;!vhich characterized the late prociamation of our
‘fyespected Governor on the last of these occasions, a
gﬁroc!nmatinn wlich may be pronvunced an exceilent
Fiidireatory for every mun.stes of the gospelin adapt-
7Ing his spirital instrictiong to s2 umportant a sea-
)
L
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asbeen nbserved, we doubt not but the mast hap-
Spy results will flow from 1t to the land. Itis well for
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tif others still more severe?—The combination of
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a people when their rulers excite them to the cul-
ture of that righteousness which exalteth & nation,
and the opposition wiinch some affect to shew to
such christian interference on their part,as ifit
were an undue exercise of authority,is as senseless
asitis impious. Itisnotanexercise ofanthority so
much as the exertion of a mora! influence, Rulers
aretheguardiansof the people’s welfare; and knuwv-
ing, as it inteliigent and christian they must know,
that it is most effectually promoted by religion,
they appoint such appropriate seasons not with the
view of constraimng men, but of affording them
an opportunity ol simuitaneously offering up to
the Almighty those expressions of gratitude for
public mercies and those penitential confessions
for public sins wiuch are, when sincere, so well
calculated to conciliate for a commumty his favor
and protection and toavert from them his anger.
\We sincerely hope that they will never be deterred
by an opposition at once so unchristian and irrati-
onal from so salutary an exertion of their power
and mfluence.  But while the circumstances, now
adverted to shew, that there has not prevailed an
utterand universal wsensibility amid diwine judg-
ments, it is sull much to belamented, that theve are
not more cvidences of their having produced their
proper effect. We apprehend that the respect

*The following extractof a proclamation of a gene-
ral tast, has latcly been issued by the Governor of the
State of Massachuseits Surety the pious spirit of the
pilerim faihers has not aliogether departed from
their descendants.,

T'he people of the Commonwealth are reguested to
'Iny asude their accustomed occupations on that day,
and, « semblg in their usaal places of public wor-
Lship, unite in appropriate acts and expressions of pen-
wence and suppheation.—Let uson thisoccasion make
huinhle conlession of our aggravated sins, as indivi-
"duals, and as a community, and supplicate forgive-
nes<of a mereifnl God, throngh Jesus Christ our Sa-
viour.—And while, by sinecere penitence, we seek to
Jobuain the pardon of our past offences, let us implore
My emtinued mereies of our Heavenly Fathier; more
panerinlv-—"T"hat he wonld vouchsafe to us the ac-
cusiomed blessings of Providence through the year
Wt s upelny upun us, and direct to lﬁe supply of
anr wants the wonderful elements and agencies of the
world which, touched bv his omnipotent hand, is a-
zain sianting to hie ;—Let us supplicate His bless-
10~ upun out beloveq counury, that He would be plea-
<o), norwithstanding our unworthmness and ingrati-
tide. to continue tous the privileges which have
hitherio disingushed us asa people ;—That He would
1n an especial manner watch over our ancient Com-
mnanwealth , —That he would prosper the people in
all the branchesot honest industry ;—That he would
mve efficacy 1o ail the means and instruments of ye-

s
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on ; and if the spirit of this proclamation has beer |
imdly adhered ton the manner, inwhich that day |

furmauon, benevolence, and knowledge ;~—And that
e wonld increase the influence of Divive Truth
aver the earis and minds of men, and make it pow-
criui to correct, punfy, and elevate the character of
the | cople, so 2§ w render them more warthy of their
b'~ecings, asibe lieics of an immortal hope through

| Jesuz Christ.—Ed.



