
ON TiiR LiFfi AND WItITENGS OF 1iONATIUS.

cardodi es faras mighit ho, Suchi fully, so0 they wcrc
eul providcd witli tho nicatîs of' unfuldiiîg tlîosc
things they bail received, and ini whicli tlîcy faunil
Peace. And accordingly tlis niay hcelp tu cxplamî
what Otherwise would ho somewhat pcrp!cxng-
lhe discrepaney betwcen wlîat they did and wvlint
.ucy wrole. Tlîeir wards arc often fuuble and Ob.
écure, wilo their doings arc noble and exculient.

We, on the other lîand, wh, live in modern
imes, have advantages wlîiclî the ear!y Gentile
,ouverts hiadt net. The limits hctveen wvlat can
.nal what cannot bc known, hava bec» accuratcly

uecfined ; whilc at the samae time, iu coîlsequence
of the case with wvhich the saripturcs bave beau
studieil by systematic writers, flic doctrines thcy
contaifl have been fuily unfolded. Tue clouls tliat
daxkened the niinds of mon are iiow romnovoîl, and
not a speck romains abova the isitellcctual horizon
tlist bu not bc»n dissipated. Seeing it is certain
howcvcr that intellectual discerniment and moral
excellence are flot necessarily united, so wlhcn wo
compare the modern writers iviti the ancicrît, ive
9Lai find, notwithstandingr aur superior know-
ledge in many things, WC ara inferior ta tiiem in
faith and charity. And as the moral is or more
value than the intelleetual, it will bc or' some im-
portance that we bc nlot lifted up hy aur superiori-
ty ; "and in pcrusing the Epistles of Ignatius tliat
wO set about the task, nlot as masters but as schol-
au. The ancients feit more tha» thcy have writ-
ten, whereas it is ta ha feared, WC have ivritten
more than WC have faIt. And inasmnucli as trutli
excels cmpty Sound, so it wvill ho by tha grace ai
God, ta tie profit of Christians in maderni times ta
mark the excellent graccs if their ancient hreth.
zen, their deadness te tlie werld ana its pleasures.
their hiatred of lif'o for tic sake of the gospel, thel
cbarity toivards tic hrethren and joy in tlicir piros.
pcrity, and tîmeir victory Gvor deatli and ail the ter.
rore of the enemy, yea tlieir jey in departing ta hc
with Christ, wlîich indeed is far hotter. Thes&
things suroly are wvorthyv of aur imitation;- and il
thora the ancierits mav ha set as aur exemplars
%Vc ideed surpass tlîem in liavingê a form of Sound
words; and wvlile WC hold thîis fnct as hcing uný
der Goil a fonce ngainst tlîa assaults cf tlie ene
my, novertlie!ess lot us kecp in mind tliat the ex
celleucy of the church consists in lier hcmng glori
ous w ithln ; and if a soparatian is ta ho miade ho
tween things tlîat ouglit ta romain united, it wvaul,
ba better that the fonce wverc romovod, tian dia
the glary should dopart and Ichabod ha writtoîî o
our Sanctuary.

Tt is neocîful, mercever, te kLeje i in fili he prc
tise chiaracter of the ei.tlecb of Ignatius. Th

writings of tia aposties are iîtcîîided for the edîfi.
cation of the chîurclî in ail ages. But Ignatius net
beinig uf the îuînber of the apostlos, lis epistles

1îartalie of tia nature ef ordmnary latters which
.,Oeil men rnuy write ta thicir frîcude, and tho dec,,
trine t1tuy contitîî is to bo tricd by the acripturcus
It is îwueÇUt'u t inte thi3, ttîat WC May giiar4l
aigaîiit error ; fur thora ara soveral passages in
theso effistles iii wlîich tie writor requires obodi.
once te ofïico.bearoris in thia cliurch ina uch a way
asý if net ox\plained, wauld bo injurleus te thie
doctrine whicli is according te godliness. Tinui
WvC fiud hîim writing ta this efrect :-941 cried whilst
1 was anîong you I spakeo with a loud voice, "gat-
tend to tia bislîop, and ta the preshytcry, and
te tic deacons ;' andl again, "Sc that ye fol-
low your Bislîop, as Jesus Christ thie Father ;I"
dg Ucarken unte flia bishop that God aise may
licarkociî unto you." New, viewing these as pri-
vote epistles, tho counsal given niiglit be gacil and
profitable, hecauso Ignatius ivould know the office.
hearers oU the cliurchcs i those parts, and knewing
thteni te bo apprnvcd and faithrul men, ho coulil
Iiarîlly enjoin opa» the people toc strongly te yield,
theni abedience, for tlîis was in otier words urg-
ingr then te continue ln tlîa faith whlich the bish.
eps prcaclîod, and ta submit for odificatian ta thoir
discipline. But as tlîe episties of 1Ignatius are ne
longer confincil te tlie persons tvlio roceivoîl them,
but being puhhishied, Socin as if atddressed te thec
general clmrcli ; se it is nedful te enter a eau.
tien agrainst the wvrong ifcrences tlîat niight bc,
*drawn front a dcfectiveness of doctrine in tld
matter.

Lt is very obvieus i» the passages above noted,
tlia lgnatius docs net contaxnplate uny separieien
hetween the office of flislîop and the doctrine they
wore ta toacli, those heingr united in the brethren
te vhîem hoe made rofereuce. And had ahil suc.
ceading bisliops heen mon of the saine mind, there
miglit have hec» need te add nothing more than,
what lie liad written. But ail history proves that
it lias beau far ottîerwiso, anai that meu, may holdljthe office withîout deug( the work. Andl therefare
ta Say, IlFollow tlîis guide," hecausa hie bears the-
namo of bislîop, would lia te tako the blind as aur

-guide, and faîl wvith hMm jute the ditch. The
counsel of Ignatius, liowcver good it niight bc in

-reference ta individuals tlîat hoe knewv, le defecive
lu referenco to otlier times andl othier men, iu two,

t respects :-Fi rst, hecauEe ho dees nlot with sui.
cielît plainncss distingîîisli hctwecn the truc blshop
weo are te aboy, andl tie falso fram, ihom we are
te withdraw. The noe namo is net euou gl, for
that may bu assumed. WVe must have bis chîarac-

e ter dubcrîbcl, that wvc may linuw whma ho is. Aud


