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:IWVIOUS to the discovery of gold in
the sandbars of the Fraser River, up-

%8Of thirty ycars ago, this was one of
eh 6 r4st inaccessible and least known parts

if lhe coliinent, known only to that great
ù 8gd1 ad pioneer of trade and civilization in

rtiah Aimerica, the Hudson's Bay Company.
4 "Y ears prcvious to this the Company
%talilshed trading posts througth out the in-

1Q' Of the mainland, the north-west coast
%d Yancouver Island. One of the most im-

on]uf these wvas Victoria, situated on the
ýQtth astrnpoint of Vancouver Islandi.
diton to the officers and servants

<jZ7i 1 Y foiind at its trading posts, the
e Pay about forty years ago, brouglit out

of practical faýrmers an-d miners,
%nd4ybthe former in tho vicinity of Victoria
ýendcing the latter to Fort Rupert, at the

th 011(d of thi sland and afterwvards, on
Xe 4icovery of a better seam of coal, to

% 11310.s Theso early sottiers formed the
of thiese two important communities.

8 06 soinowhat curious and remnarkable
th$at, although Scotchmen and Presby-
aI8are foundel occupying, in such lar-ge
t erthe most proininent positions in

gra taagment of the vast business of this
boi trading company, that the practicelbas

toya appoint Episcopal clergymen to
''r er the spirituial wauts of bofli its

orP(Ye n colonists. This ;vas the case
Il tý aii Coast as it was in the IRed

IzheConmp-ny's first chaplain wvas the 11ev.
rins1w.o was held in high esteem. by the

aýi 1tîe'rs forlhis earnest piety aid apostolie
'r)ike tho early Episcopal nissionaries to
501v La8 hoe respected the conscientious

adperhaps prejudices of bis
theeATçrian parishioners. After labouring-on
i0 iînY for a nuiubor of years he perished

W ith others by the vossel on which lie
goiî rePairing to England being wreck-ed an(l

SO9tO the bot tom -of thoe Pac'ifie. Hie was
crdg ateds followved by the 11ev. Edward

a-i , , 1an of likze spirit. The absence of~
haj Othier service than that of the Episcapal

ins al efl'ect of leading- a considerable
%I r of Seottish and Irish Preshyterians to

,*ltha 4 eligio11shome in thatChurch,being thus,
th,! tleir descendants, lost to the Church of
favo," fathers. In spite, however, of these un-

So tibleconditions,a large numberof the first
tt'11'Ui Iis setlrsremained loyal to the

form of service and principles of the Presby-
terian Church. In the year 1861,the Rev. John
Hall, under commission of the Colonial Coin-
maittee of the Irish PresbyterianChurch,arrived
in Victoria, and for four years continued to
labour surrounded by many difficulties but
with not littie succesî,,-the present well-organ-
ized and active " First Presbyterian Church of
Vancouver Island" remaining a monument of
his zeal and success. 1%r. Hall was followed in
1862 by the Rev. Robert Jamieson,by appoint-
ment of the Canada Presbyterian Church,
who, however, proceeded to, the mainland,
making New Westminster the centre of bis
extensive field of labour.
Some time after the arrivai of Messrs Hall and

Jamieson,the ColonialCom mittee of theChurch
of Scotland sent out the 11ev. Mr. Nimmo as
their first missionary. On Mr. Hall's resigna.
tion, the 11ev. Thinmas Somerville, a recently
ordained m inister of the Church of Scotland,re-
ceived and accel)ted. a call to Victoria. Aillthe
Preshyterians having united under Mr. Somer-
ville, Mr. Nimimo was withdrawn-he continu-
ed in charge of the united congregation for
upwards of a year, when circîîmstances arose
which. resulted in division andthe formation of
St Andrew 's cozigregation. Mr. Soniervi lie con-
tinued incag until about 1870, wlzen hoe
rettirned to Scot]land where lie [ecarne mi nister
of Blackfriar's,Glasglow. lie w'as succeedpçd by
11ev. Si mon McG regor,wh o con t i n ued i n ch arge
until 1881, whe3n hoe too returned to, Seotland.
He was followed by 11ev. R1. Stephen who re-
mained in charge until 1887. Soon after Mr.
Stephen's resig-nation and on the reception of
the congregation into conneci ion with the
Presbytcrian Chuirch in Canada, the Rev. P.
McF. Macleod was called to tho pastorate.
Under him, St. Andrew's lias enjoyed a large
measu re of prosperitv ,tlie congregation h asbeen
thoroughly organize(l in every department of
work,a very handsome and commodious church
erected, and a very large addition made to the
membershipv. After the division, the history
of the Firat Church was somewhat achequered
one. Long vacancies, frequent changes, the
absence of regular presbyterial oversight, with
a serious loss by fire, tested the faidl and
loyality of the founders of this pioneer church
severely. In l884,Rev. Donald Fraser was in-
(lucted. Sîice that time the congregation bas
had a large ineasuire of peace and prosperity.
A debt of four or fi ve thousand dollars bas been
paidthe mi nister's salary increased, the church
enlarged to double its former capàcity and
greatly beautified, with a gratifving increase
to the communion roil. D. MoRAE.

The problem of Christian union seemns likely
to find ils solution in the foreign field. Chris-
tians at home do not realize the wickedness of
sectarianism, nor feel the need of united. forces
and united action, as those who are called to
apoloqize for the divided Church in the face of
porishing heathen.


