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ment, which have made the enrs of men to tingle.! Switzerland at the close of the sixteenth century ;
In 1820 Polynesin and Austiaha were withont o that in Peotestant England, during the seventeenth
priest.  Now there are three vicarintes apostoheal and eighteenth centuries, Deism assumed an atti-
i Polynesia, with fifty priests and an archbishopric. tude of such boldness, and atfained to such fearful
aud two bishoprics in Australia, with ﬁﬁy-si.\' priests vigvor and expaneion, that at the commencement ot
and tirty-one schools, so mighuly, in about twenty! (he cighteenth century, the Protestant Bavie first
years, has Romanistw spread and prevaile 1. Cintroduced it into Catholic France ; that Voltatie
I amn yours, and the Encyclopuedists confessed they borrowed

A DroresTant. | the weapons for their anti-Christan warfare from
! the armory of the Fnghish Deists ; and that Rous-

INFI ,'senu, the most dangerous of the French infidels,
NFIDELITY. | was a Protestant by hirth, and only developed the

In Catholic countries infidelity assumes a very. principles of l?rotestantﬁism, and more tlan once
different aspect, and is forced to pursue a very dif-, declared, that if the divinity of t‘he Chistian reli-
ferent policy, than amwong Piotestant natrons. In gion could be demonstrated to him, he would nut
the former countries, unbehef, reprobated by the wesitate to cmbrace the Catholic faith ? o
Church, driven fiom her communion, finding het Thirdly, it will nqt be denied that Sociniani. m
on every point a vigilant, unassailable, unrelaxing, leads by easy giadations to unbelicf ; that some
unrelenting adversary, 1s compelled to hide its head classes of L_ui(arl.ans‘aro distinguished fiom l.)cists
in secret societies; or if it brave the daylight, it only by their belief in the general ciedubiiity of
then wages fierce, immitigable warfare with Catho- the Bible ;* and that therclore any Chureh, which

“heity.  But in Protestant states, such a mode of Wwill shew itself. indulgent towards Soginianism——
warfare, on the part of infidelity, is neither ne- any Church Wh'ch openly or covertly, in a greater
cessary nor expedient for its purpose.  As it or less degrece, will fuster 1S tenets, proves |(_sel|
springs out of the very root of Protestantism ; as it; favorable to the propagation of Dcism.  Now

is but a ratural and necessary developement of it< Sociniaaism, like a poisonous plant, cast off from
docttines; as it differs from the latter not ju the Catholic seil of Italy, l_opk root and flourished
essence, but in degree only, it is 1t policy, (and 10 t!xe I’x‘ote§tant communities of Poland, attained
we see it practise it invariably,) to flatter the Pro- during the eighteenth century to a most rank luxu-
testant Church, to court its alliance, to mingle with riance in the Church of Geneva,i and at the same
its teaching, to solten down its own principles, in. lime cast a blighting shade over the Episcopal
order the better to diffuse them, and when thica- Eslablishmen‘(‘of England. .
tened with exclusion, to appezl to Protestant prin-  Fourthly, if any doubt 1emained as to the inui-
ciples, and defly condemnation. “maic connexion bot.\‘\'een l"rou.-slantxsn.x and infide-
It is objected, that infidelity abounds as much in'lity, it would be dispelled by the history of the
Catholic as in Protestant countries, and that there. German Protestant Churches duting the last hun-
fore it cannot be said that Protestantism is more dred years. ']‘h‘cre we see men holding impoytant
favourable to its growth than the nival Church.,offices in the Church—pastors of congregations,
Buta few remarks will suffice to show the futility . Supcrintendents of consistorics, professors of theo-
of sich an objection. In the first place it is true;logy—not only reject the authority of the symboli-
that Voltaire, hke Luther, went out of the Catho-: cal books, and dizavow almost all lhOSC. Catholic
lic Church ; but while the Corypheus of French. dogmas which the Lutherans and Calvinists had
infidehty extolled the Reformation, eulogized the, hitherto retained, but openly assail the. vaxpc
Reformers and boasted that he himself came to iuspiration of the Scriptures, deny the ietegrity
consummate the work they had left incomplete, he, and authenticity of large portions of the Old and
waged the fiercest hosulity against the Catholic;the New Testament, allegorize the prophecies, and
Church and her ministers. And the Deists of. disbelieve, and sometimes even ridicule, the mira-
England and Protestant Germany‘ [hough (hey’cles recorded in the Bible. These opinions, pro
came into fess immediate collision with that Church,!
than Voltaire and his disciples, wall shew wherei * A learned prelate of the qun.ll“sh{:l} ChurcI:, the late
their most powerful and formidable antagonist was| Boher, Heler etmrtcuri-d Uninravism 1o o e
to be found. Sccondly, if Protestantism were not ites bren B0 taany Justanices a stepping-siose 10 simple
more favourable than Catholieity to the growth of  Dzism.’  Seo Travets of an Irish Geat'eman, ¢ Y.
unbelief, how doth it happen, I say, that in those’ t Rousscau, i his Leilres de Montaigne, snys of the Gene-
ages, infidelity was a thing so rare, so obscure, so vcscdofhis ume, ¢ \Vh\{g_’asked i;i'-'tl'sq; (jl_mal iéngu:. ,'he'ddo
insignificant ? }Ioss' doth it happen, that it fol.low-" 3::y “;;"n;f ?)::;“\'{, Rn“"f’;‘r. "';\"‘N.'“os‘:‘:“)‘:r c;;"; ;8 m:id
ed so closcly in the wake of the Reformation 1| glanco at them, and penctiates them at onco ; bo sees they

that history makes mention of a sect of Deists ir ' are Arions or Sorinmue.
!




