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liffS OF THE DAY FROM THE EDITOR'S
PIGE0li-HOLES.

AN AT-1tOStE ANMONO CMER IIIRDS.

A ver>' voîîdcrfutl collection of the little fe.ititred
darlings thit wc love so well wvas cxhibited in Londoni a
few weeks ago. AUt sorts and conditions of caîîariés
w'êre tlîere, and goldfinches, bulîfincles, cliaffinclies, and
a good nîany other Ilfinchtes 1 were there, as well as
-thrushes, starlings, skylarks, blackbirds, robins, jays,
jackdaws,.and niagpies. 0f course îlîey uvere ai look ing,
or trying 10 look, their best, and you inay be sure îlîat
where there were so nian>' tliere mnust have been lots of
mnusic. 'lle trouble iust have been w'lo, would sing
loudest, and as no bird objects 10, have other soîîgs thiat
his go on at the anetinte, you niay imiagine the
orchestra. Just as the skylark ivas uvarbling out lis
sweeîcsî caret, the tuiagliie called. out "lCone along now.-
A whole flock, hundrcds of them, camne 10 the rescue of
the skylark, and joined in the chorus, 10, teach the inag-
pie niantiers, but speedily otliers of his ken broke iii witli
"lCharlie," "lMNotlier," uvhistling, barking, inewing, laugli-
ing, an-d a host of things that ive neyer thoughî birds
could do. It must have been a grand sighit-îliere %vere
nearly three thousand of thei-but as to thie sound,-
well, perlîaps even that %vc should excuse. W~e love
little diekies so.

CARDS AMONG TIIE LADIES.

'The ladies of tic upper ten in England are following
in the fûotsteps of their brothers in card-playing. Even.
a little dainty ganmbling adds spice to, the amusement.
Bézique is the nîost popular gaule, aîîd a new variety lias
been invented called IlRubicon," for îvhich four packs
of cards are required. Mly Lady carnes lier bézique box
ivith lier in her carniage on her visiting exiieditiotis, and
as occasion offers she lias a turiat alier favouritc pastillue.
It is ivhispcred to nie that tliese fair ladies cati fui up) a
betting-book îvith ver>' little pincli of cotnscience, neit
aîîd daiîîîy books in tiiorocco, with silver muiutings.
Somtetinies the crest and ntonograni are staîiiped in gold
on the rovers.

In everythitg, noîvada>'s, there tîîust be a stake, even
in our anmusenments.

YOUNxG t.ÀtItS ATr iAR WOîuC.

T1he Eliglish Post Office lias long liecu fainius for the
nuibers of youtig womcn emloyed in the deparîments.
The>' have proved tiienîselves the equals of their broîhers
in most of the wou-k, and their superiors in sanie points.
'l'lie WVar Office is now finding out tie sanie thing, and
the proportion of young womnet etnl)loye( in these offices
i., regularly increasing. Tuhe War Oiice is anc of the
last that we slîould have expected to %yicild ta, the inva-
sion, as it lias been the greatest stiek1cr for things that
have been instead af îhings îlîat iîîiglîî be. But tinie
wcars on. 'l'le world uvill take, in tlîe long run, uvhat
suits il besi.

and not far distant they ]cd flim to a scene of terrible
conflict. Puss intit have heen lighitiiný,' and wvith no
ordinary foenian, as was cvident by the levelling the snow
hiad received. Uponi doser exanîiiinîion of the marks,
'roi's antagonist turncd out to0 have liect a fox--.itd a
good si/.cd one too, and what is better, lie intist have
licen vanquished, as lie wvas scen retrcating to, his den
with his lait on, but flot muchel more. Wr. Tlout %vent
home, strokced his coat a.1 over, and sat down b>' the
parlour fire, as if noîlîing liad happenied.

A L.ADY EXPLZORER.

Talking of our Articles by Licut. Stairs on I)arkcest
Africa, renîinds nie that a lady lias set out for the saine
drend region, to, "exp)erienice.> E-'xperietce is tie craze
of the period, and îlîis lady, Mrs. F"rench Sheldon, lias
gotie only wiîli one lady attendant, a 1Burop)ean. MNrs.
Slieldoti iill travel througlî Africa iii a palaniquin imade
of stroîîg and liglit bamiboo, %ork, wlîiclî wvill be carried
b>' four trusted Zamzibari porters. 'l'le palani(uin looks
niost inviting, and is said to contain aIl tic comnforts and
even the luxuries of our fmnest Pullman cars. %%'lieu ic
advcnturous ladies left, NIrs. Sheldon was dressed in a
bccomntg grcy miantde, trinînîied witli liglit fur, and field
iii lier hand enornîous bouquets of lily- of tlîe valley and
violets. Tlicy were sent off with cheers froin a large
crowd af iîîîercsted spectators.

'Nrs. Sheldon is the l.-adv of tie I av.

A SCItOOt. 0F MUSIC FOR IIIRDS.

It takes a good deal 10 teacli a donkecy, but it lias been
donc. 'His performîances during the past winter in Lon-
doit have beeni the event of the scason. But lie is an
awkward puîîil, is a donkecy, and, to sa>' the least of it, a
cumibrous accessor>' to, ail> stage. But tie caterers for
<iur lîours of idilncss mîust lie original.

Bulîfutiches-, r being trained as professional siti-ter'q
and a college lias been opcned for thecir vocal educaîloti.
'Ihey arc tatiglit by a hand-organ, wliich pla>'s in thîcir
presence ail da), long, and front wlîich tlîey pick up the
tune. A fairly clever bulîfincli cati acquircl two distinct
lunes ini this îvay, but tlîcir airs ait(l graces do nmore for
theni than Ilicir notes. 'lhieir little heads go sleekîngi
around iii a very amusiîig fashiion, and thcy nod and
quiz as if îhcy kncw aIl about it and miore. Ih takecs
abîout a >'ear and a half to niake theni ready for the
public, and tlien the>' will niakec their début, he adver-
tised, and ail the rest of il.

.%I,:OUf BIANKS.

WakClerks," in tic L.ondon Baniks, have îiîeir own
special district in the cil>'. Tlîey go froni bank to, bank,
and anion-, business and priva te liouscs on baik busi-
ness, and have a leather case cliained round their %vaist,
concealed of course, in which tîey ollen carry large sums
of nîoney. WVhen they bring iii their reports with their
nioncve, il is tlieti t tie baink sncak tries lus little gaie.
He ver>' often succccds 100.

A FOX AND A CAT.

As a souvenir of the ]ate snow stornis in Scotland,' a
writer tells a stary of his cat. His favourite pet, a big,
sîrong, black 'rom, had disappeared one morning, and
as lus mnaster was going out he found the tracks of Mr.
Puss in the snow. Curiosity led hini to follow themt up,

The Edlitor regrets that, owing ta an unforeseen
delay, the STAIRS ARTICLES cannot commence
titi next week. When aur readers rememuer that
the Ocer-i and spring storms lie between aur
author and aur office, littie explanatlon-lsneeded.

107


