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FACILITIES CREATE
TRAFFIC.

The geod roads question has apain
boant brouglt to the front by the ac-
tion of tho Ontario govermuent ia pro.
pesing to spead $100,000 annually for
ten ycars in improving the country
reads of that province. This shows
that the sableet of good roads is Legin.
ning to atiract the attention of these
who are test qualified to deal with it
ju a comprchensive manner, vhat is
logisintors who countrol the publie af.
fairs of Lhe provinecs as a whole. ‘The
dgifficulty in regard to tho improve.
weat of country roads has been that
the work Js in the hands of small
local goveruing budies which have no
rower to act beyoud the boundaries
of their owa municipalitics and whose
Lest work In this line is too apt to
be made of no real value beeause a
Iess enterprlbsing neighboring munici.
pality  negleets to put its roads in
cqually guua order.  The necessity Jfor
Laving geod roads i not dispated by
anyone nowadays, in fact, never has
heey, but tle iack of concerted action
on the part of all the bodics ¢harged
with the business of making. them has
deprived tlds general opinion ns  to
their value ol its proper cffect. The
Outarlo government evidently approci-
ataes the difilculty of the situation and
has determined to take up the work
in that provinco.

1t Iy pleasiug to knowg tint tho mat.
tce of goud ronds hns been receiving
a geod dedd of attention in Manitoba
of late. Countey papers, Iarmers’ insti,
tutes and municipal councils have all
tent their attention to the matter,
witle the result that serious thought
1< being  given 4> improvements
w wany parts of tho proviuce in
seamon. IU s recognized that ood
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roadz for ono thing would have o
steadsing effeet upon teade as  the
stagnation which now follows overy
heavy rainstorm In the spring, sum-
mer an¢ fall would be to a large ex-
teut avolded.  An uninterrupted flow
of traffic from farm to town and
from town lo farm is ono of the ad-

vintages that woulld accrue. In a:

country where cverything depends ro
wuch wpon farm trade as it does in
Mamtoba, whatever tends to make
that trade unsteady or spasmodic is
Injurions to the provinee as a whole:
A great deal of moucy has been spent
in the pas{ and much more will be
spent in the near foture in perfecting
the rallway system of the province,
but unless the flrst link in the chain
of traffle ccmmmication, that ig, the
coumtry road, is equally perfected the
Ingocest degree of  development pos-
sitie will not be attained. ‘The im-
portance of this hnk is made evident
by the frequency with which we are
obriged to record in these columns the
fact  that trade in the conatry has
been seriously interfcred with by bad
TOUGS,

Good roads have sometimes had the
effect in other conutries of helping
te control railway freight rates. It
is said that it is not an uncommon
beeurrence  in Great DBritain and
Hurope wiiere roads have been made
o subject of study for many vears to
find teamsters successfully competing
witly  the railways  in hauling
freigit sometimes as nuch
as a distarce of 300 miles, and this has
bren even wore suecessfully :lone"ﬁy
nmeians ¢f traction engines nanling ses
eral heaviiy laden wagons aw once. Of
course, such things are only possible
where the roads have beer brought by
years of carcful treatment to a nivh
degrec of perfection, but it shows what
pozsibilitics Me fn n well muintained
roat. We have recently hud an oy
ample of this surt of thing in Canada
109, to coma nearer home, in the case
of the merchants of fiamiiton and To-
roitc, Cnterio, who last ycar imauy
uratey o wagon freight service b
Lween tho-e two cities by, which they
were able to save 7 to Se per 100 g
on tine rujlway freight rate for she
sane haul.

These uave a few facts 1o show what
can be doae by a littie intelligent and
sysiematic attention to this mabtep
The antiquated statute likor system
wihicefs hog been respouasible for muct: of
the failure ol the past, shoald be :sbol
ished and a well divected, comprehen-
seVeeampitgn of road improvement un.
der the direetion of the provineial gov
erinment substituted thercior.™

_ Municipas ownership of waterworks
in Winnipeg is proving a success.
Rates havo been Jowered 25 per cent
smee the city took over the works,
it notwithstanding this, a wood profit
has beet realized from “the operation
of the works.
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Cereal Crop in 1899,

The TUnited States depart.
meut * ol agriculture’s  final re.
port of the harvests for the

yoar 1809 shows the wheat acreage
was 44,602,516 acres. The production
of spring and winter wheat comblued
was 547,303,846 bushels, the average
yiell per acre being 18.8 nud the aver-
age farm price per bushel on December
1 belug 584 cents. The following
table shows the wheat production,
acreage and value:
Troduction.,

Yeurs ‘Bushois. Values,
1899 .. .. ...047,308,846 °"$519,615,239
1898 .. v ..G75,148,705 392,770,322

. w2:30,149,168 428,547,121
427,084,346 310,802,539
. w1674102,947 ;
183 ... ... ...40V,207,416 226,902,023
180 wov ceeeee 390,131,725 213,171,881
1892 . wee 00 510,940,000 322,111,881

1891 ... ... ..611,780,000  B13,472711
1890 v ve 599,262,000 334,773,678

Penusyivauia was the ouly eastern
state that showed an acreage of gver
1,505,362 acres, with a product of 20,.
472,923 bushols and a value of $13,.
512,129, Minncsota leads the list of
whet-growlyr states with a produe-
Uon of 65,223,561 bushels, North Da.
kota  comes next, with 51,758,630
bushels; Ohlo third, with 39,998,006
pushcls; South Dakota fourth, with
7,798,83S  bushels, In Calllornla
nearly 84,000,000 bushels of wheat
were harvested ; in Kansus over 26,
000,000 bushels; in Indiana over 235,
000,000 bushels; in Washington and
Orcgon nearly 22,000,000 bushels, and
1 Nebraska nearly 21,000,000 bushels.
Tho corn harvest was 2,078143,933°
l-ushclzg_ and the average yield per tere
was 25.8 bushels. The following table
shows the corn production, acreage
and value: =

. T'roduction,

185‘.(:3!‘8 Bushele, Values,
99 -2,078,143,900  £629,210.
1898 2,924,181,660 sﬁ 2.0%3.3%3
189": 1,902,967,933 601,072,952
1899 2,284,876,165 492,006,967
1894 ,151,138,560 44,085,734
1894 212,770,062 504,719,102
189&3 1,619,496,1:51 291,825,627
18? 2 1,628,4G1,000 642,146,630
1801 2,000,154,000 836,439,228
1890 1,489,970,000 704,433,451

1aoly lead in corn production, wit

a yield of 247,150,332 bushels, emzi’
forlowed by Iowa, Kausas and Ne.
bmskp. The acreage it oats was 26,.
34_‘1.8;‘0 unu_the production 796,177,
713 busheis, the average vield tier aere
being 80.2 bushels. The barley crop
is estimatea at 3,331,563 bushels; the
rye crop at 23,961,741 bushels; the
buckwheat crop at 11,094,473 bushels;
the potatu crop at 228,783,252 bushels,
ana the hay erop at 36,653,756 sons.
The potato crop was the largest the
comittry hux preduced since 1896, when
it was 252,000,000 bushels, although
In 1¥93 there was 297,237,870 bush.
els. The hay crop shows a falling off
over 9,000,000 tons; the production
orl ;'ls(:o' tdll off over 1{500.000 bushels,
while harley increased over 18,000,000
bushe)s,—Bradstreets.

"Business throughout Ontario and
Quebee was set back badly by the
teavy snowlalls of two weeks ago.
The sales of farm jands by the Can-
acn Northwest Land Company during
189¢ amounted to 814,065 acres for
g-lb_{).bg}i as agalnst 71,640 acres for
3,051 In 1898, The lands of the
tompany may boe paid for in the com-
1augs’e preferred shares, which are now
quoted at atout 54. The average price
of the lund sold by the company during
1849 was i shares $5.42 or in cash
something, less than $3 per acres



