er in all such cases where there is an
evidgent intention to defraud, that the
utmost penalty of tho law snould bo
fnflicted and no compromise wmade. It
wis further set forth that these frauds
usually come from forelgn firms sav.
g agencies in Canada, out having o
domicile or availablo assets which the
government could seize, that tnetr bus.
Incss is mostly done on orders taken
and delivereu direct, without carrylng
any or much stock, and therofore, un.
less the customs detained and neld all
goods, the entries of which ure doubtrul
as to the declared values, until  the
matter is finally sottled, and the full
duty and penalty which tho Jaw Je.

mamds  ig  exacted, there I8 Iit.
tic chanco of the offenders be-
ing properly  puuished. Whole.
sate  houses carryin heavy stocks

cbhavo.to contena agalnet Lhis rascally

uufair compctition. 8rverai -lefinite
cases were reported wiliere comprom-
ises had been made by the government.
The resolution concluded with the fol-
lcwing words:

*It 15 therefore only in justice toonr-
selves, the revenue, and all honest
traders, that we call upon the izovern.
ment to let the law take its course amd
effcet 10 comprowmises,’”

The council indorsed the proposition
of the Toronto board, but deciined to
make to the goverwment the follow-
ing recommendation suggested by the
Teronte board, viz:

~And it is further rcecommenced that
no entry for an amount of over 8100
be aceepted by the customs from any
broker or other party than toc own-
er of the goods, unless such broker or
ageut assumes the responsivlity of the
siui entries and as st responsibie party,
iz case of action being taken by the
government,”

The councii ¢celined o approve of the
last namec recommendation beeaunse it
conuld casily b forescer: that many dif-
ficultics woulkl arisc when legitimate
business was one through the regular
customs brokers.

ST. ANDREW'S RAPIDS.

At the last annual mecting of the
bhourd the following resolntion yas
passed:

“Phat theboard of trade wishes par
tietlarly to draw the attention of the
Bominton government to that npertion
of the council’s repord that deals with
the guestion of the St andrew's vap
ids.

«This board canuod help expressing
ts strong regred tnat tne Dominion
government so persistently  neglects
the interests of this portion of the Do-
mmion by falling to construct the
necessary  improvements at the St
Andrew's raphds, notwithstanding the
facz that it has been pressed on their
attention yoar after ycar by the unit
od voice of the prople interested. This
Woard trusts that the current year
wili not bo allowed to pass without
seeingg tho commencenens of the weark.
and  would recommant that the new
councll take an carly opportunity of
conferring with the clty couucil for the
purposo of making retewed offorts w
have the work proscented.”

The now council communicitted with
the city councll of Winnipeg, with a
roesule that a joint committos of the
two Dbodies was organizal. and on tho
22nd March wired Sir Wilired Laur-
fer,  urging for b prompt answor to
the proposition of the Winanipog city
conncil re St. Andrew’s dapids 18 wired
Lim on tho 25th ¥Feh., I89& 'The prem-
ter answored that he would give the
wmatter lult consideration, and Jater on
In response to a2 telegram from  the
committeo, o vired that it way  im-
possiblo to answer fully until tho estl-
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mittes were hrought down to the house

of commons. Tho committeo then
reguested the nuayor  and  the
president of this  board to

call a public meeting w the I'rincess
opera liouse for i public discussion of
the sulyect. The meeting wag e
tended by 2 large nnmber of cltizens

o nuniber of represceatatives of  the
city counclr and hoard giving ad-
drcerer, and ouv speaker  announced

that be had received assurance from
Oiltawa that the estimates would con-
taln & sum for the prosceuntion of the
work of improving the navigation of
8t Andrew's rapids, snd this proved
to v true, as the final estimates sab-
mitted to the house Included the sum
of $150,00G for thie $¢. Andrew's jo.Kks.
belay ocemired fn calling for temders
for the work, and the joint commit-
tee communieated with  meabers of
the government on several oceasfons.
On the 15Wh of Ilceember the ity
councilt and the council of the woard
had an interview with the Hon. Mr.
Siften In this ¢ity and urged the
minister that bhe strongly impress
upon the mmister of pablic works the
urgent necessity of commencing oper-
ationy at the carliest possible mo-
ment.  The on. Mr, SHMton stated
that ke had  Leen In communication
with the wmlnister of public works
since tie adjourment of the house,
and that for some time past the en-
gincers of the department in charge
of the plans and specifications were
using every effort « get them ready
wihen  teaders might bLe called, and
that ar a matter of fact ke expuected
vhat tnders would Le asked for with-
in & very short time. Teuders are
now Leing asked for and some wre-
limaary work has already been done
at vhis time.

THANEPURTATION MATTERS,
During the year the doand has receiv.
! from thie Toronto boara of Traue
and Mr. IeW. Carter, of Dott  Col.
borne, Ont., lengthy wcmoranda on the
irausportation problem, as counected

with the question "of diverting  the
grain traffic of danitoba and the
Northwest through Caunadian chan-

nels. The Toronto board ook strong
grounds agalist granting tho petition
of several budies it Canadia that United
States vessels might participate tem.
vorarily in carrying grain for export
omiy from Yort William o Caunnlian
lake and river ports, and it wasstated
that the absence of business enwr-
prise it cuitivating the ali-Canadin
route in the past might Lo sabd o be
largely owlag to the lack of return
cargoes.  The Toronio Yoarnd advo.
eated the coustruction of wsine of raii-
way, under anG coutrolicd by the gov-
erument, acrees the portage W Georg-
ian Bay from Toronto. uUn tiae ather
Land, the Port Coiborne people advo-
cated the enlargement and dJdecpening
of Port Colborne harvor ana provid.
inz at the head of our canal system
tlne latest improved equipinent for the
rapid trausicr of cargoes from the
larrest lake craft to omallcr vessels
iz conncction with this subject, Mr.
A McFer, president of the Montreal
Coru Exchaunge, while in Winnipeg in
April last, addresscd an informal joint
meeting of this board and the Grain
Exchange, on which «ccaston tae fol-
lowlng resolutlon was approved:

“Whereas, it Ia anticipated that thoro
will be alarge fnereaso in tho agriculs
wmral products of Maunitoba and zthe
Norihwest Territorics. and amplo trane
portation and torminal facitlties Jor tho
handlisgs of xune will be of advantago
10 the producer; and

“Wherans, 1t s of

aramount import-
ance {o the west, an

also to tho cast-
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ern provinces, that o large share of this
Lustuess should pass through Canadian
territory to the seaboard; and

“Wheseanw, the Canadian inland nar-
fue i3 wsufflelent to weet the regulre-
mants' of the grain trade origroating
at "ort Willlam clevatlors: and

“Whesemws, there are no elevator  {a-
cilfties at Montreal for the storege of
grafn arriving by the water route:

“Be it thereforo resolved, that it as
the opinifon of this meeting, In viow of
the large antleipated lncrease I tiw
wraln products of this country, waich
will require all the harhor spaco in tho
port of Montreal to provide fov  the
same, that the property now controlled
by the Montreal harbor trust Le not
aljcnated by long term of leases to elth-
e individuals or corporations;

“he it further resolved, that, pending
the fucicare of Camadian vessels sufffo-
fent for the reguirements of the grain
t1ade 2t Yoyt Wiiihun, the 1 niteq States
vesorie be nllowed to load at Iort Wil
liam for Canadian castern ports for ex-

L}

fAnd that the port of Montreal bhe
cquipped with the most modern peria-
nent elevator facliities by the govern-
ment as an adjunct to, tite canals, there-
by assurfng to the producer that the
winimum chiavge for  the transtuppiogs
and storage of grain will he mado;

“Aud also that such facitities be pro-
vided by the Dominlon government s
will jnolong navigation at Tort Wit
I to the latest date possible.”

However, at a regular board mect.
ing, hedd on the Gth of May, the clause
referring to American vessels being al-
lowed t0 tako ciargoes of grivin {or ex-
port from Fort William to other £aaa
dinn porte was specially  discussed,
when it wase apparent that & great
anersity of views existed as to the
advisability of taking this step, and
finsuly the whole resolution was  re
ferred 0 the general grain  commit.
tee, and no further action lhas sinee
boen_ taken. It may be stated that
il Dominion government Jid, late i
the fall, allow American  vessels  to
take cargoes to Canadinn norts, but
very fow slupments were made by such
vessels from Yort Willinm.

Yorlinment, at tho last session, voted
a sum t provide better lasbor snd
clevator facilities at both Montreal and
Port Colborne, and the Mont:eal har.
bor commission have Iately leased Lo a
syndicate, largely composed uf vusiness
men in $ite United States, rosin on wer.
tium plers wliercon to erect immense
clevators approved by the commission,
the storago and clevating rates to he
subject to tho approval of the commis.
ston as weli and the syndicaze wnder.
takes. fn addition, to invest 2 irge
amount of money in vessels for trans.
porting grain from the lakes to Mon-
tren” and to divert many miilions of
bushels of graw for export vin  thn
Moutrens route.

NEW BOARDS OF TRADE.

. Fhic boars Las had applications for
wlornation as to the method of or-
garazuge 1 toard of trade, from Oak
Lake and Boissevain, Mamtoba: Wol-
scley aud Innistail, NV, and Mayie,
B C. All information possible, with
offers of any asststance that ohls
bord can render, have Leen forward-
od to the promoters of vhese pro-
osce bodles,

’_‘}".ari:\' i Scptember the Canadian
Ticket Agents' associalion held their
amwal mecting in our board room,
and 1t wag Iargely attended.

The toaré was officlally represent-
ed {n the Jarcwell coercmaonics attens-
ing the depavture of she Manitoha
treps af part of the first Capnadian
coutlugent. Lo the war in South Africa.

A large number of biue books from
Canacdiny aud Americnt  government
depaviments, with works of o statis-
tieal nature presented by socletics ang
individuals, Wave leen  added to our




