From Moosejaw to Calgary

AOTES OF A TRIP BY A COMMER-
ClAL REPRESENTATIVE.
he country lying to the wowt of
Coone Juw—the polnt to which o proe-
voun letter carried the roader tn an
waginary trip over the . P. R. re-
v wing bustness conditioug along the
e =9 of a different charncter to
taat which Hes between that point
ad Winnipeg on the east.  That is
o 2ay U has different adaptations

Jithongh to a casual eye it I8 mueh |

the wame in appearance. llore it is
that the great wheat fields which Ne
tritmtary to the main iine ‘or hundredy
of nules vome to an end, aml the groeat,
wister industry  of stock Iarming as.
sumes the ascendeney. It s true that
as yet much of this land 1s not devoted
to any uxe, and somo of It bLecause of
physteal disadvantages never will be,
tut uevertheless there are thousauds

THE COMMERCIAL

investment  touk placo last year.

Mapie Creck ly 1 well known cattle
centre, In fact one of the hest kunown
I all the range conntry. A gool
clasg of ranchers are gettled In this
focallty, and after a number of years
of hard flghting for the success of
thelr chowen ndustry, they are now
begcinning to reap a juyt reward. Up-
wards of  $250.000 worth of cattle
were  shipped from this point  last
year,which was far in excess of any.
thing the Jdistrict had ever done be-
fore. Beskles cattle ranching  this
haw become a sheep rauching district
of some importance. There are about
fifteen sheep  ranches in the aeleh-
borhootd now, amt the succeess wliben
bag attended the efforts of tho own-
ery of these in the past ig encourag:-
Ingr others to engago in the lndustry.
There v abnndanee of gool pasture
for all kindy of stork, both norsiy and
south of the town, and hundroeds of
times as  many cattle as are now
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to ready for occupation. This store
has been fitted with every conveni-
once possible In o pluco ke Maple
Croek. Mr. Claustre proposes adding
still further to it in tho near future.
T. Cooul i3 als) in the geueral store
bhusiness ot this point. e bought out
the business of W. . Lawrenco In
April last and has carriol 1t on ever
siflee with very sitisfactory results,
J. AL DPalmer is the latest addition
to the trading community. [lo keeps
a peneral store, th~ stock and build-
ing of which he moved here from
Walsh not lomer ago. Mr. Pahmor is
well pleased -vith his  business ven-
ture W. 1. Lawrence carrics on
furniture and lumber  trade nt this
point. R, H. Lithgow embarked in
the hotel  business  Iast  year. and
opened o new house calle! the On-
tario. e has experienced a very sat-
fgfactory run of business siuce open-
ing. John 11, Fleming is also in the
hote!l  business with the Commaorcinl

SCENE AT HULL'S RANCH, SOUTH OF CALGARY

upon thousands of weres of good pas-
ture land Iyving in the neighborhood
of te railway between Moose Jaw
md the western boundary of Assini.
boia s hirch wili some day nourish im-
Iewye aumbers of eattle aud (it them
for the markcts of tho east aud wost,
wile i the neighboring territory of
Alberta there f» an almost unbroken
atea of the flnest pasture land right
through to the Rocky Mountaing.
Swift Cwrrent  ig the [first station
of importance  after leaving  Moose
Jaw west-bound. Here quite a little
town has gprung up, and in the cat-
tle season there is considerable ship-
bing dene The rallway crosses Swift
Current riser o branch of the South
Savkatehewan at this point. The dis-
taues fron Winnipeg is 510 miles. The
busliess community consists of three
general stores, some smaller trading
Maces and a hotel. Somo
growth  iu  populasion and real

rabsed, could be casily supported in
the district. The business community
hore is an active aml cnergetic one.
Dixon Bros. are the oldest traders and
thoir business investment s very
Jurge. They have a fine brick store
building three storeys in height, and
comparatively new. Their stock of
general goods is one of the largest in
the Northwest Territories and is al-
ways being replenished with the lat-
oot and best in the various lines, The
ranching trade demands a much bet-
ter class of goosds than the farming
trade. as a rule, especially in thedine
of wearing appavel. and this firm's
investment in  such goods is very
heavy. In addition to their store
tusiness Dixon DBros. also engage o~
tensively in raunching. Jean Claustro
is another leading genoral merchant.
1le, too., carrles a large stock of
goods which will be conslderably aug-
mented when his fino new stoae store

touse. Other lines of trade are well
represented.

Medicine Hat is the next important
point west. It is a railway divisional
pomwt. besides having extensive ma-
chine shops for the repair of rolling
stock. The population is estimated at
1.000. That Medicine Hat is growmg
io apparent vo the most carcless ob-
server. During the past year it has
had a handsome new lhotel addal to
its list of bulldings and many snaller
buildings for business and residential
purposes. The new hotel is of solid
brick, threo storeys high, with hase-
ment, and is fitted with all that is
neressary in a first class house. H.
1. Ross is the proprietor. The other
hotels here are the Cosmopolitan and
the American. It will give an idea
of the size of the business community
of this town to mention the fact that
there are upwards of forty different
concerns doing business. Of theso



