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ment have demoustrated the possibility of
divertiug the larger part of the valume of the
priscipal streama for irrigation purposes, and
it 14 now certain that very extensive areasin
the vicitity of Calgary, and bestween t!laf,
puint and Medicine Hat, in tho district lyms
to the north aud east of Calgary traverse
by the Rousebud river on the well known
Lathbridge plains and throughout the coun-
try adjacent to McLeod, cau be supplied with
water fur irrigation from the Buw, Red Deer,
St Mary and Old Man rivers respectively,
aud tho fuothills country from the many
minor streams intersecting it every few
miles.

The central portion of the region compris-
ing Western Assiniboia will be supplied with
water from tho South Saskatchewan river and
the numerous small streams beading in the
Cypress Hills, aud although the supply in
this district is more limited than in Southern
Alberta, there is certaiuly sufficient to re-
claim large areas.

The eastern purtion of the district compris-
g the Regina plains and country to the
west will be supplied with water diverted
from the South Saskatchewan through the
Qu’Appelle Vally, and from storage of storm
and spring freshets at presgnt allowed to go
to waste.

I scem to hear theexclamation, ** why take
up our timo with such Utopian ideas as these,
which are visionary dreams of the fature?»
aud T ceply, this is nu idle dream, butan out-
line of poussibilities which will bo realizad
within a cunuparatively few years. We have
to-day iu Svuthern Alberia and Weatern
A~ buia 121 irngativu ditches aud canals in
uperativn. cumprising uver 300 milesin length
ard which have cust at a luw estimate sumne
$152,000, by this tiu. et year, the number
and mileage will probably be doubled, with-
vut taking iute cunsideiauon the thres or

four large undertakings which have. been |
The results frum the applicativn '

Ergected.
of water from these ditches and canals has
de:nursirated beyond argument that tho vire
giu sil of our plains aud foothill country,
cumnntuned with favorable chimate, and when
aidid by water appplied through irrigation,
will produce crops cqual aud 1n most cases
supassiug auy gruwa in Mawmtoba or vther
portious of the territories, aud whale there is
Ro iutontion of casting the shghtest dvubt
upon the many advantages which this pro-
vince aud the hunud purtivns of the terri-
turies uffer to the hume-secker, an intimate
knywiedgo ot which has been acquired by the
writer during the past tweniy-two years
spent in visiting most parts of the country,
itis desued to give en.phasis tu to the fact
that although tho largo area of our territories
abuve descnibed mast lovk to irmigation as
the means of making agriculture saccessful,
a convention such as this, which is, I pre-
sume, charged with the duty of cunsidening
the question of best methuds of colomzing
our country as a wholo cannot overlook this
vast district, which in somo particulars pos-
sesses advantages not to bo fuurd in the sec-
tious more favered in the way of rainfall.
It may also bo stated, and, if necessary,
casily proved. that tho possessor of an irri-

ted farm is much botter off than tho farmer

opendent upon raiofall; the former turns
on the muisture whot and iu sach qoantities
as may be needed. and koows no failure of
crops from drought, while the latter, cnen in
the most favired regions, is at the merey of
tho clements. and is at times forced to stand
by aud see his crop perish from lack of mois-
ture, and finally as o justification for tho
foregoing rewmarks, it may bo accopted sss
fact that immigrants may bo secured frum
tho many irrigation states and territories to
tho south of us to coloniso our arid region,

who cannot be induced to movo into auy
country whoro {armlnq i carried on in the
usual mauner, which thoy aptly describo as
“dry farming."

Having ontlinad the mothod of roclaiming
our arid region It romafna tospeak of tho prc.
posedschemeforcolonizingthoreclaimed lands.
Iu the first placo §t must bo remomborad that
in the arid roli;km. wo have n much larger
area of land han thero s water to irrigato,
even undor tho moat favorablo conditions of
storage and uso, and it s thoroforo ovident
that wo should havo the Irrigated areas dis-
tributed as much a8 pousiblo throughout the
whole region, so that tho unfrrigated portions
may be utilized for pastursgo, ‘'I'his boing
the case, it follows that tho systom of
settloment suit:d to portions of tho country
having sufliclont rafnfall to matare crops, is
quite unsuited to tho a+id portion of tho torr:-
tories, Tho oxporlonce of tho irrigation
states and torritorios to tho south of us, not-
ably, Colorado, Utah and Californis. domon-
strates that tho groatoub dovelopmont by tho
aid of irrigation is to be lookod for when the
country is settled undor the hamlet or com-
munity system and it iy under this systom
that our colonization to bo succossful mast
proceced.  Undar this sy tom, aided by irri-

tion, tho Groel{ eolony in Colorado, the

ormon colonies in Uwah, and tho numerous
colouies in South Californfs, {ucludiog Onta-
rio, furmed and colunized by Canadians, have
been making history in tho dovelopment of
western lands and agricultaral prospenty,
and wo canwvot do better than follow their
example.

The * hamlot systom ** of gottlomont pos-
$e8308 80 many ndvnntnfgoa over the ordinary
method iu voguo in this provinco and other
humid regions that there ‘should bo no difii-
culty in gotting pooplo to adopt it. In the
first place, tho central hamiot, or villago. por-
mits of social intercourso snd advantages 1n
the way of education, religlon and amuse-
ment, which aro not possible whon each
sottlor lives on his own quarter soction, and
houses are from half a ml&o touno mile apart,
and ths mutuaal effurt and cu-operation 1o the
construction aud oporation of a grist mill,
creamery, culd slurago, elovator and the
numerous other industrics, fucluding money
in farm implements and in tho purchass of
well bred male stock for breoding purposes
required in conncetion with successful farm-
iug or dairying pursuite, bocumos pussiblo
under the hamlet systom, which aro hard to
obtain undor ordinary conditions. Pages
mighe bo writton m{;nrding tho ndvantages of
the hamlot stylo of sottlemont, particularly
when 1rrigation is practised, but why take up
your valuable time by advanciug erguments
to prove what is now history, opon to aoy
one who will take the troublo to inform him-
self of tho facts regarding tho succoss of ham-
lot or colony sottloment in tho countrics
above meationed , lot mo rathor procoed at
ouco to outline thoschomo under which it is
proposed to apply tho hamlot or colony ags-
tem tu tho sottlement of var arid region.
The scheme is as follows .

It heving boen domonstratod that water
can bo supplied for tho irrigation of cortain
large areas, let the ownern of tho land effected
sot asido certain portions within the tract
susceptible of irrigating, fur colunization
under the ha nlet systom, and 80 soon as the
necessary canals aro comploted, begin an
active campaign in tho U.ited States and
abread fur immigrants w tako tho irrigated
lands under the culony or hamlet plan. That
sottlers can bo obtainod to dovelop thocountry
under this system and by tho nid or irnga-
tion is proved by tho oxpe-ienco of tho States
and terntories already roforrod to, and by tho
spectaclo witnossod o fow days wgo in tho
passago over tho Caradian Pacific railway of
a very considerable culony in their migration
from tho contaal and castern stn os to North-
orn California, to found ono of tho colonios

which aro boing Jocated at differont points 1n
tho arid west by the American colonial club,

Mr. Chairman and members of the convan.
tion, let me close this paper which has already
grown to an inexcusablo length, by asking
for your fair consideration of the factsregard.
ing our arid region, and the advants
which it certainly has asa homo for the immi.
grant who is desirousof going in for ranchung
and dairy farming. providing that ho cap
count un the nover-failing aid of irrigation to
produce each and every year a crop equal
both in yield and quality to anything pro.
duced in any other part of this our great
western heritage, of which we are all 8o just.
1y proud. aud upon the early settlement and
progress of which depends much of the futurs
of our Dominion.
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