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bensaid, of the writing and talk that bas been
going on for years.It iS now in order for the people of this
province, to aslk what has the provincial oppo-
sitiOn striven to do in the direction of getting
the Minerai wealth of this province developed
*'lave they had any policy on the subject t

roR prospecting and superficial working of
Veing, the Kootenay district is superior to Mon-
taR'a. In the latter country, as in the former,
Chinooks occur in winter that clear the ground
f romn 511w, but in Montana the winter cold is
ofteBn and generally very severe, while in the
Trait Creek district it is comparatively mild.
Moutana knows temperatures of fifty betow

zero the lowest in the West Kootenay is but
tittie below zero. The lakes and rivers of the

atouand country, though they lie over
a huadfeet above sea level, are neyer f rozen

o0ver. Steamboats ply ail the year round.
Wehen snow lies higher upon the mountains it
!aCiitates the transport of supplies, and winter
18 really a better season for opening "lfinds" than
Buflimer, when (as it is at present) the roads
are flot well fitted for travel. 0f course the
Prospector findsdifficulty in fotlowing veins when
ShoDw is on the ground, but the winter season
18 short. It begins earlier than in southern
(fltario but it closes earlier also, sometimes in?ebnrary. Underground mining, of course is
'lot affected by winter, except favorably, owing
tO the cheaper conveyance of supplies to the
mîining camps.

IN< getting out prospectuses, the d raf ters should
a'void putting on the extra cent figures after
the straight dollars are mentioned, either in
'tating the capital or calculations as to profit.
It is, a common fautt in writing prospectuses,
buit a very foolish one. The thoroughly wide-
aW*ake man, who knows the world, simply as-
criles it to, ignorance, and it is the simplest kind

fSulartness thar, hopes to impose a"I wool-sack"
Importance on the public. It foots nobod!y, ex-

'ePting the most ignorant, who have nothing to,
ihlvest and it arouses a shade of suspicion in

Lt uiet littie capitatist who knows not the
w'Orld broadly, and cannot make allowance for
the littleness or ignorance, or something else,
of the man who writes $ 1,500,000.00, when the
811perfiuous 0's might be omitted. 'Don't do it,
býYs. The world, if ignorant, is not imposed
uPOny this chitdish trick. Investors try to

da ith facts and reasonabte calculations.
lao't~ rufflo the feathers of the shrewd muan
WPhose temperament atlows himn to bo irritated
bY trifies. State the honest truth, without
ChiIdish embetlishments. If you can't, thon

S3tate nothing at ail.

ABANDONED AGES AGO.

])ISVoVERY 0F SEVEN ANCIENT COPPER MINES

NORTH 0F LAKE SUPERIOR.

SE1VEN ancient copper mines worked by an
11ihknown and pre-historic race, have been lo-
c4ted in Cook County, Minn., on the north
shore of Lake Superior, says the New York
le aid. In the great Superior copper region,

011d debris.covorod coppor pits abandoned cen-
tle5 ago, have heretofore been discovered,

buIt this new find is the first that bas been
'Ilade on the northern shore of the great lake,
anld the discovery gives promise of activity in
rai!ing operations in that locality, for not only
have paying deposits of copper been laid bare,
ot8 omle silver and a littie gold have heen
f'ICI with the baser metal.
These mines, which were accurately. Iocated

between the United States and Canada at that
point.

That the mines have not been discovered
before is not strange, for Cook County is an ai-
most isolated point of land, far from any large
setttement. Though it contains 1,520 square
miles of land, iL has only 140 inhabitants, be-
sides a few Indians in the Pigeon river reser-
vation, at its extreme eastern end-about -ten
mites f rom the nearest of the seven newly dis-
covered mines. Thon the county is very hilty,
rocky and wild, with little fertile land, and
offers few inducoments Wo settlers.

HOW THE MINE5 WERE FOUND.
The ordinary observer might waik ail over

Cook County and not be aware of the fact that
ho was treading on rich deposits of vatuable
ore, for the piLe of the ancient mines have
been fitled with debris and been covered by
brush, growing and falen trees, and the wash
f rom higher lands.

It requires the eyes of an expert trained in
prospecting to find the signs of hidden ore;
and so it was in this case, for it remained to
Captain William P. Spalding-now seventy-
four years old - of Sault Sainte Marie, to,

ake the discovery.
Late in 1895 ho concluded that ho would

look over Cook County. Hie search brought
him succees, for ho disCovered evident traces
of ancient Ildiggings," and thon, having associ-
atod himsolf with Mr. John M. Miller, of
Escanaba, Mich., the explor-btions wore con-
tinued this year.

The Lwo mon went caref ully over the ground,
making thorough oxamination and numerous
excavations, with the result of accurately locat-
ing the sevon pits, so that a surveyor woubd
have no difficulty in finding Lhem. 0

In a letter f rom Captain Spalding, in rota-
lation Wo his discovery, ho writes:

I caim to, have been the first diecoverer of
'ancient diggings' on the north shore of Lake
Superior, made in the faîl of 1895, in what is
Township 64 north, of Range 2 east of the
fourth principal meridian, Sections 4 and 5;
and afterward in Section 3. The diggings are
on the north side of a bluff on a inountain, on
a vein running noarly east and west. On Sec-
tion 5 the work is about twenty rods in length,
apparentby of the depth of fitteen or Lwonty
foot. I have sunk in these diggings two pits,
f rom eighteen to twenty foot deep. On the
foot walt of the voin in the bottom of the pits
I found charcoat and ashes, but did not reach
the bottom of the diggings on account of water.

IlIn anothor pit, juet off these works, I sunk
fifteen foot to a vein, which had been greatly
disturbod. I found water that was plentiful
and f ree, and wbich I suppose comes fromn the
bake, which is close by the shaft. From this
pit I took out very fine specimons of both gobd
and silver, besides the coppor. The vein is
quartz, and both walls are talcose siate.

IlI found no tools or stone hammers, but
f rom the evidences the work was done by build-
ing a fire on the vin, heating iL to a high tom-
perature, and thon cooling iL suddenly with
water, which woubd have the effect of loosening
the ore. The copper wae thon broken out with
stone haminers. This was the anciont mode of
working the mines on the south shore of Lake
Superior.

On Section 5 I sunk sixty-five foot just
outside of the old work, on the north, expocting
the vein to come into my shaft at a depth of
110 fot-as the dip is toward the north-but
I put in a diamond drill and bored forty foot
at an angle of forty-five degrees before I struck
the vein. In this vein I took out some valu-
able specimens of native silver and silver
gilano. 1w iilcoýrnti;nue hth wrk bore noxyeavdr.

two immense piLe were dug by the prehistoric
niiners.

«INear this junction, to the north, there is a
mound, which should be opened, and I intend
exptoring it on some future day. Not far f rom
this mound there is apparontly a road bed of
toose stones, which might have been the road
to Lake Superior, and the destination of the
product of the mines.

'«I have found no tools, so far, but thie is no
evidonce that they witl not ho found in the
future.

"I1 think the ancient works on these lands
are the most extensive over found."

IL is not at att unlikely that the mound wil
ho found rich in> tools, in ornamonts of copper,
silvor and gotd, and more than likely in skele-
tons of the very people who made those excava-
tions.

That tools will be found in these mines is not
improbable, for in ottiers opened on the soutb
shore of the lake, on which treos of great age
were growing, great numbers of stone hammers,
or mauls, were found ; also a few wooden
shovets, strongly resembling canoe paddtes,
together with the romains of wooden bowls for
baling, birchbark baskets, and some spear or
lance heads, beads, pins, and axes of copper.

Whether or not the mound that is Lo b.
opened will solve the problem of the age of the
mines, remains Wo be seen. Great antiquity
bas been assigned to thesle workings by smre
writors, and it bas been suggested, and flot
without reason, that a busy industry was sud-
denly intorrupted in them at some time over
five hundred years ago. The finding of a tree,
with à395 rings, growing in one of these ancient
pits, has been used to support an argument
that the working muet have been abandoned at
toast as long ago as the middle of the fifteenth
century, or some fifty years before the voyage of
Columbus. _____

ENGLISH CAPITAL COMING TO CANADA.
SEVERAL large deals have been reported froni

the Lake of the Woods district during the
past few. months. Among these we migbt
mention the sale of the Mikado, the Cornu-
copia, the Triumph, the Standard, and, besides,
several groupa of undeveloped properties: The
aggregate amount paid for these properties is
about a quarter of a million dollars. Those
sales have been nogotiated by Mr. Robert Ahn
to the satisfaction of ahl the parties concerned.
This is creditablo to Mr. Abn's abibity, and is a
proof of bis high standing with capitalists in
England, where these limits and prospective
propertios have beon sold.

USES 0F PLUMBAGO.
Tuic usc of plumbago in mechanics continues

to develop. Originally used for crucille manu-
facture and as a dry finish or polieb, its use
later led to a marked advance in our wheel
grease. Eventually iL found its way into tbe
iron foundries as a facing powder; next the
setf-lubricating journal. marked it a true friend
and economiser. Now we have iL brought be-
fore us as a rust prevonter and general pre-
server of iron surfaces, in which capacity the
discussions in the American Painters' Associ-
ations show that it far exceeds red lead or iron
oxide. Not onby does iL give a smooth finish
fit for a yacht bottom, and slips on with very
little brushing effort, but being an inert sub-
stance, iL is quite unaffcted by heat or frost,
rain or shine, acid or alkali. IL bas besides
the essential advantage of being cheap. Plum-
bago ià found in considerable quantifies in
eastern Canada.
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