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COUNTRY OFFICES AND i)r CITX', COPTiION.

IN tbis country a good deal is lieard about this mattcr. Soine
city bouses are accused of sending out into the country and

taking jobs away froni the local offices. Lately, somie local
offices bave captured paying work %which formierly went city-
ward. In England the sanie problein, under wholly différent
conditions, is being discussed, and the British and Colonial
Printer retors to it iii a recent issue. Therc tho p)rovincial coin-
petition lias been severely foit b>' city offices. %Vith one-inth to
onc.îonth, approximately, of the population of the kingdom
centred %vithin the census district of London, at one limie at
loast considerably more than that proportion of the printed
mnatter used iii thoso islands îvas executed ira London. Provin
cial printers, grasping this Ladt, somoc 3o years or so ago began
to anke serious efforts 10 secure a share of the %vork. It was
those inewspaper publishers who ccncurrenîtly ran a con-
sidorable jobbing business %who led the atîack. Tlioir in.-
evitable connections wvith London advertising bouses and
aigeicies gave themn a certain key 10 the position. Thenl
îlot a fiuw London l)riilters were wont to "rush" the pro-
vinces iii a nianner tbat lte provincial printer considered
10, bc unfair. The namoe of a London printing house
carried with il great presti2 ' h- I is a malter of Ibistory
that thousands of orderq for clicap classes of printinjg, ostensibly
printed in the metropolis, werc iii reality printed close 10 the
consumer's own door. rîxdse things, comhinied with others, had
considerable influence iii iducing the provincial bouse dm1t had
machînery beyond tlie capacity of ils regular home wvork 10 îry
and retaliatc, and 10 keep wlieuls constantly rotating thereby.
The restilt bias beuni to alniost cripple the London job trade. Il
one were t0 îake the miap of Esigland a-id rule linos 10 those
îowns from P>erth to Plymouth, north, cast, west and south,
thant niow soughît and derived work from L.ondon, ho would
practically obliterate the niap. Large bouses hure, handicapped
with lheavior wages, hecavier rents, rates, etc., hiave one after
anoîlier fuît themselves driven to transfer thocir works to cheaper
localities. Those with country works have been concentrating
thucir execultive more and more theruat, and no long interval
ever passes without lte record of a necw migration. So acute is
the comipetition that a new firni attempting 10 open up
business of a genoral character wvould almost inoviîably
lusu ils capital ; the old oncs aire supporîed only by long.
establislied connections. Thore is -iiothetr side to tîte question.
Bly setting up great establishments iii country districts for the
oxccutioni of moirol)olilanl ordors, the London prinmer is iii uffect
carrving the %var into the ieemy's camp, and içill probably bu iii
a position to inflict as great damage upon lte vrovincial as the
latter bias hitherto donc to lte mietropolitan printer. It itnust
be borne iii mmd duit it is not lte largest provincial bouses
that do the hecaviest cutting for the London trado. On the con-
trary, it is the ambitious class or flou wvho employ from ton to
twenty machines that are he most kecen, acting on1 te princii)le
tuat orders derived fromi forcign ground eau bu mun at lowv rates
owing ti. lte circunmsîancc thnt, run in butwcen local orders,
they flI up gaps thant would oîherwise rel)rescnt wvaste in machine
ilo'vr. E vury shilling made in duit wny is profit and hlps 10

maintaini a laiger staff of mon and machines, available for ail
local onlurgcnc ics, tailiîhy could olheriwise profitably kcep
togethur. Now iwhen te L ondon prinmer is driven 10 set up bis
works iii counltics throughi %hich the great trunk Unes run, ini

towns and villages wliere lie can pjrocure cheap land and checap
labor, it is nanifest that lie wilI net on somewhat the samie prin-
cipie, but wvith the conditions reversed. That is to say, bis
London conîioction.; iili forni the backbonc of bis business-
and hie will look to bis pîrovincial surroundings to supply the
gaps. He will thereby bc iii a position to " cut " for this class
of work. As a rule, the machinery wlaich hie takes down with
ii tw. the counry will bu of a bomewhaîi mure advanced order

-hoe wilI use more perfectors and rotaris-than bis provincial
ccmipetitor hiad hitherto found necessary for bis requircie-its.

TuIe, NE %SPAIIER MAN.

There is înuch to bc learned about newspaper nîaking, but
lut a mani bc thoroughly equipped with general knowledge of
those things that concerni mankind, society and govorrnmcnt,
aind thon give him onthusiasrn, the power that suîrs and inspires,
and hoe will miake bis way as a newspaper man. This is truer
of the journalistic calling than of any other. Yet this doos not
prove that a thoroughi gencral knowledge miay not profitably be
supplemented by what may bu ternied a professional knowledgc.
Knowledge of the sciences of anatomy , physiology, hygiene and
materia miedica will not niakec one a successful practitioner of
medicine, yct a physician would make very poor lieadway with-
out them. 'llie physician, besides all the Iearning in these
branches, must have a thorough, practical, experimental knoiv
ledge of pathology iii ail its branches and infinite relations.
The editor in generai knowledge g-ets at the financial, social,
political pathology of the race, but back of this is a very valu-
aible professional K-nowledge.-I)rinîter-Jouirnalist.

Jk)

pu:. ' *ý Are7d. 'MTc rý dir y'unr.--I'îMi Nla~y.

June, 1896


