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Mz J. B. McWilliams, crown timber agent,
of Peterboro’, Ont., returned early in March from
an inspaction of the lumber camps in Northern
Ontario. From Huntsville he drove through a
rough section of country, sheltered, however,
from cold winds by thick forests and almost in-
surmountable walls of rock. Passing through
the townships of McClin:eck: and Livingstone to
the village of Dorset, the former headguarters of
the Gilmour Company, Mr. McWilliams pro-
ceeded 10 the headquarters of the superintendent
of Algongquin Park at Canoe Lake. He visited
during his tour the camps of the Rathbun Co.,
Gilmour Co., Mickle, Dyment & Son, J. D. Shier
and the St. Anthony Lumber Co., and inspected
operations amounting 1o 80,000,000 feet beard
measure of saw logs, and 530,000 cubic feet of
boa-d timber, representing a totzl revenue to the
government of oves S110,000. Mr. McWilliams
found the largest stick of toard timber on the
limits of Mr. Dyment. It measured 303 cubic
feet. In the St. Anthony Lumber Co.’s limits he
fcund a log 3.069 feet, board measure. The
largest average in the size of logs were those of
the Gilmour Co., 230 feet being theaverage. Mr.
McWilliams declares the Rathbua Company to
have the best camp and the test accommodations
for the men. They do the closest cutting and
rake greater care in preserving their timber.
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How the position of the lumber business in
many pants of Canzda has changed of late!
Where a few years ago the business was chiafiy
coafined 10 2 few large operators, we now have
a very large number of small mills, and many
farmers who have a few thousand feet of timber
to dispese of, put in a2 pertable saw mill 2nd cut
the lumber, either for their own use or for mar-
ket. There are saverzl reasons fer this change,
among which may be meaticned the perfeciing
of the portable saw mill, the meugre reterns from
farming, and the increzse in the price ¢f lumber
as compared with twenty-five vears age. I was
recently given access to some raturns showing
the number of smzall mills in Ontario which cut
entirels from tirber obtained from private lands,
and was surprised 1o find that such mills num-
bered well up 10 £ifteen hundred. Qf course the
average annuzl cut of most of these weuld prox~
ably not be more than a few thousznd feet, but it
would go 2 leng way towzrds supplving the
local demznd {rom the farming community.  In
New Brunswick similar conditicns exist, 2nd as
2 result property has matedzlly advanced in
price. Lands which 2t one time were considered
almost valuelass are now held ara kigh figure,
owing to the geaerzl adeptien of the portable

mill.
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T HAD 2 conversation recently with the hiead of
a large manufacturing firm which had becore
insolvent. His account to me of the tusiness of
the firm since its establishment was interesting
and suggestive. Starting in business abou: fif-
teen years ago with a very limited capital, the

combined possessions of the partners in the
enterprise, success was at once met with, and
year after »-ear showed an increase in the profits
of the compuny. In keeping with the increasing
business, it became necessary almost every year
to enlarge the plant, and to this end nearly il
the profits were devoted, until the almost insig-
nificant establishment of a few years ago became
an extensive and modern concern. But Juring
the general business depression of the past two
or three years, orders commenced to slacken, a
condition the company were ill prepared for,
having their funds largely locked up in manu-
facturing plant. Profits decreased, and it became
necessary to mortgage the plant to meet their
expenses. No assistance coming in the way of
renewed 2ctivity, the abandonment of their estate
was the only resort. In the above lines there
may be a lesson for some one. \While entarprise
is at all umes to be commended, there is danger
in branching out to such an extent as to jeopar-
dize one’s position when unusual financial or
commercial depression is experienced. The
shrewd business man is he who makes ample
provision for the many ups and downs which are
certatn to be encountered in business life. Had
the firm referred to been content with a smaller
plant, and retained some of their capital for an
emergency such as subsaguently was met with,
they wovld undoubtedly have weathered the
storm more successfully. Slow but steady pro-
gress is certain to attain the best results.

QUERY FOR LUMEERMEN.

May & Sov, of Weston, Ont., were c.tting in
their mill an elm log, third from butt < tree, say
30 feet from ground, and the saw rzn on to fiva
iron spikes, halfinch thick. They werz imbedded
in 2bout § inches, ard eighty growths were out-
side of them. How did they get there?

The Lusszriax soliciis the opinions of its
readers as to the most feasible solution of the
problem.

BRITISH COLUMBIA LETTER.
Reglur Currmpendazae <8 the Caxasa Lywezawax)

THE ssbiext of forewt preserizution bas received coo-
sideratic aiteniica in the kocal legivlatire. M. Kernedy
zoved that more eficien: means for praveniung forest
Gres be adopted, by some sysiem of patzol by the pro-
sical pidice during the months of July, Aszgit and
September.  Hoa. Mr. Manin suggexed that, owing 0
the large area of timber limits, a xteam yacki be emplaved
"o cruise ong the coast.  Mr. Kemnedy suggested the
b niment of fire ditncts and the appoiniment of a
warden (o7 €acn Cmtrnd, suvh warden to Rave the powmer
of a pelice oSicer azd aothority o cail va the poblic for
asalazag @ pattimg st dres. Hethaoghr logge-s <Soold
be regored 1o batn oer their cuttings at the chowe of e
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Mz E. J. Palmer. manager of the Victoria Lumber and
Manzfaciunzg Company s Chemaizus mill, apoke as fol-
wws with regard to the lamber trude: ¢ Budnes is
Tenling =0 MEC3 w0 thal we are ruzaing sight and day,
and aven then &nd i hard 1o keep up with the ooden
U4 yes. the lamber trade o lovking wp at last, I mgiadio
sav.

Accordzg to the repont of Tumber Inspevtor Skinaer,
e Umber et dunag 1866, n0T ma . lag that from the
Dominicon and the E. & N. lands, was 112,937,106 feet, of
w5k 61,553,565 feet was fromy Crown lands, 30.373.1%0
from timber leasebalds, 15.235.225 from prhvate propeny,
amd 6.556.900 from timber immits. The To¥ally payvable
*2s $30.622 13 revpect of Crown iands, $12.28; timber
leaseolds, and Si303 nmber kmite, makmg a teval of
8z7.703 The rebates alowed fox expostaton were
$1¥.395. leaving the oet rovaliv oo timber $31.507.  The
rovaiy edleied o3 cordwood was §7,563. The rent

accruing on timber leases during 1866 came to §
The 10tal revenue from timber sources was $90,40..
fargest payments for rovalty were made by the Mo d
Land> and Saw Mill Co., S7,%93 'e>s $3.919 reb.ve;
C. Muls, Timber & Trading Company, \ancouter
New Weminster, $20,432 levs S10,216; Victori
ber & Manufuctunng Co., Chemainus, $3.574 e~ 55
Geo. Cassady & Co., L1d., S1.29% less S639; ac:
Blue, Rossland, S1,503.

COAST CHIP.

Tte large mill of the Takush Harbor Lumber Ca
cloved down,

A stupment of 80,000 feet of cedar timber and
boits was recently made to fapan as an expe-ime
order.

Mz, J. C. Schermertom, formerdly of the Saymd
Co., of Vaacouser, has been appointed manager of
Sayward's mill at Pilot Bay, and assumed his new 4
a fortaight ago, 3

Mr. E. F. Stephenson, Dominion Land and Ta
Agent, of Winaipeg, was i this peovince cary;
month wovestigauing the affairs of the Crowa Ti
Agency here. A commission was held vesterday te
quire into matiers, the neult of which I have ned
learned. Pernding the result, Mr. T. S. Higginsoa
been suspendead.

NEW ‘VESTMINSTER, B. C., March 20, 1897,

REW BRUNSWICK LETTER.
[Reg=1ar Comespeodee f e Caxaza Loxzrauas.|

JecH interest is taken here by lombermen in t8e
posal of the United States gosernment 1o impose a
cpon Canadman lamber. A nomber of Amerias
ho.diog timber Bmits in Maine have mills on this s
the border, in which they manufacture the logs from
Maine limits.  Amoog those may be mentioned thel
lowing : Stetson, Cuiler & Co.. two mills; Mi
Woodman, two mills; J. R. Warper & Co., S. T.
Seoas, A. Cushicg & Co., Dazn Bros., James F. §
Charlex Miller, and E. L. Jewert, all of whose ol
located 21 St. John. The above firms find @t
vanlagedas 10 mancfaciore their logs on the
side, and are therefore opposed to 2 duty on lembex,

St. Joha s coming 10 the front as a winter sby
Pori. A siatement recemily prepared shows that
the seasca is compieted 38 vessels will have o=
British ports and ¢ight to the West Indies, caond
totid of 106,162 tons.  The figures for 1593506 were o
toas.  The regular Isers bave takea a large g
lember in small lots, which has enabled light impon
Great Brtzia 1o obzaia goods direct

J. A. Siaclair, bratber of Mr. Edward Sinclair, b
known lcober eperator of Miramichi, is manager of
of the larges: saw mill in California. He wenr
Pacific coast ia the carly seventies and located =
beldt Coznty.  The town of Scovia, Hombedd: Ca,
built principally by Mr. Sinclair.  An idea of ke
the mi may be obrained from the fact that the ool
tke largest singie contract for sax mill mackiney
taken in the United States.

BITS OF LUXBER.

Te aaacal meeting of the Si. Joha Rives Log D
Compant 13 annonaced 10 take place in 1bis ¢ty
thof Apal

Charles D. Swaford and F. W. Hall, of Bangor,
haze decidad 10 evect a iarge mill on ther
Tracadie next samoier.

Mess Timethy Lyach, Michael Weish, David
James Love, Jola Reynolds and Peter B. Millerare
ing incerporation as the Upper Sxcthwest Miramid
Driving Companz.

Levazrd & Soa's mill at Acsidale, Queens Co.. i
sawing. Thetr mill at Armstreog’s Corner w3
pred this s car with lumber cut 0o Canzan river
aorth<ast branch of Long creek. There will be as
1o and a hali millions 10 seppiv theve mills this vo

St. Jous, N. B., Manch 23, 189;.

The McEachrea Heating & Ventilating Co.. dof
Ont., =il shonils remove their works to the larger
premibes recemily occopied by the Cant Bros. Ca
COomp3ay propone 10 extend their business br
serveral new fines of manzfactore. i



