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]DIVORICEO
"What o'clock is it, John ?11
"Nint o'clock, air." And tht English vale~t cf Richard Lestrange drcv

acide tht curtains af the bedroomt-iidow tz Iei in the llght cf a leaden-
skicd, caïd Dccrnber xuorning.

Auy letters ?"
"Three, air ; and eigbt Christmas carda."
"Ah, yes; it is Christmas Diy. I declare I badl eutireiy forgotten it.

Onder breakfast ta be ready lu an hbýur, and op.-n the register lu tht dresa-
ing.room." And Mn. Leatrange sank bick upon bis pillait ta enjoy a
deliciau-t quarter af au hour in bcd before nising. Hall waking, baif sleep-
ing, bis cyts waudcred vaguely over the fresh new fittinga cf tht clegant
rogm, enliveued bere and there by the brilliant toues of a water-color by
some lamons Freuch artist-such as Leloir and Madeiue Lemaire. Tht
most fashionabie uphoisierer of New York lied dont bis work well, and
'white contemplating thet icli coioting and iistic arrangement of the apai-
ment, Richard Lestrange became absonbed lu tbought.

Fre once more-unfettered, unmamnied, and bis owu master ! His
divorce bad been prouounced ouly ten days before, and a amile cf satisfac-
tion curved bis blonde moustache et tht idea that tht affair was setîied at
last. He conld celebrate bis firet fret Christmas ai bis case. What a bother
il had been, to bt sure !-wbat witb lawyers te consult aud papers ta aigu,
and aIl tht tormeut cf uucertaiuiy I AIl vas ended uor, like an evil drtain.
Ht conîd go bis own way and amuse hiatîlf as lie liked, wltbonî account-
log for bis niovements ta anyhody. Fret I-absouteiy sud delightfuiîy
free-at Isst! Heturmcd on hie pillow with a sigb cf satisfaction, aud then
be began ta meditate coucerning bis marriage.

XI badl been a uiistake from tht v8ry first. "Xbat badl bce, a gay young
society man cf New York, with ideas of 111e Iearned mainly lu Paris sud in
Lo6ndon, ta do with a pions, piudiah New Engiand damusel with a taste fer
art sud aturrfor science? Wben lie met Miss Clans Frost, cf Provldenct,
seven yeats before at «Newport, lie had been et once !ascinated by ber deli-
cale bloom and tht aveetricas cf ber expression, and by tht charm of ber
nianner-naturally winning and, as yet, uusophiBticated. Sht had been
tle belle cf an unusually brilliant sumnier season at thaï; renowned. watering-
Plac, a-id bal tht men ai bis owu especial set had b:en in love willi ber.
That b..d piqned bim ta tht pursuit cf a prize that s0 many cf bis frienda
bad striven iu vain te win. She bad been indïfkzreuct isei f te bim at fret,
and he conîd ual resist thet emptatlon of striving to meli the lighî veil cf
snow-half colduess and balf purity-beneath whxch tht expression of ber
real feelings was concealed. Iu ibis effort lie had b.-come himustîf sincerely
iuterestcd In a feuiline nuture tlat difiered so widely from auy lie had
beretofo-e known. It vas pnebably ibis spark of gennine a.!ction lIati bd
ruade bis wooing irresistible. He sncceded lu bis suit, and Misa :.. t
becamne Mms. Richard L-:strange within a very few montha after tht da:e A4
ttheir firai meeting.

From tht carliesi moment thero bad bren elements cf discord lu tb
nuptial harmonies. Two people mort lhoroughly nu.uiîed la cadi ailier
lu tastes, habits and convictions it would have bcen bard ta fiud. Mme.
L-stnanige vas unaffectedly rez-erved in bier mauiners, ana exctedingly par-
ticularly as ta ber mode of lite and ber choiée of aseocialetl. She tumned a
cQld sboulder ci the fi rtations dames sud damseis, with histories aîtachcd
ta every eue cf tbeir usimes, that she eucouutered ho society. She frowned
upon the petcd libertines af tht bour, and wonîd bave nothiug ta say ta any
cf thezu. She preferzed tht 5mrain5 of Wagner ta the melodies cf tht opera

, read Browning and George Eliot ir. preferernce ta Zila , was a devant
c.urch-gotr , kept the Sabbath strictiy, and was lu ail respects a woman of
serions and sevecy irreproachable 111e and mannera. And, wbat vas pro
bably tht muosi trying of ail bier pecnliarities te ber busbind, she developed
an aboormai propeosity ta jealonsy. lu tht comfortable seclusion cf bis
new bacltlor-qnarters, 24r. Lestrange passed hn ieview tht trying scouce to
which tbls teudency on bis wife's part hail atbjected hlm. The bysiericai
tears cailed forth by ber discovery of cerinir scenied notes directed te ber
spouse lu feminine haud-writing ; tht ouîbursts of indignation aronaed by
sundry drives and daners bie lad taken with ladies wha probably wert
sans peur, bu'. vIa vert assuredly uot çans6 relroche, i ud especially n scene
of vebemuent wralh, L-duced by the discovcmy cf a bill for a bracelet that
neyer lad eucimcled the amm cf Mme. Leazrange, and vhich she afierward
recognizzd as a sparkling adjuci te tle very ecaut costume cf Mademoiselle
Jolitjombe, the leadiug danseue iu tht nev ballet cf Il Argentine," at Nil.
lo's Garden. Thc birth of their litt daughler, an event lIat usualuy
fnrnlshes a (meuh liuk ta uite a young, newly marmied couple, bied only
brought in itr train fresh sarices cf dissension. For Mrs. Leatrango, like
zuany yonng moibers, raît int tht opposite extreme front tIc usuai actions
cf fashionable maternity, aud devotcd herself exclusively te her infant. SIc
gave up saciety allogether, neyer weut auywhere willi hem lnsband, relin-
qnlahed aIl prarticeocf tht accomplishments ho wbose perfection bcehad been
wont te take prido, and theroby h.d insensibiy weakened tht already sIen-
der tics lIaI bonud hlm te bis bhome. Hie liue Xitiy !-ah, yes ; aIe
cemtainly was a charmiug Mite creature I And alibhis point lu bis meditations
Richard Lestrange alirred uncasi:y on bis pitlow, as thougi a thomu, unfelt
tuBl that moment, baad suddenly developetl the sharpocas cf it pnick lu the
ruidst of bis bachelor comfort. Then rose before bim a vision of a former
Christmas Dày, when tht youug moiber b.d delighied in showlng off, for
tht firai lime, bis baby danghter's firsi accomplissmcutibat of valkiog
alone. It vas a pretty picture thus recaied te hlm by memory * Hie vile
lu the elegant afiernoon costume of dank-blne veivet and costiy laces, don-
ned by ber in bonor cf the day , and tht 11111e one, flushed and cager lu ber
rmbroldercd fredk aud wide binte sasi ana dainty iitie ahees-the fixa that

had ever been of real use to her-and the great bitte eyra wide open in imondcr-
ing delight; -,ad the pt-.tty besd all cc'<erd withl tings of golden silk, and
the quick, tottering rua from the café ahelter of bier mother's booom te bier
father's out8tretched armil1 The nymphe and fairies by Leloîr, thé fruits
and flowcrs depioted by Madeline Lemaire, seemed pale in c9loring aud
unintcreating ini subject beaide Ibid vivid sketch from, the pencil cf Memory.
Really, if Clara had oniy been a little leua exacting, net quite so innuppert-
able- But at tii moment John knocked et tbe door to arnounce the
readiness of ail things ini the dreasing-room for Mr. Lestrange's morning
trilet, and the reverit wa% abruptiy brought te a close. It was better noa,
m il waa begin*n ta grow disagrecable. After aIl, be had potlos bisi
littie gil. 9àt lwouid be able ta se ber from time te lime without being
bothercd by bier mother'd atraiî-laced ideas and jeaicus uagging.

Breakfast vas served ivith daluty accompaniments cf eggçahel1 china
and giitterlng dishea ;but though ho scorned te confeus the fact,to bimacîf,
lbe missed the nierry chatter of littie Kitty over ber bread and rniik, and
her coaxing petitions for a spoonfùl cf ber papa's egg, or for a teste cf the
half melted sugar et thé bottom of bis cofe-cup. To gct iid of ilitue Idels
Mr. Lestrange devoted bimsoif ta tht perussl of bis ntwspapersand lettera.
The e st, ilirce In number, were na% altogether satisfactory. Tht final one
ran as foilows:

IlDx~.Ax LEsrRANGE,-I regret te say that It witl be impossible for me
to keep my engagement ta lunch with you to-day. My muster bas juil
arrived from Europe, and, natnrally, I shahl be detained at home for the
heat part cf tht day. With sincere regrets, youn fritnd, mo!t tru *ly,

WILSON CAIIRINOTON"'
Ho threw down this missive and cpened anotber.
DxàR OLn) Bor,-Wben I pramised to lunch with you this morning I

quite (argot that it vas Christmas Day. I have a host cf things ta attend
to-forgotten preserits te bu7, and there In a Christmas-tree thai dlaims iny
aid ai the last moment. Tht litIle once are clamoring zt the door, sud my
wife insista that I ehall lend my aid to tht tying crn cf tapera and bonbons
and guitballe. Sa, vith miny regrets, pray excuse your sincere friend,

àaRBy DELrsiaRT."

"You need order no luncheon to-day, John-I a2, lunch ai the club-
As for dinuer- But what la bere 1"

And lie tare open the third letter.
IlImpassible, rny friend, ta join you ai dinner this evening. Tht Christ-

mas matince and tht evening performance together viii, take np te rac
of zny lime. A tbousand regrets, and many thanko for the car-rings. I
shall wear tbem to-nigbt. Pray corne to tht Folly Theatre and judge cf
their effect.

A124E JOLIEJOUZE."
"The little decciver I As if 1 did net lincu thal abe dots mot dan=e ai

lhe maltine, and was ta sham e:c.k!:-ss ta get off from tht eveunng perform-
ance ! I wonder who lit is that be in going te, wheedlo oui cf 'a broacli ta
match my car-rings ?"

And in a decidedly bid temper with hlmself aud ail tht. worid, Mr.
Lestrange puft on hie bat ana avencoat aud salied forth for a walk.

Iwrs a cheerless day, so far as tho vreilier wua concerned. Tht aky
kepi ils leaden aspect, and tht wind was sharp and chili. Nov ana then a
few stray anow-flakes came fioating upon tht air, as a rem:nder of: Èossibit
drifts and biocked-np trains aud slippery pavements in the near fifre.
Christmas services ai tht varions churches wert ai an end, and Fafib &,*
was crowded with promenaders. Mr. Lestrange met numbera oi ..ea
who badl been habitues cf bis bousebold during tht period before bis - mal
quarrel t7ith and estrangemeut from bis wifc, but none cf those wbe baid
been accuistomed te frequent tht rcception-afternoons cf Mrs. Lestrange,
and ta came te bier dinner parties, sened at ail lucllned ta grect ber
dii orced bnaband vcry warinïy. Decidedly, aociety, in the purer and bigier
aimoaphere ta wbich bis wife was accustomed, did net amuile upon hlm.
Young girls drifted pasi blj.iiý s hy glance and at simple bend cf the
head. Serene matrme saWred Pest ln tht dignity cf their velvets and fuaa
and vo achsafed ta hlm only tht chilliesi of bows. Nobody paused te speak
vrith him, or ta wish hlm a merry Christmas. There vrert othcr divisions
cf society in wbich bie might be welcome, but the hlgh-toned families of
ancient descent that had formed bis association in cidon days weme net at
ail inciocd ta treat him with cordiality.

Wiîh h: cquiuimity far more rufflcd than bce care to coufeas oven ta
bimseif, Richard Iluirange strolled off int the shopping strects cf tht
nietropolis. The gay holiday aspect cf the stores, the giittering dispiays in
tht wi'idowa, and the animation and bustle that wer evident or- ail aides,
aomtwbat rcvivcd .Lsespirits. But pnesently he feul ta thinking again about
tht Chrisîtmas Diys be bail once known. Tht great winter festival is &0
essentiaily devotcd te cbildren that bc conld not but remeruber tht gifle eud
tht gayeties thst bc bad planned at ocXime, ai similarseasons, for bis huit
Kitty. Ht recalled particuhsmîy a Chriaimas-trc party gotten up for bis
11111e ont, and at vhich a swarm of joyous children had been prcsent. Bc
had bcen ralier borcd ai thetimre by tht noise and confusion createdby bis
juvenile guesta, but on Iooking b2ck at the affair lie remembered cnly Kitty's
deiight, aud tht acreami of merry laughier wiii whicli as gree.ted evcry
separate offering from tht wonderful trec that bore guch enchanting fruit.

Just thon hc met, face te face, a certain di3reputablt ruac about tain,
oe Hiram Tait, te wbom ho had been introduced mare than once. Her-
taforc hie liadt dclined to accepi tht acquaintance, ou'ing le Mr. TaIt's
dtcidedly sbady reputatiou aud dsipated habils, and thst peracuage lad
met bis tacit refusai ai recognition vaiti sunly acquitacence. Nov le swag-
gered up ta Mr. Lestrange, accostedl hlm In,bilaious tenta by tht copnen
of IlDick tht Dirorced," and inaisted on gaiug to take a drink vrith him
tien and there.


