THE

CRITIC. 1n

And then he crossed the street, and she aaw him, and 2ow she was n°
Jonger pale, but rosy r2d as he held her hand.

‘1 thought you were gone away,” she said.

“But I have come back. Will you come inlo the square? I have
sonething to tell you."”

The square is very quiet at that hour of the morning. The children have
gone home to dinuer, their elders have not yet come out to play tennis, and
sitting thero under the great plane trees, somehow Lawrence Waldron man-
sged to tell Olive the whole wongerful story.

Beginning with how he Joved her, how ho had loved her all along; how
he had gone away because he thought Artbur cared for her.

" And you? Oh, Olive, my darling ! what answer have you for me 1"

. _He held out his hand, and Olive put bers into it, and that and the look
1n her blue eyes was answer enough for Lawrence Waldron.

For a few minutes, sitting there hand-in-hand, talking of this wonderful
love of theirs, Lawrence forgot everything else.  When he remembered and
told the zest of his story, it was some time before Olive could grasp it,
though, after all, it was simple enough.

She had known, of course, that her grandmother was Olive Dimocke ;
she was called after her, They had a bundle of letiers of hers; onc from
her father, old Geoffroy Dimocke, telling her she had chosen her lot, and
she was no longer a daugbter of his, dated from the Court.

. " You never said whero you lived, or spoke of the Dimockes, or any-
thing, and we—of courso wo have always been abroad. Oh, what will
maother say 1"

 And now it i3 all yours, my darlieg, and you are a wealthy little lady.”

“All mine! But how could that be? Ilow could I take it frora you 3”

“ Well, then, you will have to take me with it.  Yours and mine.”

And so they went home and told Mrs. Deering, and looked over the let-
ters, and counsidered the proofs which were all so plain.

4Aund Mr. Warren came and was disgusted with the straightforwardness
of everything.

. ""But, lawrence, I hope you are not going to do anything madly quix-
otic.

And then Lawrence said something that made Mr. Warren clap his
hands with delight and chuckle to himself for the rest of the day.

‘ Miss Deening and I have come to a compromise,” was what he said
“ She is going to have the Court, but she is taking me with it.”

They were married in October. Cons.ance Churchill was bridesmaid ;
Artbur Faitbful best man. These two had not met since Olive’s engagement.

After the bride and Lridegroom were gone, 1hey stood together a few
minutes in Arthur’s studio. The guests had strayed up bere to see Mr.
Fuithful's pictures and pretty things, and now they were gone down again,
and Arthur and Constance were alone. Miss Churchill was looking splen-
didly handsome in a soft, yellowish gown and wide plumed hat. There was
moto color than usual in her cheeks, and her grave cyes were very soft and
tender as she stood looking at Olive's portrait,

“ She is very lovely,” she £aid.

“ Yes," Arthur answered absently.

* You—you cared for her,” she said, turming round ov him,

* Never; f you mean that I loved her.  Constance, there is no use tell-
ing you what you know so well aiready. Therc is not much use thrusung
yourself upon a woman who shows so plainly what a contempt she has for
you; but if you care anything at all about my (uture, I should like you to
know that I really am gotag to work  You have roused me to some purpose.
I am g.ing awsy tor 2 yeur or wo."”

** Why are you gomg away 2"

Constance did not look at him as she spoke.

“ Why, tc sceif I can forget ; because 1 am not a stick, or a stone, to
stay here, and be treated as you treat me. I do 2ot complain. What night
have 110 complan of anything you do. 1 krow it isalmost au impenipence
for mec to love you; but a waa can't help those things, and I think, Con-
stance, if you had cared a Intle, you might have done anything you liked
with me.”

Constance looked at him. Who could have called her proud and cold
now, with her flushed cheeks and dewy oyes ?

* Will you let me ry now, Asthur3” she says. ¢ Is it too late ?”

Orver the manticpiece 1n Mis. Waldron’s boudoir hangs Arthur Faith-
ful’s portrart of that lady, which he has given her as a wedding present.
Husband and wifc often stand io tront of i, and talk over old umes ; and
Lawrcnce tells his wile how he lost his heartt to her blue cyes and winsome
ways the fiist day he saw her at Mrs. Manscll’s ; and she tells him the old
story he koows so well, how she had so lvnged to go to that party, and had
0o trock to go in~—no moncy to buy ounc ; and how she had made up a bun-
dle of things and taken them down o old Marks.

“ Aly puor ttle wife "

** And only think, Lawrence, we might never have seen cach other—you
and I—if it had not been for my geing to that pany, and for dear grand-
mdther's old yellow brocade.”
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