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The growth of Germany as a Naval power scarcely extends back mere
than a decade, At the time of the war with Deumark Prusssia had only
seven war vessels of any size, and these by no means large, and fifteen
gun boats, anQ‘little was done to increase the force till the Reichstag voted
an appropriation in 1873. At present Germany has 14 fine ironclads, 21
corvettes, of which the Nize, lately in Halifax Harbor, was probably one
. of the smaller specimeny, 14 armored and 10 ordinary gun boats, 16

torpedo vessels, 8 despatch boats, and 7 stesm and 3 sailing transports,
while 35 vessuels of various classes, chiefly monitors and torpedo vessels,
sre on the stocks. This is a wonderful increase of naval power in the
space of about 15 years, and forms no inconsiderable contribution to the
naval strength of the triple alliance.

_ It is difficult to understand the feeling which prompts a decided tone of
rejoicing over the falling through of the Anderson contract for a fast line of
steamers to Canadian ports from Great Britain. We fancy one obstacle has
been the proposed calling at a French port.  However, where serions doubts
arise as {0 a schome, it is perhaps better in the end that the first proposition,
which may well contain elements of crudity, should fail. That which comes
nextwill have had the benefits of the first doubtsraised and be better enabled
to estimate the points of practicability, Meanwhile it is evident that the
Allan Line intend to do little or nothing to amend either the speed or the
accommodation of their old boz's. Some of our contensporaries in the
expression of their delight at the collapse of the contract glide into a floridly
cloquent rebash of their antipathy to the C. P. R, but one of them follows
up its notice in that vein with one of the appointment by Japan of a consul,
to reside at Vancouver, who is stated to be charged with the desire of his
government for a larger compmerce with Canada, which can supply that
country with grain, flour, lumber, cottons and other things required there.
None but a section of unpatriotic Canadians pretend to resist the evidence
of the vast irport of the great highway to the East, but those who not long
ago predicted that the C. P, R. woull not carn enough to pay for jts axle
grease are, like Mr. Goldwin Smith, committed to their own foregone
conclusions, and are apparently determined o hold on to them till the lapse
of ime shall have miade them too absurd to be tenable by the most
infatuatéd pessimist, -

years old, lived wholly out of London and died at Sale, near Manchester,
after long illhealth and life-long puverty, somewhat relieved by a pestsion of
81,000 a year granted him by Lord Beaconsfield’s government in recogni-
tion of bhis services to science.

Says a contemporary :—* According to a long arnticle in 7ke Fort-

5 [-nightly, {rom Go to 86 per cent. of all the hooka given out of lending

libraries in twenty-\wo of the principal towns of lngland were prose
fiction, while from 1 to 2 per cent. were haoks on theclogy and philosophy,
and about the like proporti .n of books of poetry and the drama. N In
Scotland the tone of public taste is » Kutie higher, but only alittle.  The.
geveral conclusion reached is that taere is an enormous demand for works
of fiction, and that the prefererce is for bouks of a highly sensational
character, and these often of an immoral character, and totally destitute
of literary merit, It is to be feared that it is still worse on this side the
Atlantic.” The march of education has been rapid of late years, but
the world is still in a pretty crude siate in that respect. The individual is
after all the type of the cosmos ; the early love of fiction, good or rubbishy,
precedes the taste for weightier reading, and we may re nember that
Macaulay retained his liking for very ordinary novels to the end of -his life,

It is much 1o be hoped that recent repons of the ilthealth of the Prince
of Wales are exaggerated, It has been positively stated that H. R. IT. is
suffering from Bright’s disease : whether or no it is cenain that he has been
ill in a.way to indicate constitutiunat weakness,  All things consiuered 1t is
quite within possible contingencies that the Prince may not survive his
Royal mother. Should he nut succesd to the throne the disappoimiment
and regret of the British peaple will be very great.  Whatever the Prince’s
faults may have been, his genial, though far from undignified, character alone
has made a most javorable impiession, his tact and discretion are never
at fault, and his estimate of democratic forces is .o comprohensive that
there can be little doubt that he would prove the most popular king
that came to the throne for centuries His sun is.f.r from enjoying the
like popularity, being commonly regarded as somewhat ot a mitksop. This
estimate, however, may be both ciruncous and unchantable, as 1 is quite
possible that 2 young man of quiet tastes may be possessed of good sense
and sound principles. However this may be, every one will hope to see
the accession of the Prince of \Wales when the crown shall, in the course
of time and nature, ckase {0 be worn by as present august bearer.

Tur Critic has devoted in the past two or three years covsiderable
space to urging upon public atiention the necessity of having a secured

-bank circulation such as the pecuple of the United States enjoy  Our efforts .

now promise to bear fruit. At theanoual meeting of Molson's Bank, on.the.
14th ult,, Mr. Crawford asked if the Board had taken into consideration the -
renewal of the charters, which expire in 1891, as they involved vety import-
apt interests, and he thought it would be well if the Board considered some
of the questions, such as the incrers:d security to the public, by the adop
tion of the American principle of depositing Government hoods for the
circulation, und in lien of a Juuble liability act. That the Government
purpuses making some tmport:ut revisions in the present Binking Act, more
especially in regard to the b tter pr t=cuon of the public against temporary
depreciatio : of our currency n cise of bank failures, there can be very
little doubt. We have.always contended that the involuntary creditors of
banks should be.subjected to none «.f the tisks to which the. are liable
under the existing banking 12w, and that Canadian biak notes should be as
safe a medium of exchange under all circunsstances as United States bills. 1n
other words thé public must hav: ab » u'e security against any disturbance
in the face value of bank currency. To show that this is nat practically the
case we append a partial fist of Canadian banks that have fuled within the
paat few years leaving quantities of wurthless bills in circulation : —Agricul-
tural Bank of Upper Canada. Bank of Acadia, Nova Scotia. Bank of
Brantford, Brantford, Ont. Pink of Canadi, Montreal, P, Q. Bank of
Clifton, Bank of Liverpoul, Nava Scotia. Bank of Prince Edward
Island. Bank of Western Canads Central Bank of New Brunswick,
Fredericton, N. B.  Colonial Bank of Canada Commercial Bank of New
Brunswick. Farmers' Bank, Twronto, Oot. Internationai Bank of Canada,
Toronto. Mecchsnics' Bank of Montreal. Mechanics' Bank of St. John's.
Westmoreland Bank of New Drunswick. Zimmerman's Bank,




