3 gauumi Deboted to t@c Juteres

AND ML}

LTI

TARY AND NAVAL GAZETTE.

fs of the IMilifury and Zabal Fovees of fhe Douinion of Canads

VOL. V.

OTTAWA, CANADA, MONDAY, JULY 94,

1871. No. Ju.

JESSONS OF THE DECADE APPLIEL.

No. I.

BY A VOLUNTEER CAVALRYJMAN,

(Fromathe Tniled Stutes Army and Ny Journuly

Accoxranyivg the articles on cavalry, the
publication of which was completed last
i week, is a second part, applying the prin.
ciples laid down in the first part to squad,
carbine, skirmish, sabre, and pistol drill, to
borsemanship, troop, and regimental drill,
Jasso drill, and mitrailleuse practice. With-
out undertakingto publisk this in detail, we
propose t0 male some extracts from it, com-
mencing with

SADRE EXERCISE AND TOGLNAMENTS.

The sabre will be the ordinary Ames blade
of the present United States patttrn, to be
issued as sharp as & razor from the factory.
It will be worn in 2 scabbard of simglo black
or brown leather, kept soft and supple and)
ithout any wooden lining. Near tho mouth
{ the scahbard will be an outside sheath, to
1d 2 small flat tablet of soapstone with a

en handloe to act as a whetstone, The
bre will aliways be drawn slowiy and indi-
idually before oxercise, and returned in
¢ same way afterit. It will bo worn in a
rogat the waistbelt, hko the infantry sword,
d not slung. In dismounted firing it will
taken out of this frog and loft on the
saddle in tho same bucket provided for the
catbine whon mounted. At overy haltafter
along march, and overy evening and morn-
ing, the sabre will be drawn and tested. If
not sharp enough to cut hairs frem the
head or shave some off the baroarm, it must
bo carefully whetted until it will do so.

Dismounted sentries shall never mount
guard with sabres drawn. Either they shail
carry carbines, leaving thosabre in quarters,
or they cl:all takeoit from the frog and carry |
it sheathed, and at the yort (zide post). Tho,
point, whether bared or sheathed, shalt
never bo allowed to rest on tho ground.

Inspections of sabres and pistols shall be
geold daily, to keep both weapons in condi-

D

Officers should constantly impress on their
commands tho valuo of sharp sabres which'
will gash, even in tho hands of a child, if I
kept liko razors, and cut men in half at the
fwaist in hands of soldiers of ordinary
. strength, -
| Themen being perfect in drill, the in
' structor commands as follows, explaining

and fllustyating as ho goes on . ‘Attention to

¥OURS ! Fuurs—Iuwnr!” Tho movements
are executed as in dismouted skirmish drill.
‘The instructor then passes along the col
umns and designates the alternate sections
as “right?? and “left.!’

Returning to his post, Lo commands,
“Right and lefl—Fie!" ‘The alternate sec-
tions will file oft in opposite directions, the
instructor counting paces aloud. At five
paces the last man of cach filo halts; at ten
paces the next; at fifteen the next: at
twenty the file leader, when the instructor
commands, *HavLt! Froxr!"™ when the odd
sections pass 10 the front. The men are now i
stationed in o body, tho breadth of a squad
in line, and about forty paces deep, all un-!
der the instructor’s eye, and having amplcl
room to use their weapons.

Tho instructor now commands “Gtarp !
One motion. At thoword * Guard ' carry
the right foot two feet from tholeft, hoelsl
on aline, toes straight to the front, feot'
parallel.  Bring up tho left hand 0pposito1

the belt plate, and about six inches there-
from (bridle hand). Grasp the sabre fully!
with the right hand, and drop the flat of the !

blade on the left forearm, edge to the front. |
I

NOMENCLATURE OF EXERCISE. i
Tho hand can assume just two positions
i fencing, carto and tierce. All others are!
modifications of these two. When the back!
of the hand is turned to the right or down. "
leaving the nails up or to the left, the hand
is said to bo in carte. When the nails are
down or to tho nght, the back of the hand:
up or to tho left, the hand is in tierce. |

Theroe are four kinds of sword movements, '

to Lo taught in the following order: 1,

points; 2, cuts; 3, guards; 4, parries or
moulinets, Each of these movements can
be given on either side, and in carte or
tierce Tho last three may combine both
Ppositions in 170 motions.

The instructor explains as abore, and
then eommands, first illustrating the order

Carte—Porvt!—Three motions. _1lst. .At,
the word “Toint," place the hand agwinst,
tho breast, the sabre held horizontally, the
edgo up, tho hand in carte. 2nd. Thrust,
out the end of tho arm and draw bLach the,
elbow Instantly to the first position. 3rd. i
Come back to guard. .

(N. B. This point ugainst right or right,
rear, not much uso on tho left. Best on,
right front. To be directed on all these,
points, the instructor oxplaining it as a fine
but not a strong thrust). |

out to tho end of the arm aad instuntly
deaw back tho elbow to first positivn.  3rd.
Come back to guard,

(Y. B. Tho strongest point. Ayalubleall
round the body. The men are cautioned to
draw back the elbow vn muking the puiuy,
to avoid being disarmed in action.)

Carte and ficrce cut and—Poixt~Five
motions. 1st. At the word ‘ I’omnt,’’ cx-
tend the arm to the right rear as high as
the head, hand in carte, the flat of thoblade
resting on right shoulder, edge to the right.
2nd. Cut horizontally from rear to front.
At thoend of tho cut turn the wrist n
tierce, and bring the back of the blade tu
the left side of the neck. 3rd. Cut horizon
tally back again. At tho end of the cut
bring the sabre back to the tierce point, by
drawing back tho clbow. 4th. Make ticree
point. Sth., Come back to guard.

Tierce and carle cut and—Ponnt.—Five
motions. lst, At the word * Point, carry
the back of the blade to the left sudo of the
neck, the hand in gtierco. 2nd. Cut, and
come to carteon right shoulder. 3nl. Exe-
cute carte cut and draw back the clbow to
carte point. 4ih. Mako carte point. Jth,
Come back to guard.

N. B, The men must be cautioned not to
let the hand turn so as to cut with the flat
of the blade, 2 common fuult. The first of
these cuts is the most useful, as it ends in
the strongest of points, a tierce. Tho see-
ond is used if you can gain your adversary's
Icft rear, as his defence is powerless against
carte points at that time.)

Circle—DEerexp.—Threo motions. Ist. At
the word “ Dcfend,’”’ carry the hand to the
! right frent incarte, thesabre perpendicular.
y edge right front. ~ Carry tho guard along
+ the whole right to the rear, turning the
| body to face right rear. nd. Tumn the
! wrist, throw tho hand aboveo the head, and
i drop the point to the loft rear, the hand mn
{ tierce, tho sabre protecting the left rear.
Carry tho guard along the whole left dorvn
tv the left leg, «nd rise again to cover the
hotse’s head, ending by Jlearing b wal
guarrgmg tho right leg.  Sed. Como back o
zuard.
® . B. Tls suandis impregoatle ali rouad
against cuts. It must be carefully taught.)

Cartc—Parny.—Four motions, Ist. At
the word * Parry,’ raise the hand in carte,
tho body bewmg turned toward the night, tho
elbow drawn back, the blade perpendicular,
edgo to the rear. 2nd. Describo a sharp
quick circlo from roar to fiont downwards.

bra exereiso! From fhe righi—CotyT

Tierce—Porst,—Threo motions, 1st. At, the back of tho blado leading, returning to
tho command *‘ Point,” carry tho sabre, hor-, first position, and turn tho Lody to the lest.
izontally and cdgo upwards, opposite the, 3rd. Repeat tho parry on thoe left sido. 4tk
right car, the hand in tierce. 2nd. Thrust! Como back to guard Fe



