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jta realization was found to be a polltical necessity,  ‘Then the
Government of the new Dotainlon of Canada set ahout the bnjhl.
ing of the Canadian Pacific Rallway, a work of such vast propor-
tions that the 1lehest empire of Europe snight well have hesitated
Lefore entering upon it.

¢ Muclt of the country througl which the milway must he
butlt was unexploved, ‘Towards the cast, all about Lake Super-
lor, and beyond to Red River, was a vast rocky reglon, where
Nature [n her yotnger days had run riot, and where deep lakes
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and mighty tivers fn every diieetion opposed the progress of the
engineer.  Bevond Red River for a thousand aniles stretehed o
great plain, known only to the wild Indian and the fur trader 3
then came the monnlaine, range after range, in close suceession,
and all uneplorad.  Throngh all this, for a distance of nealy
three thonsamd miles, the rallway surieys hiad fist to be made.
These consumed el time and woney ; people became impationt
and found fanlt and doubted,  There were differences of opinion,
and thece differenices beeame guestions of domestic politice,
dividing paties, and it was not antil 1895 that the work of con-
struction commenced in earnest,

“ But the mackinery of Government is il adapted, at best, to

the cairying on of auch an enterprise, amd in this case it -

was blacked or 1etanded by palitical jealoudes and party
sirife. Governments chauged and delays occurred, until
finally, In 18<0, it was dechded alinost iy comnon consent G
to surrender the work fo « private company.

¢ The exploratlons and surveys for the
ratlway hiad made known the character of
the country It was to tiaverse, In the
wildeiness east, notth, and west of Lake
Supetior, forests of pine and other timber,
and mineral deposits of incalculable value
were found, and millions of acres of aari-
culttral land as well,  The vast prairie
district betveen Winnipeg and the Rocky
Momntaine proved to he wonderfully 1ich
In Its agricuitnal aesources,  Towardsthe
mountaine great could lickls werediscovered,
and Britlsh Columbia beyond was
kuown to contain almost every ele-
ment of traflic and wealth.  Thou-
sands of people had settled on the
yradties of the Northwest, aad their .
succesehad hiouzhit tens of thonands
more.  ‘I'hie political macons for
bullding the ratlnay were lost sight
of awt comnercial teasons taok their
Mace, amd thete was no difliculty in ~
Suding a party of capitalists ready
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A wide o’er-arching summer sky ;
Sea-drifting grasses, ruitling reods,
Where young grouse to their mothera cry.
And locusts pipe from whistling weeds ;
Broad meadews lying like lagoons

Of sunniest water, on whoso swells

Float nodding blooms, to tinkling bells
Of bob-o',linkuma' wildeat tunes:

Far west-winds bringing odors fresh
From mountains ‘rayed as monsrchs are

and whling te rellove the Government of the work and carry it on
as a commerclal enterprise.  ‘The Canadian Paclfic Raflway Com-
pany was organized carly in 1881, and fimmedintely entered Into a
contract with the Government to complete the line within ten
years,

‘“The rallway system of LEastern Canada had already advanced
far up the Ottawa valley, ‘The company undertook the huilding
of the remaining nineteen hundeed and twenty miles, and for this
It was to receive from the Government a number of valuable
privileges and immunities, and twenty-five million dollars in
money and twenty-five million acres of agrieultural land. The
entive rilway when completed was to remaln the property of the
company.

“The end of the thind year found them at the sumniit of the
Rocky Mountaine, and the fourth in the Sclkirks, nearly a thous
sand and fifty miles from Winnipeg,

¢ While such rapid progress was being made west of Winnipeg,
the raile advancing at an average rale of more than three miles
cach working day, for months in succession, and somethnes five
and even aix miles fn aday, armies of men with alt modern ap-
pliances and thousands of tons of dynamite were breaking down
the bartiers of hard and tough Laurentian and Huronian rocks,
and prshing the Hoe through the forests noith and cast of Lake
Supetior,  I'he forces working towanls each othier met at Craig-
ellachie, in Eagle Pass, in the Gold or Columbian range of wmonn-
tains, and theve, on & wet moming, the 7th of November, 18R,
the Jast rail was laid in the main line of the Canadian Pacific
Rallway.

*‘The close of 1885 found the company, not yet five years old,
in possession of the Jongest continnous line in the world, extend-
ing from Quebee and Montreal all the way across the continent
to the Pacific Ocean, a distance of three thonsand and fifty miles;
and by the midsummer of 1836 all this vast system was folly
equipped and fairly woiking throughout.  Villages and towns
and even cities followed close upon the hieels ot the line-builderss
the forests were cleared away, the paitiv’s sofl was turned over,
mines were opened, and even before the last rail was in place the
completed sections were carrying a large and profitable traftie.
The touch of this yaung Giant of the North was felt upon tho
world's -conmnerce almost before liis existepee was known; and,
not content with the trade of the golden shoves of the Pacific

from California to Alaska, his arms have already stretehed

out across that broad ocean and grasped the teas and silks

of China and Japan to exchange them for the fabrics of
I Europe.”

1In royal robes of ice and sunow,

‘Where storms are bred in thunder-jar ;
Land of corn and wheat and kine,
Where plenty fills the band of him
Who tills the soil or prunes the vine,
Or digs in thy far canyons dim—

My western land ! I love thee yet,
1o Jreams 1 ride my horse again,
And breast the breezos flowing fleet
¥'rom out the meadows cold and wet,
From fields of flowers blowing swest,
And flinging perfume to the breese.
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