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The Pmebytstiso BeVIew
How to Read.

Writftn for the Review.
However, to leave the cloudy region of airy generalizk-

tion and conte down to tbe practical and useful little details
of earth, two or three common sensible rules as to bow to
read may help us. And first, I would say, neye-r read a
book without pencil ini hand. If you dislike disfiguring
the margin and fly.lcaves of your own books, borrow a
Iricnds, but by ail means use a pencil, if only to jot down
the pages to be re-read. Coleridge, as Charles Lamb tells
us, annotated nearly cvcry book that came into his hands,
bis annotations Ilin inalter ofitentimes and alrnost in
quati1y not unfrequently, vying with the originals."
Second, the careful transcription of striking, beautilul, or
important passages is a tremendous aid ta the mnemory ;
these wilî live for years, clear and vivid as day, wben the
book itself bas become spectral and sbadowy in the night
of oblivion. A manuscript volume of such passages, wcll
indexed, will becorne in turne one of the most valtsable
books in one's library; it is the essence of many others
distilled in one's own alembic, and will 'be treasured by the
literary alchemist as the housewife treasures ber own
particular pounce or>Pot-pour. 0f Ibis practice we have
nuincrous bigb examples; Demostbenes, so it is said,
copied out the Il Hisiory of Thucydides eight several times ;
Soutbcy's"I Common-place Book"I extcnds; to six volumes
But many books there are deserve more than mere tran:-
cription, Arcbbisbop Wbateley recommends Ilwriting an
analysis table of contents, index or notes."1 One man I
know keeps a separate little note book for each work lie
rcads. Third do not rcad mcrcly for reading's sake, and
thus be classified with those persans whom Mr. Balfour
calls«I unfortuzsate," and wbo he says Ilapparently read a
book principally witb the object of getting to tbe end of it."
Such re-iding, ta adopt a favorite simile of Macaulay bears
about tbe samne relation to intelligent and purposive reading
as marking time does to marcbing: both may need exercise;-
but one is progressive, tbe otber stationary. As a corollary
ta this, too, it is well to remember that there are multitudes
of books unwortby of careful and entire perusal wbich yet
contain mucb important matter. For these take Mr.
Balfour's advice and learn the '«accomplisnents of
skipping and skimming; " Iearn in short, how to "lecs:the
beart out ot " sucb books. Fourtb, suit tbe book to, tbe
mood of the mmnd. Why take up the essays of Bacon
wvben tbe mind is not fit for food stronger tban the essays
of E lia? And if the mind is brigbt, active, and aiert, wby
waste its cnergy aven books that require no thought wbite
tnose that do, remain unread ? Fiftb, remember there are
some books tbat cannot be read too much, otbers that can-.
flot be rcad too little. But, above all, ane of the best
habits to form in order to rcad successfully and witb profit
is so to read as that, while the mind is grasping the
meaning of tie proposition tben before the eyes, it is at
the saine time calling up, rapidly and diligentlv, as many
as possible of tbe propositions, cognate, similar or contra-
dictory ivbicb lie embedded in tbe înemory, themselves the
result of past necarcb and reading. I can perhaps best
compare this process to that pursued by a, geologist Who,
while travelling along a road, ii not content with observing
wbat is just at bis feet, but forms mental images of tbe
underlying strata %-ith wbich tbis supenficial, soul is con-
nected. And 1 do not think ire shail go very far ""rang in
saying tbat be will be the most intelligent reader wbo is
able ta recaîl the greatest number of such underlying strata.
One excellent little plan too, 1 know of by which to master
and vipres upon tbe mmnd the matter of the printed page,
and tais is wben the chapter or the paragraph is finished,
ta close the book and try, in the simplest possible language
ta convey its contents to a mind mire ignorant than your
own-jf possible to a cbild's. Vou will be astonishcd
somectimes to find how vcry clear your own thougbt must
be ini order that you may convzy it to another. Lastly, Jet
us ever keep in mind Bacon's most admirable advice:-
IlRead not ta contradict or confute ; nor to believe and
take for granted ; nor to find talk and discourse ; but ta
weigb and considr."-Ary.old Haulta,,: in Rlackwood's

A Home Massionary's Wife.
DyV NRS. D. H1. FREEMAN.

lastury iccoids tbe laburb, trials, pro-atîi>ns and self.
denial of hundreds of home £nissionanes, but bow seldom

is the faithfül helpineet at bis side given more than a mere
mention ; too oflen not even that.

Ta-day mernory dravfs back the curtain fnorn the past,
and 1 bring a few: pages front the lite of a home missionary's
Wise.

She was but eigbteen when she took upon herself the
vows which bind, "Ilit deatb us do part," c.,with faith in
God and neliance on His promises to give the strength and
wisdom needed, sbe took ber place as tbe wife of a pastor
of a prosperous chunch near ber binthplace.

Life amid such sunroundings was almost ideal. Husband,
parents, brotbers, sisters, loving parishioners and kind
friends. She migbt well exclaim: «The lines are fallen ta
me in pleasant places."

At the end of eleven years a cati came ta ber hushand
to becomne the pastar of a colony in Kansas, tben attracting
much attention as the battleground between freedom and
slavery. Feeling tbat tbe caîl wvas of God, ie laid the
matter before bis wife. Loyal to him and to tbe Lord, who
redeemied ber, sbe answvered, Il Vhither thou goest I will go,
tby people sball be my people."

She went out, knowing that tbis involved much of
privation, foi she bad laid all upon tbe altar.

Can 1 ever forget: my first cali upon her in ber new
field ? The bouse was a Ilpreemption sbanty " about six-
teen feet square, made of raugli planks without battens over
tbe cracks in tbe Wall. The 'earth was the fioosr and the
cçlap-board roof tbe ceiling.

A single sinaîl sasb gave the only ligbt. *rvio beds
(under one of tbemr a trundle-bed) filled oneside of the room.

A cupboand, improvised from a packing box, was in one
corner, a small table in another, while various housebold
utensils, trunks and boxes were placed to occupy as little
space as possible.

In tbe centre of one side of tbis rooni stood a cooking
stove, around wbicb were gathered six little children, tbe
eldest of wvbom was womanly little Maggie, aged only ten,
who was carefully nursing baby Hugh, less than one year
oId. With sucb sunroundings tbey were yet warm, being
well clotbed, and the mother's hands bad covered the walls
with carpet and quilts, that the bleak prairie winds might
not reach ber darlings. Witbout the faintest shade of
embarrassinent or a single woid ofapology for ber surround-

ings, she received ber guests with rare swcetness and grace.
To0 this home during ber first Içinter on the frontier, this
refined and delicate ivoman, wbo bad never known bardship
or privation, cordially welcomned aIl wbo came.

The following spring the parsonage was ready for accu-
pancy, a building of rough native lumber, unpainted and
unplastered, but vithftoors, rough and unmatched, and one
'vindow in eacb of its tbree sinaîl rooms. This was ber
borne for long weary years, filled full af labor and care for
ber little flock, for ber husband's parishioners, the sick and
uniortunate and needy ai every class. No servant ligbtened
ber housework, no seomstress ber needlewosk, no laundress
ber wasbing and iraning, only bier awn sminal bands for al
tbese tasks 1

The salary was not suflicient for the most urgent nceds.c
of the famnily, even wbcn supplemýented now and then by a
l"box I or "Ibarrel"I from the missionary society ai that parish
in the far-away East.

IlThe Lord knows wbat we need, and He bas promised,"
was beï Teply ta tbe question, Wbat shaîl you do ?

Once, blankets were dyed and made into suits for her
boys, %when the aId clothing could no longer bc mended.
Again, she dyed sheets, wîîh sumac bernies, and made
dresses for be'r girls. The mission boxes bad brought a'
generous supply of these in former years. Out af their
deep poverty the parishioners ardinatily were able ta, con-
tribute for the support of the Gospel, food sufficient for the
rieeds af tbe minister's family ; the country was nev and
craps uncertain. Time came when the larder. was altnost
bare. Once, when it contained only corn mcal, sorgburn
molasses, and a very little bacon, one af zbe daugbters
14wisbed tbey had sometbing good ta cook." The gentle
repiront was, "lMy child, we are only promised bread and
water,and we bave .so much more. " As the years passed,
again and again came the Master's voice, saying, I'Take
tbis cbild and nurse it for me' " until eleven je es were set
in ber cnown of motherhood. Each cbuld %vas welcomcd as
a direct gift from His band, Ilan beritage af the Lard,"
indeed. The last two af tbese were laid in lier armis but a
few liaurs, till He who gathers the lansbs with ais ami and
cannieth them in His bosomt recalled tbem. WVitb unfaiter-
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