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Trxt—=Jolin vi. 67.  ** Will yo also go away t* Tho onl?' sreat
baldieg of smpeital Rowe that has uscarc«l cotmplete or partinl des.
truction 1y the Pantheon, and tho special care that was extended for
fs preservation during a period of alinost universal vandalism is con.
nected with a very interesting tradition.  Tlho structuro 1s aireular i
torm amd 18 surounted by & magmficent domo which s cast 1 con-
crote and spangy from tho walls without central support o lateral
thrust, completinga noblo cdilico at a height of about 150 feat, In
tho contro of this domoy sy & circular opening of about thirty feet in
diameter, aml 1t 13 said that Popo Cre, 'orf' the Great interposod his
anthonty for tho prescrvation of this building among all the relics of
Pagan Rowme, although it was the symbol and shrine of idolatry, on
the ground that this o‘cnm 2 to the heavens aymbohized the one cne
ception of the truo God 1 tho hicathen mand and set forth in ity im.
perleet manner the turnig of the thoughta of the worshipper from
thu shiines of the temple tu the fnvisible God.  When the apostle was
1 Athiens ho found among the superabundant shrines and the peerless
|cp;cacnlalious of their mumbeiless divintties an altar to the uuknown
God.

Dr. Norman Maclcod in his report of his mission to India tells in
his own graphic aud touching way low, when in conversation with
an cducated aud highly enltured liimloo. o

cdged so much of fts beneficient and clevating intluence.  Thero
§s much to attract men, as the blinducas and tho latnencas of social and
commercial life aro healed, and the foul leprous ulcers are clesnsed,
of semo Lazatus is raised from the dead,  But the ramo veice that
calls tho dead forth commamnlds to roll away the stono . vealing the
condition of the unxaved sonl ; aml tho trs followers of Jesus will
soot have & cliauce to leatn \\l?' they follow Him, os they stamnd
ﬁuhm the discontented and fudignant people who turn away fiowm
fm,

11.—1u tha second placo we may observe hiow tho doctiine of Jesus
tests our faith in Him,

As the disciples stood among tho )-cu{-lo)-auln;: away they conhl
acarcely holp recalling the wonds which had imaide such an unfavouralyly
smpreasion upon them,  Aud human uatare in Veter and John and
tho rest of tho disciples was tho sawie as it was in the men who wero
hurrying away with dark brows aud low mutterings of auger,  Wan 1t
necessary that Christ should apeak so plainly 1 Was it wise to jaens
these doctrines so far? Would it not have Leen better to be a hitle
less pointed, to liave taken timely warning from the dissatisfaction
“hicln had been plainly apreading t Yo have trimmed tho sails Lefore
it care to this?  Such questions in such circuwmstances shape them.
selves with oqual facility in every language.  And, to tell the trm),
atonot these declarat us about sin and graco and the atonement
rather atrong fur any of us ! It iy well to hold orthadox views, aml
to bo prepared to upholl them in a controversy, but when God tians
lates thom into the laugusgo of iy own humblo pride aud helplins
nuss, whon the theology 1s built up of the fragments of a binken
heart, 1may indeed endure it, but when I have learnal this lusson |
shall kuow what Christ is to me as I never knew bhefore.

L—Iu the last Ivlace. thero is a test the most scarching and
severe in the very wonds of Christ, '* Will ye also go away 1"  Taken
with the evidont tone and expression ol countcnancs of the Ssviaue,
the text must have been, indeed, nost seataing.

This is not the time for tho conmpand

voutured to ask hun { »wat was possivle for
lum, with all hiy intelisgence, to wonhip the
idol standing at a little distance from thew,
The gentleman sunled very pleasantly amd ex-
pressed in tuen astonshment at his iguorance,
* 1 do not worship theidol* he replind, ** but
through the idol which I do see 1 worship tho
God which I cannotsce. T use the idol to help
wo ina dilh uity winch 1 fancy you will ac-
kuowludge, that of finmng my thoughts upou
nn otyeet which s unseen,”  The condition
revealed by these tefeiences is the deep amd
unquenchablo desire of the human heart for
something which 1t cannot supply or discover
for 1itsel),  The domnant Roman, 1 lus mag-
mticent temple, felt, a3 he cast over it the
wagestic dome, that after all, the supreme
power dwelieth not in temples made with
bands.  Thectivel and cultured Gieck was
louely tn st aud weary ot soul amnd ail the
wlory of s art and the splendous of las
sl Ho fudt, after all, that God—~t.c
very God—was unkuonwn, And, atter cighteen
cetiturics, the educated and subtleamindald
Ihindoo cheats haunselt nto his adolatry by
saying ¢ God ts not these, but 1 worship Hun
thongh the sensuous ilol form.” It iy to
meet tus nead of the human heart that Chnst

' Follow me.” Not now are the words tu e
spoken, ** Come unto meail ye that are neary
and lieavy laden, and \vid give you ™
These men have come to Jestis, They have
heard Him and known Him ; and now the
time hias come to _prove what He i to then :
and this is to e done, not by pleading wuidls
bt by putting theie attsehtucut to the test,
We have scen that Christ atood ont hicre and
challenged the verdict of their love as between
Himsell and the world.  We have noted that
love to Him persomally must prevail againet
the comfortsblo acceptance of His teaching,
humbling and painful as this must be, thiy
issuo Letween Christ and self.  Aund now—
supremo test of all—He stands rotionless,
rewinding ns of His delay when Lazarus
dicd—of i« silence and strange words to the
Syrophienceian woman.  Aud the question is,
Can yuu do without Clrist under any conli.
tions ! Thiuk of the siguificance of this appenal *
Sce Chirist, as He stands calmly, giving no
sign, you can alnost hcar the tfmun of the
tightening strands of tho cable which has ity
hold on their inmost heart's core.  As they
tako ouo swift glance round the wido horizon
and realizo how drear the world wonld
without Jesus and how precious Ho is to thiem

way revealud and came to the world, A need
wmversal as the human race! A need which
is felt and acknowledged by every ono in his
own way anl by his eager litelony struzgies to . .
satisfy it. A el which no 1eligions system or cducation or seyuisi-
tion can ever satisfy, 1t 13 tho loncliness of an orphan spirit, the
hunger of o soul perishing for the Bread of Life. Our text brings
lLefore uy 1n a strikiog mauner the way, or at least one way in which
Chnist aevealy Himself to those who bave trusted Him; by per.
nntting or causing everything clse to fall away so that the choico
wust Lo mwade between Him and everythiug besides.

"Flic deep thirst has been felt unquenched, whilo the spirit drauk
wl other streams; and now that it lias como to tho fountain tho
precionsness of the water of life will be 1evealud by causing it to drink
of that alone whils every other gratification is oxeluded.  Finst it
seetned to bo everything clse but Jesus.  Now it is Christ aud nothing
bestdes. The fiest proved the necessity Tor Chirist, the second roveals
the sulticlency of Christ alonc, aud both together work the coniplete-
ucss of the soul’s sslvation through a living faith in the Son of God,
Let usdwell for a wmoment npon twi. or threo of tho elements of this
teat by which Christ reveals to His . isciples at once.  His precious-
uuxl%l‘lu them, and the faith divinely \\'rouglht by which they are united
to thm.

L. - Noute, in the first placo the separation of tho world fiom Christ
by which Cltistians are compelled to choose between them. God or
uzinmon 3 Chirist or the workl,  Wo undarstaud that this is tho con.
dition of a godly life, but the actusl cxperience is often painful.
When the disciples saw the multitudes coming to Christ their spirits
1080 and they wero glad, but when the tide tarned and the listening
crowds hreke up iuto groups of discontented, frowniug, :\n;:?' men,
they beeame auxious, and when those who had continued longest
Lirake away with deeper displeasure beeause of their longer lorhearanco
ansdl the daserpies lound that they wero left alone, 1t sccined as if hope
almost died withun them, the wlutenng haivest had been smitten to
the ground.  Ilow few they scemed now, those twelvo nien ! con-
trasted with tho thiwgs which has swelled larger and larger day by
day. Aud itis tho ssme to-dsy. There 1s tuch  tho religion of
Jesus Christ to commiend 1t to a world already enjoying unacknowl.

Rev. Gronce Buver, B.A,

—as Ho stands alone, ~ And hear tho words
of I'cter, as the decision formis itself in overy
Lieart, ¢ Lond, to whom shall we go? thou
hast tho words of cternal life.” Have you
cver known this test? Have you ever looked up trying to see the
face of God, as you knelt in prayer through the hours of the night,
alone in the darkness—getting no sign—temptod with the deepust,
darkest doubts, with no responso—no comfortable couscioustiss of
Mis presoncot  Prayer gathering as a load unbearablo, till you sanght
a leaden pillow, whilo Christ only scomod to sy, ¢ Will ‘ye also go
away 1" ~Ah, how your heart folt the strain ! And why ™ ‘I'hat you
wight know Jesus, aud Jesus alone—that you might know Jesus amd
Jesus only ~tho world and sclf. and evon spiritual comfort apart, that
ylou mlllg it know Jesus in Gcthscnuno-}csus on thoe cross, d-ater
than all.

Tne Bible is first of all a recond of historieal facts, callod dotrn s,
The first and fundamcntal doctrine is that of a personal Creator,  "I'he
sccond great doctrine is tnan’s creation in the likcness of his Maker,
thus becoming morally responsible, and subject to God's holy law.
The doctriue of sin is simply a_statoment of fact concerning man's
conduct and subsequent condition. Tho centre of the system of doc.
tiines, is that of redemption, 1t begins in Eden, whero the promise
13 given that the sced of tho woman should bruise the serpent’s hiead,
and culwivates with the cross, when Christ says, It is finished.”

Nort only is theroa tendency to make oxcuses for not going into
the mission field, but thero is a danger of resisting, to somo cxtent,
the inward impnlses of God's Holy Spirit. It is quito true that God's
eoplo shall bo williug in the day of His power to obey His call. It
18 quito truo that tho veice of the Spirit, when heard as at Antioch, is
obeyed both by churches and individuals, but it is equally tric that
the first whisperings of the Spirit ought to obtain carnest and prayer.
ful attention, lest thoy should not bo followed by a dircet, clear, lov.
ing summons to holy work. It wasin the darkncss that Samuel was
called. What 1s to bo dreaded is loast, when conviction possesses us
concerning tho stato of tho heathon world and our obligations in refer-
once to 1t, weshould in any measyrg stiflc that conviction. —McConmick,



