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1 sec you have had a.:coniflagration iii Montrea învolviaîg
about half a niilliou dollars of loua, to whom it nîay concerui. 1
suppoce that Ilcontflagration "lai the right word ta, use, becauce
the three large Cires ini Taronto flot long ago were so calleal by
the Insurance Conîtpanies. Lt înay be that what là a confisgra-
tion up here in our less wealthy city woulal be called in Mon-
treal a Ilserions fire." It la stated your brigade w&as ai fault, a'id
yaur flre-fightiug requisites flot up ta the mark. If so,-aiid it
Stemns, frot aitl Ihear, that the charge cf ne fliciency sonaewhere
is Weil groflnded,-wliat are your insurance ttagflales golaîg ta
do about il ? WiII they now call a meeting ani resoive t'>
advance rates, or put on a IlConflagration extra " rider to the
ordinary rate ? If ilote wby do wc have to do sucb like. dis.
tasteful things up liere ? Ail the more objectiaaiable. too, bc.
cause the results cf business in Toronto for the past few >'cari-,
before 1895, were largely profitable. In whist is called the
«congested district"I in Toronîto <Sinicot, Agues Wilton,
George sts., and the water front being the boundarles), a mnuch
objected te reainder (i Sc) of the original conflagration extra
(25c) still rankîca as a thorn in the fleah of the large linsurers
who do business in this district. Tht avowed object of titis
extra waa to cauîe such pressure, through the rate payers, as
would coipel the City Cotincil to provide li ' Droved fire appli
ances-iotably,' aufficicut ateain fart engluies. But thinga are
jogging along just now about as they were lut January. Thc
extra steain fart engine te replace the rejected' Merryweather
and Waterous machines has not yet been secured.

1 observe a new fart inurance company la about foruting, aud
will apply neit session to Parlament for a Dominion Charter.
From ia naine, "lTht Metbodist Trust Fire Insurance Co.,."
1 concluait it will appeal sptcially to that large and itifluenîial
religions body, the Methodials, for support. Plresunîabl>y it
will enter lbe.fleld untramntnled by tarifl's and the variuns anal
ever-varying arrangements for tht safeguarding of the fare i
surance business, es devisedl and practised iiu the iterests of the
large organizatioat. who control rates anal gencrally have thcir
own way with the iaisuring public. These as contpttitorq anal
rivais, in éojsios of the field, will be formtidable opponents ta>
wrest business front, and inake a profit in the doing of it. QAatite
apart froua thia frature, it ia sll a question whether a ncw
cottpsny usîder tht atost favorable auspices coula i tke rnoncy
doing a general business over tht country and writ4s btlow
the prýeseat rates of insurance. 'l'is I take te be thetîeschisig
ofthe>ominion Goverient Insurance Reporta for the past
fcw years.

Comwuencing tht it cf january next. cotmpaea inembmr or
tht Hamnilton Bloard wilh have lu subinit ail business la> the
staniping officer of the Borda, thua following the Toron to Board
practice. M. George ?A. Young bas receivtd tht appointaient,
andi will make au excellent staatping ofl'actr. -Mr. Young has
qualified by resignitig bla connections as a local insurance agent,
se taI he will malle an impartial adîniuistrator cf his new
dautes. WVhile tht salary attaching te the dual sereice Lq net te
say, munificent, il is perape âufficient te keep Xr. Young front
actual wanî; indecai, there may bc, wlîh econoniy. sone excur-
sien farts in it over and above necesities,-say, to tht Beach lu
aflamer, and Dundas in wi:tter. or even Ancaster atong tht
bl. Hencefoet, under the white wings of innoescy sad

rectitude (sa ta 7'atet. and without guile. it lm ta> be hoped that
the 11.tuilton agents will ztildle dowi, and give no mobre trou-
fie t>i thoir principals. Thîis l%, of course. the expressiona of at
hope. V'oit will retuuber that sonie tinie itgo f dew attentioni
to the nice gentleiily feeling prevaleait anioaîg ineniberi of
t.his Iloind. i scndilng apologie% to the imeeting wlaeu preventeti
front Attendiaag a aitîirg. 1 onace t -uarkcal to a Torottonlan,
that the tout- of the Ilnaisiltoa Iloaril wan rallier more Chesater-
iliali titati tuit of bis Iloaral Ilc asked what that muessit 1
Tlaoughît it veas ail expr..asion Oit or Fainst ' Sic.

It lias beecu kuowia that fur moine tltta pte tut aapedor or
the - Illienix of Ilrooklyaî Co:îpauiy- froui i taaquartera boit
beeu lu Toronto, lookiaig over Uic affairs of the Ontario Geaieral
Agetcy of( the Copaa, îiaer Mr. L. C. Cataap. To.day, 1
learsi that the Comipaaty lias decided la reniodel lis represeaita.
tioti iii Olitatjo, followiaig the preselit systenu cf the .1ltna Fire
Coiipaîay, and hau aircordlingly au'w plaoed lis agetîcy tinaler
the îîew plan for Torontto, iu the lanas of .%ears Wood
& Kirkpatrick. agents of the IlEaa, wlîe will lîe:acefarwaril
aise represent the I'lieatix of Bro>oklyni. It lu uaiderstooId that
for isanie tinte past lthe results of lis geîieral tàneerwtitiug jai
Ontario hanve nol beein profitable t0 the l>lîcaix, andl that sonse
chiange in ils modes or operatioti was lîcesaary. blessrs 'Woou,
&'? Kirkpatriek: arc te bc aroagratulatcdl in the acajuîrement ar
this agency, whicli wilI no aloîbt inct witlî success in their
experieacet liaaî*ls.

It lm as yet aliiost too carly to Say ta) yoan ad yours, Sir, and
aIl resAler, "eitil. sublscri>era. of the. Citaoxlcztt- "Meuie
Xiiias," but, alasi whiea 1 tacit hope to have this plesaure it
tuay bc far on the ather aidr, sa 1 will just now,aîtd here, record
niv Xmnas wishes, I to tîtose whiom we lov:- an(. tiiose Who love
liq, andl stili in a wider qcolpe lo - one antd ail."
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~Otto ilns! Otto#*
Tht Royal Victoria Life Ins urance Co. will

seek an Act cf lnicorlxuratiotn next session at, Ottawa.

The Cariadian Firc Underwriters'Assobziation in
future wvill h101d ils 11neîit1lY ileting altcrniately litre
and iii Toronîto.

Mr Leavenworth, U Detroit, is lcrng poirited out
as the coîinig Intiratice Coîniîxissioner of Nfichigani,
a position whichi lie wculd .Veil and worthily fill.

Mr. Charles M. Hoit, B.A., L.L L., i abqut to
puiblishi a book on histiratice Law, cinbracitig Canadian
julrispr-udentce aid legislation. i' Wexpcct this work to
be. interestiîig anîd v'aluable.

The Methodist Trust Fire Insurance Co. wilI
appiy for ant Act cf Incorporation inext session, te
carry on tt buîsiness of fire insurance in ail ils branches
iu ail parts of the I)ottiniioii. A ruféeiice to titis wiîl
lie foîînd iii Aniel's letter.

The National Cycle & Motor Car Insurance
Company lias cotinicnct-d business, offerng insurance
for road accidents. For tlxcw: new vthicles the rate
i $5 PUr Ytar, for hiis carIs $7.5n, iii addition te
two per cent. on aniunt lliey are inisiired for. An
extra preinlilini of 5 Per cent tovers daînage to cwnerq
vehicle. as cf]ieo its mîarket valuie. As hor.we ff
carrâges are to lie put on aur roads next year, insur.
ance on them will be called for.


