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1 Samuel vii. 12. “Then Samuel took a stone,
and set it between Mizpeh and Shen. aud called
ename of it ¢ Ebenczer,” saying ¢ Hitherto hath
e Lord helped us.’

Notwithstanding the Lord’s wonderful i
interpositions for Israel, from the time of
Abraham onwards, they were constantly pro- i
wking Him—by profligacy or, by idolatry.
In particular, the sons of Eli had led them‘
into grossest sins, on account of ‘which they
were left to be punished by the Philistines—
30,000 being slaughtered when the ark of Gud
was taken. For attempting to retain that sa-
tred symbol, the heathen were visited with
laiues, till thef’ were compelled to send it
ck, Meanwhile 20 years elapsed—long
years of humiliation and extremity to the na-
tion. Bur the son of Hannah was not idle;
und his unwearied labours to instruct and to
teform, combined with the public judgments,
were blessed by God to a signal general awak-
aing—so that we read at the 4th verse of
tis chapter “ The children of Israel did put
way Baalim and Ashtaroth, and served the
Lord only.” ‘The prophet now summoned all
the tribes of Mizpeh, to avow their allegiance
Wthe Most High, and to pour out their
bearts before Him. ‘The Philistines seized
on this opportunity to invade the land ; but,
8t the earnest cry of His chosen, the Hearer
of prayer thundered out of Ileaven, and dis-
comfited the enemy, who were pursued by
the men of Isracl and smitten—as far as to
Bethear, ¢ T'hen Samuel took a stone, and
tet it between Mizpeh and Shen, and called

the name of it ¢ Ebenezer, saying ¢ Hitherto
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hath the Lord helped us.’” So that, obvi-
ously, it was his design to express the grati-
tude which God’s goodness to him and his
countrymen had excited in their hearts; to
perpetuate the memory of His mercies, as an
encouragement to future generations to serve
him; to raise a monument, not of Israel’s
triumph, but of the Lord’s kindness to them
—His manifold loving-kindness throughout
their history, but eminently in their recent
experience, when in danger of extermination,
and human help evidently ineffectual, 2 mira~
culous interference had saved them from des-
truction and humbled their oppressors in the
dust. The glory, then, is ascribed to the
King of kings, and nothing is attributed to
the creature: secondary causes are mention-
ed as subservient to the great deliverance,
but the Lord of hosts alone is acknowledged
—He alone is exalted—as the Shepherd and
Saviour of His flock.

Now, Brethren, were I, on any ordinary
occasion, to attempt an appiication to our
own case of the words ‘ Hitherto hath the
Lord helped us,’ I should deem it proper—
First, to invite all to a review of their tem-
poral mercies—from the beginning of their
existence down to the present hour. And;
since these are more in number than the
grains of sand on the seashore, I would re-
commend their consideration in distinet clas-
ses or clusters. Thus—at different periods..
In creation, what a place was assigned you!
what powers were conferred ! how many in-
lets of enjoyment! In infancy, what provi-
sion of love gently met, yea prevented, your.
wants! In childhood and youth, what care
over your steps! what training and educa-
tion! In riper years. Your scnses and
faculties have been all preserved. And has



