
TuaE CIIURCH 0F SCOTLAND.

and tlhrty coýuples were united in mar-
naeby iininisters of'our churcli in 1869;
egteen lîund re(1 and eigh ty littie Ofles

were recCCi"C( itito the visible chuirch lîy
the sacrinenft of l)aptisiii, and six huin-
dred andl florty one lXineral 5erviees were
conducted during' the past year.

Tuiriîmn-- to the Fî nancial Departient,
àt is ref'resýin to find suclh a very de-
cided, and, indue<l, unpredented min-
festatLan ofiîîcre.ased liberality perva<lîng
c,.i I portioni of'it, as valls f'or thiaikful-
ness andii bids lis taku courage. Aithougli
the 1àilurc of the Conuniercial B3ank, In
October, 1867, occasioned the lms of

more than $100,000 to thie Church and
College, aind was Ibllowed 1w the discon-

thuaîe o te n î alGovvrniiîunt grant
to Our Uîîîiversity ot $5'000, tiiese occur-
rences wvouId seei but to have, awakened
the dormant eunurgies of' the Clî'arcli at

large, to liave provoked its membership
tofov-e and gool ivorks, and infused a
spirit of seif-reliance wli cannot fil
to be beneficial. The College difficulty
has already been got over by the ins>ti tu-
tion of a voluntary Erîdowvnient Fund,
exceedingr S100,000, whle, on the other
hand, the creation of' a, general Susten-
tation Fund bas been r-e:olvedl upon by
the Synod, and bids fair to make upfor
the lisses sustained by t le Teniporalities'
Board.

The voluntary su'oscriptions for sti-
pend ini 1869 e:xeeed those of 1866 b>'
$9632, while the average stipend pad
fronti ail sources lias risen f.'oni S750 ni
1866 to $780 in 1869. During thesame
priod thie arrears of stipend have sensi-
lydiiiisid The sumn griînly chro-

nicled under the heading of Ilarrears'
for 1869, is $2749 less thtat the sirnilar
black list of 1866, and S8299 less than
what was then deliberately estiniated to
be the actual antount due. The exist-

tin un" $5'A22, is, however, sufficient

,y lreto demand the attention of
Preteies, whosc peculiar function it
is to see that such irregularities are
t4stamped out." After a close scrutiny
of the separate items of arrears, it au-
pears to your Conimittc that instances
1Qay be cited i whieh the figures have
.oeumed a chronic form-in other words,
that arrears are acknowledged in these
cohiunne, the chances of which being l-
juidated during the incunibcnt's life-
tune are so very siender as to, raise ihe'

question whethier it would not bc butter
1er ail concerned that a portion at least
of the suin shouid at once bu;- written
otr' as a Ncry bad duoit, that old con-
tracts bu cancu-lled, fresh arrangutuients
entered into between the Min ister and
his Conigregation, -#id that therealler
business slîould re-opc-îî de nov j, just as
if' notliing had hia;peIred.

Anotlier înarked Ii.at tire of importance
is thie incerease observable ini the ordina-
ry Sabbath collections, equal to 40 per
cent; i. e. the collections for 1866 ivere

S1,7;for 1869 they were 816,316-
increase $4544. A like gîatifygre
suIt is noticed in the contribtons to the
scines of the Churchi, aIl ot vhîich are
larger thian those reporied ini 1866, with
the exception of' the French Mission
Fund, whicli reinaiuis at the saine figures,
$800. The wiole soin voiitribut é d tbr
Iloie Niissionar>' purposes during the
year 1869 was $12,54 7.37.

Thie suin ot'S2,797 ivas last year add-
ed to the invested capaital of thec Minis-
ters' Widows' and Orphiaiis' Fundi, vhîich
lias row riseîî to nearlyý $60,000. Thei
nuiber of annuitants is at eresent 30
widows and 33 orplîans. lhere was
contributed for the J uveaile 1%issioîi to
Inidia $605. At thie samne tinie, as nu-
nierous blanks in thîe colunîins for the
Schernes testif>', there are tuan>' congre-
gations whose love for this or thiat parti-
cular seheme lias cooled down to zero.
To be exact, t'venty-ciglit congrega-
tions only out of one hundred and
thirteen have uiade entries in ecdi of
the colunins for thie Scheines of' the
Synod and the Presbytery's Home Mis-
sion.

'The reported contributions for "'ah
purposes" alîtount to $137,986 being,
$44,894 ni excess of the soin similarl>'
reported for 1866. Respectable thîough
the amount be in itself. your Comimitee
feel well assured thiat it fails far short of
thie actual expenditure of thme year, in
proof of which it need on]>' be miention-
ed that while thîe sums reported as hai'-
ing been paid to the Endowuîaent Fund
of Queen's College during the year
1869 antount to $35,511, the aýgregate
acknowledged by thîe College 'Ireasurer
to, the 15th of December is $40,453.
Another palpable omission occurs in the
congregational return front Three Rivers,
iii which lit is stàtted that Ilthe total ex-


