
Canada Lat> jou~rnal.

"T1e word 'section' does not necessarily niean one of
the divisio.s of an Act numbered as such; but may refer, if
the context requires Ît, to anv distinct enactment, of which
there niay be several included under one numb)er :" sec Dain
v. Gossage, 6 P.R. 103: head note 2. '< The word section lias
no technical meaning, nor indeed any very exactly defined
meaning. No doubt it is ustu.'lly enplied to the nunibered
paragraphs of an ect." . . It means a part divided
or cut )ff." ... . 'If a piece cf chalk were broken ini

two, each haif would be a piece of chal. nd so, if the seu.
vy tion of an Act consisting of distinct parts, bc ùiivided, I (Io

not set why each part should flot, ini one sense, be called a
41 ~sez-tion, because each is reallv a distinct enactment, althotigli

each w,,utld flot be a numbered paragraph.- ýPer Mr. D alto>n
in the saine case.i

Canadian statutes have usuallv been divided into c1aisce.,
or sections, numbered consecutively, beginning with nuniber
i, foilowing the preanible. Down to the vear 1857 Romanl
numerals continued to be used fir the sections, as I., II., Ill.,
etc.: Arabie (or Brahmanicý numerals, 1, 2, 3. etc., were firsc
used for the principal sections 'n the statutes of 1858 (22

îý Vict.). They had been in use fo- somne time prev'iously to
that for sub.sections. The change froin Roman to Arabie
nunierals wvas certbainly an improvement.

The evolution of the sub-section is a matter of sorne i
terest. Theî.o seems scarcely to be a trace of what are now
known il; tub-sections iri our early statutes. Thev appear for
the first time, 1 think, iii the statutes of 1852 (Y6 Vict., c. 22).

The main or principal sections, were then, as we have seen,
designated by Roman nunierals. Where sub-sections wt-re
added Aabic numerals wé-re used, beginning with number i
and the reference woritld be, if the flirst sub-section were in-
tended: IlSiuli-section i. of settion .'For instances of
this tnanner of nitmhering, se sections Il., III., V., VI., of
chapter XX17. of the statutes of 1852. What might be
called sub-scctions were in use at an carlier date, but thev
vvere either not nunibered (set, 33 Geo. 111., 1793, c. V., 8.
11 to & 1 VicL, 1847, c. 45. s. ix 10, or were clauses of a


