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PARLIAMIiNTÂRY ELECTIONS.

Ontario Statutes, in those cases mort espe-

cially wbhere the Ontario Statute has in a great
measure, and so far as circuinstances ad-
mitted, been copied froin the Imperial Act.

Varions statutes were, fram turne to turne,
passed in England in order to supply the

deficiencies of the Common Law, or law of
Parliamnentary usage. These were consoli-
dated in the IlCorrupt Practices Prevention
A&ct, 1854," 17 & 18 Vic. c. 102, and froin this
statute the Ontario Act, i32 Vie., cap. 21, bas

copied many of its provisions.
Sections 67 and 68 of the Ontario Act, 32

Vie., deflning bribery, correspond very closely
with Sections 2 & 8 of the (Imperial) Corrupt
Practiýeg Prevention Act of 1854, and section
72 of the saine Ontario Act deflning undue
inifluence, is identical with section Ôl of the
Imperial Statute.

Sections 63 and 64 of the Ontario Statute
as to the fnrnishing or carrying party ensigns,
flags, &c., either before or during the election,
are xnaterially the saie as the Imperial
Statute, and section 66 of the Ontario Statnte,
as to the closing of taverns on the polling-day,

is substantially the saie as the Imperial Act.

The distinction betiýveen section 4 of the
Imperial Statute, deflning the ofl'ence of
treating, and the only section of the Ontario
Act which at ail corresponds with it, is sa
marked, that it will be as well ta give both
Sections in full.,

By sec. 4 of Imp. St: i"Every candidate at
an election who shall corruptly by lhimself, or

by or mith any person, or by any other ways or
means, on his behalfat any turne, either beère,
during or after any election, directly or in-
directly, give or provide, or eause to be given

or provided, or shall be accessory to the
giving or providing, or shall psy wholIy or
in part any expenses incnrred for any meat,
drink, entertaininent or provision f0 or for
any person in order to bie elected, or for being
ûlected, or for tbe purpose of corruptly infdu-
encing sucb persan, or any other persan, to
give or refrain froin giving his vote at sncb

election, or on account of such persan having
Yoted or refrained froin voting, or being about
to vote or refrain from voting at sncb election,
shall be deenicd guilty o? the offence o? treat-
ing, and ahl forfeit the sum of £50 ta any
person who shall sue for the saine, with full
coats of suit; and every roter who shahl

corruptly accept or take any sich ineat,

drink, entertaininent or provision, shall be
incapable of vuting at such ehection, and his
vote, if gîven, shahl be utterly void and of
none effect."

Section 61 o? tbe, Ontario Statutes is as fol-
lows-"l No candidate for the representation of
of any county, riding, city, town, or other
electoral division, shall, with intent ta pro-
mate bis election, nor shall auy other persan,
with intent 0o pramnote the election o? any
sucb candidate, eitbcr provide or fnrnish
entertaininent at the expeuse of such cari-
didate or other persan, to any meeting of
electors assembled for the purpose of piro-
rnoting such election, previaus ta or during
the olection at which hle is a candidate, or
psy for, procure or engage ta psy for any

such enitertaininent ; except only that notbing
bereini contained shall cxtend ta any enter-
tainient furnished ta any such meeting of
electars, by or at the expense o? any persan
or persans, at bis, hier, or tbeir usual place of
residence."

In secs. 2, 3 and 5 o? the Imperial Statute
(Act o? 1854), bribery, treating, sud undue
influence 'are dethned; and by section 36 of

the -Act, it is declared that any candidate who
bas been found guilty by a Comrnittee o? the
Hanse o? Commons of either bribery, treating
or undue influence by bimseif or bis agents,
shall be incapable o? being elected or sitting
during the then existing Parliamient.

In tbe Ontario Statute (Art of 1868,) sec-
tions 67 and 68 define the ofl'ene of bribery,
aud section 69 declares that if any persan ho
proved guilty before an electian coînmittee af
usîng any of the means defined in tbose sec-
tions ta procure bis ehection, bis election shall

thereby be declarcd void.
Section 61 of the Ontario Acf, already

quoted, forbids the treating of meetings of
electors, and section 65 o? the saine Act
imposes a penalty of one hundred dollars, ta
be incurred by any persan offending against
the provisions o? said section 61.

Section 72 o? the Ontario Akct of 1868,
dodues the offence of undue influence, aud
imposes a penalty of two hundred dollars, ta
be incurred by any persani offending against
its provisions.

Sa far, therefore, as the Ontario Act o?
1868 is alono conceriied, it would appear that
the offonces o? treating coutrary ta section
61, and undue influence, xnerely impose a

[August, 1871.


