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GROW'J211
Gr-ovth is tic evidence of life. The tioment

-wve cease to gi'ev, t.o dcveloi), %ve begitu te die.
Spiritual death begitîs iii thle Chriistiani ais soo11
as lie ceases to grow Ini gi'ac and inth Uiciow-
ledgc of our- Lord .1esus Christ. Th'le ilîstatit we
give ovet' the u pward anid foi'ward inoveilieit.,
tlntt iiotineit t lie curi nit tt('gins to carry us

<lownaitt.At tii'st iL îîîîy tiot bo perc'îît ible;
tlie deai point ni ust be overvoie; but thetice
aftei'waii thle backwvard inovetneîut is sure to be
rapidaîud strou'.

Loet tlo'he kîmî fear foi- lus spiritual wvelfare
theuiiii t lie gives ovex' Coîiiiuîîiication wvit h
God by iîueans of the word of God anîd prayer.
Fcw of ice followers of the, SvouaraaieOf
the peî'ii they exjuose tltiiielveq te sl)iritually,
wlîcîî tlicy tiif pi-ayer lias ceased to lue au liab-
ituai îdleatsure' to tlietu anid 1,1i.ît t lie Word cf God
lias ceascd to have a daily place iii tlueir'tlouglîts
ani tiieditatiotis.

It vry easy to give ovei' Bible readiig;
mo1re easy iliati te cease to pray ; but oie -will
net loiig1 continue iin pi-ayer aftei' lie lias ceaseci
te rcad luis Bible. 00(1 sîeaks to us thirouidi Ilhs
Word and %ve speak te God by prayel'. I t follo%,,s
as a, taturai cons-eqiienice, iliat coininuîuion bet-
ween the soul aund (Jod is linutua.l.'

IL is diflucult to keep up coniversation Nvith an
eai'thly frieîîd lie iievei'spenks a -word iii uetun
teous.Iti uaydllcltecitnesiita
conversationî %itlî God if %vc recfuîse te allow 1l ittu
to speak back te us. Iiiîleedl, w~e inust give ouir
Fathler thte lead iin coîiiunuion, cIse wvill %ve fail
ln unattcr of conuinunication. anîd otîr desires anud
delights wvill ceasc iin the Goclward dircction.-Ex.

A BLO'1TEI) OUT FAMILY.
The father of thirteen chldren said te Doctor

Lees, " Decto', huow is it aIt iny cluildrem (lie iii
decliiue when young? None of thieiu reachîed
more than twenty. Mîy wvife was net unhealthy,
and< sec vhîat a stout nati I ani."

Dr. Lees hiad taken su ppcr with four (lectors
and two lawyers at St. I ves, wvien onie ef tlîe

* doctors sai lie tliou"'ht tic etrect of drinkl hîad
been exaggei'ate(l. "%\Vliy dIo you thiink so, sir?"
said Dr. Lees. " Oh," says hie, "\ehave snch
cases of froc drinkers vlue, îuevertlieless are iii

good1 huealth. A frieîîd ef nine only the otliet
daY tohd mie ho- ha<i draîik at least a bot tic of
wvin a day for the hasýt tifty years."-"W'liat is
3'our argument? "-" Thuat -%itîe canuiot ho se bad
a thitg as you represent, m lien a, mati is se hiale
at eighty aIter driiiking s0 mudl."-" Nowv for
your opiio," said thue lavyer.

ci well," soîaid Dr. Leces, "1I cannot give yen îny
opinionl w'ithout knowitig the facts. 'Lhis getîtle.
inan livesin agood situaitioii?"-"Yes,tlie best in
the towvn."-' lI', lives wcl! and tuot extra-

vagîîty? -"Jus se"-"Aud ~lia so-tof a
hay is li s wife ?"-" Oh, suc is a very inoçlorate

1 shuotuld tliik, thon, you have net n-uch te dIo
in tliis fainily'?"1

"A OIt, yc's," said thue doctor, "but 1 liave."
"Wluat; faindly have thîey " -" Oh, thîey have

liad elevelluY-"Ilndeed ! hlio% mnany have they
Dr. Lees "Isuppose yenu bel ieve lin thte la"- tîtat
hize produces hike'? Is thiere auuy more certainu
Prtitcii)le iii pluysiology thati tîtat good food pro-
duces jýood hil0otl, giiod bloed good structures,
auud good structure tratîsmtits geod structures?
Whcîiei paremuts are luealtltv, thle ch jdreti ntusýt he
hill-.-' cNno yli~ tîitt." said thue doctor.
I)Nov,' said Dr. Lees, "'tlere is seînetuiig te

be accouttd fer-six chikiron arc living, firc

arc dead. But what is the constitution of the
six?"--' Oh, foi, that iiaLtter,," said lie, " Uîey
aire lîipped, iwrvowî's" ''Oh," Said a lady over
the table, '' You lznow Mis-was touclied in
th lie.ed." &And Mir. Geore." said anothler,

w:îs in tlWe asylîtîn ; and, Wiliani, you ku-iow,

furtheî', nw i ng is iiîoî'e Certainî tlî:u tiat; suiîie
iataulser'ionis lat% or cfi e las beeti violat ed

n(iiduoni t lie face of it. t lie olle boti/o of' w1ilc a,
(fil * yfrlfil(l)/ v/ul'5wy huire bei. Mew agent.
Tliat, ks 1v 'as*e.' A sileii(efoow .

Writhlin few veî's ail tlîat faîililv Nwas cnlt o11.
'l'le fatiierdied ofaolxadthe rest of tie
faniily %vere eut oi' ini eai'ly life.-Bonibay Gutar.

THE SIN OF T.AKING OFFENCE.
No ouie is olblig.edl to takze o1lèence. A read(iie,,s

te dIo itgi- es evi(ldeof deep-seated selîjsliîie.ss,
and( a, ]tablit of doiîîg is proof conclusive that
folvN ri'c"Igs.

Many wlio are quite careful to avoid givit g
o1lience have tiot yet coine to a fuîl recogiitioii of
the fact that takingoilèence isw~orse. Itihetokuýtis
a inost unhealt tLotie of idi(. It gives evi-
deuice of a siîfui land un Cl ri.stlike spirit. It
shios that thîe tliouglit is fasteined on self, the

iitiiportauit 1)(1.1iiage iin aIl the universe;I 1iid Ujs ptted dai'ling, sonuie cite lias hiad thîe
teiiierity, the iimpudence, to iiîsuit or slighit!

IShahl it iîot hoe proiuptly rcseiîted?
Yes, by thec f<.ol, by 1 *i wlîo likes to be centin-

iually in liot water. Let Ihua îmur-e his iniju-
rie.,; and care sediflously for lus digiîity, and
nuiake lyjh imbeîf and aIl arouiîd hii as un-
counfortable as possible. lie ivill find no eîîd of
occasieons if lie is on the lookout for thein ; and
tliere %vill 10 nlo gett.ing alonig wvith Iiini iin aîiy
sort of peace. At Uic inost uiiexîerted inotreiît
lic lias taketi mortai unibrage at soniething donc.
or said witlî the uitinost innoeeiice. No excuse
s-ullices ; lic is alienated forevei'; and in the
course of a fe%% years lie has niaîiaged to * et rid
cf abiout ail whio tried, lin vaini. to shoNw hiîuî
fiendslîip. lie lias becone perfectly certain that
everybody is againsthlim.

Surely tiiere is a lwt ter way. even the wvay of
love. lie wlio is fuîtl of love wvill sec things un-
(listurbed b)v Uic blindin- ig mîts of scWfishiness
which steain ul) froni corruption Nvithîîu. He
w~ill behiold realities, iiota.ppearanctes; facts, not
f.uîcies. lie will hlave texder 1 ity for thue fail-
in-g and -cakiieses of otliers. 11e %v1ll ho fuît
of suchi genhdl kindliness that no aiiouiit cf ili-
behavior can iuiake him cross. Ifle will have so
iuchel of swccttiess -in him that circuuîstaiices

cannot sour hini. Love is a little child. Love
1ives ini sunsici. Love believes aIl tlîiîgs tlat
make for peace, is ignioranut and incredulous re-
garding evil, deliglits to humble itself before
othuers and prefer thcm in hionor. It does not
take olfetice.

No one eau doeso witliout guilt. No one can
dIo so anid have that happ mess whvli is God's
gift te luis chuldrcn. W ise is lic anîd truly

lulvtiwo absolutely r'efuses te reccive the
affrotuts tiat may hoe prolèred luinu, who posi-
tively declities to feel aggrieved no unatterw~ho
attcuiupts to put grief upon in, wvlo promptly
and obstinately tlirubtb ont of lus thouglits the
iiu.jury thatsoiie ouuc thougit to do imi-. W eare
our own masters in this natter. Our actions
flow from our feelings, our feelings froin our
cl)iiiions, and ouir opinions arc our ow-n. Everv-
tluiîîg is susceptible of explanation. If we lodk
lit it awry, -we shall get awvry ; if wvc look at it
froin thue proper angle. wve shahl find no occasion
for titrinoil. Zion's Ifcra!d.
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