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ment of a debt, when it is in his power lo‘ B. Well, but T woender that he could let

mieet his engagement, ought to be mude to us go near him at all, if he hates sin in

fdel that in the si;.;ht, of all honest men, heis
aswindler. Religton may.bea very comfort-

able clonk under which to hide; but if reli-’

gion docs not muke & man “ deal justly,” it
is not worth having,

~For the Young.

«XNOCK, AND IT SHALL BE OPENED UNTO
Yoy

Alice. Well now, Betsy, I will try to
muke you understand why it is that we
must always pray to God through Christ;
and I hope, my dear, you will undecctand
it wéll, or else you will never pray in the
plain, holy, earnest way that the piece ot
poetry speaks of; nor, I fear, will you ever
pray at all so as for God to hear you, for
God never changes from what He says, and
He has told us that through Christ is the
only way of coming to Him. So you see
if we were to go in any other way it would
be of no use, for it would be ugainst God’s
mind.

DBetsy. Then I suppose you mean, Alice,
that God will hear us only through Christ
because he has made it so, und won’t alter?

A. That is one reason, Betsy; and it
would be reason enough if there wus no
other. But you should say can’t alter,
rather than won’t; for, you know, God could
not alter and yet be true to His word; and
He could not alter when He had the best
reasons fr making it so. But to say 1l
won’t, looks asif He could, but was not kind
enough to doit.

B. I did not mean that God was unkir d.
Only I could not sec any reason He had ‘ur
it, and thought it was just because He had
% mind to make it so.  What reasons had
He besides, Alice?

A. He might have a great many reasons
besides, which we don't know of.  Butthere
is one great reason He has told us of, and
it is a very plain and sufficient one, and that
is, we are not worthy to come to Him in
any other way. .

B. Not worthy, Alice! What do you
mean ?

A. I will explain.  You know that God
is a holy Being. He loves goodness, and
hates sin.  He drove the devils, who were
once holy angels in heaven, away from that
blessed place, because they sinned; and He
cast Adam out of Paradise, because he sin-

ned; and He has said in His holy word that,
He wiil send all the wicked at the last day
into everlasting fire, and this is all because
He cannot endure sin. Well, then, you
know, Betsy, that we are all sinful creatures;
and how do you think God could let us go
near hing;"and speak to him as we do when
we pray, unless Jesus Christ were between
him and us?

that terrible way. Did he net drown all
the world vnee, and send fire and Lrimstone
upon Sedom and Gomorrab, for their +ins?

4. Yes; and so you sce how much he
hated it But you forget, Betsy, who Jesus
Chuist is, and what lie has done for sinners,
when you say you wonder God will let us
come near him at all.  You foreet that
Jesus Christ, the Sun of Gud, dicd to save
sinners,

B. Well, I have often heard our minister
say so, and the teachers too.  But didl lis
dying make God hate sin any less ?

A. No, not at all. It shewed still more
how much he hatedit. But when Jesus

Clirist died he took our sin away from us; |-

and you know when our sin was taken away
from us, God would have nothing more to
hate in us

B. But how did he take it away, Alice?

A. By taking it upon himsclf, just as I
might take your name upon me. Your
name does not belong to me, you know, and
our sin did not belong toJesus Cluist; but
T could tuke your name, and wear it all my
life, and for that matter you could have
mine in exchange too. In that way Jesus
Christ took our sin upon him and died for
it, and so make an end of it. Do you know
what the end of sin is, Betsy ?

B. No,

<. Do you know what the end of sinners
is?

B. Ttis to be cast into hell for ever.

<1 Yes, the only way of making an end
of sin is to suffer its punishment, which is
death,  As it is suid i the sinth chapter of
Romans and the twenty-third verse, «'Lhe
wages of sin is death;” and in another
place, « Sin, when it is finished, bringeth
forth death.” 1t is eternal death to those
who are not saved through Jesus Christ,
because they can never to all eternity suf-
fer as much as is due to sin; but when
Jesus Christ died on the eross he put an
end to sin at once by sufterng in his death
as much as was due to thesin of men. The
Seripturessay, “in that he died, he died unto
sinonce.” And thus Jesus Christ, by taking
our sin upon himself, not only took away
that for which alone God was angry with
us, but by dying on the cross he suffered all
that was due to us for our sin, and so
cleared us from eternal punishment in heil.
So yousee, as God is love, and hates aothing
but sin, he can and does love ug, with a
love full and free, and therefore is well
pleased with us when we come to pray to
him; but then it is all because Jesus Christ
dicd for us, or, as the Scriptures say, that
“he put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.”
Now, I think you will sce that there is rea-
son enough for our coming to God through

! Christ.

B. Why, I can ser, Alice, it is our being

sinful that would hinder our coming to God
in prayer, and that Jesus Chiist has taken
away that hindrance by dying for our sius,
and so bus made vur way to Gud clear,

A. Oh, yes, clem!  How could we come
to Gud in any other way than through

Chiist? - Suppose, now, we had all our sing

upon us yet, how could God, g0 holy as he
is, do anything else with us than he did
with the devil and his angels—drive us
from him into hell to suffer for our sins for
ever? I think itis plin, Betsy, that we
could never have come near to God at all
had it not been for Jesus Christ; and,
therefore, I think it is quite as plain that
when we come to God in prayer, it must be
through Christ, and through Christ alone.
B. Tsee. Well, then, is that what you
meant, when you said, that if we were to
come to God inany other way than through
Christ, it would be like a8 if the blind beg-
gar-man had rapped with bis stick against
the wall?

A. Yes; that is what I meant. If we
do not pray to God through Christ, we can
no more expect him to Tear us than the
beggar-man could think to be heard by
rapping at the wall instead of at the door.
And so, when God says, “ Knock,” we must
remember to come to CHrist, for only then
will God hear and answer our prayers. If
we pray for God to forgive us our sins, we
must ask him to forgive them through
Clnist, or for the suke of the death of Christ
for sin; and so if we want anything else
from God, we must knock there till we get
what we want, and keep knocking, as the
beggar-man did, till we get it, and we have
no need to fear but that God will open to
ug, and give ws all we want; for the pro-
jmise is, * Knuek, and it shall be opened
unto you.”  But it is chapel-time, and we
mustn’t be late.

THE ARTOUR OF JUVENILE PIETY.

When Mr. Whitefield was preaching in
America, a certain lady in New England
became a subject of grace, and of covrse,
a praying, experienced Christian. But she
was alone in her exercises ; she could in-
fluence none to pray with her but her little
danghter, between nine and eleven years of
age. This child she took into her closet
with her from dry to day, a witness to her
cries and tears. It pleased God, after some
time, to touch the heart of the child, and,
after sorrow for sin, to give her the know-
ledge of sulvatien through the remission of
sin. The child, then about eleven years of
age, in a transport which is so peculiar to
such a blessed experience, said, « Ob, mo-
ther, if all the world knew this! I wish
I could tell every body! Pray, mother, let
me run to some of the neighbours, and tell
them, that they may be happy, and love rv
Saviourteo.”  « Ah! my dearchild,” sad
the mother, that would be needless ; for 1




