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JANUARY-OUII1 F[RST MONTIT.
We have pamsd the thrcshold, and entercd upon a New Year. Onie

more page iii the book of lifIý bas becu turncd, and a now eroil is now
ready to reccive thec impress of oui thoughts and actions. The entranco,
upon a new stage of existence s4hould be fraught 'with Bolemnity, for we feel
that another of the way-marks in flie road of time bas been passed, and that
wo arc progressing rapidly to our journey's end-

"The spindlc for the ibrcsd of Iifc,
Is nearly full for us."

But the New Ycar is always a time for rcjoieing, and we wiil regard it as
such, and Icave thc hcart to draw the moral in its own silece froin these
land-marks of tiuie. January opens with 1èstivity, kind wishes and kindly
feelings. An admîirable custom prevai.ls with us, ini comnion witli ouri aster
provinces, and adoptcd we believe frora the ncighbouriag Republie, of reeeiv-
ing the wclcome congratulations o? our friend.- on New Ycar's day, thug
giving many au opportunity of exchangiugý« those kiudly courteýies o? life
which otherwise would be ncglcted. gentlemen ame enablcd to rcnew their
acqluaintance, witlh those whom business denies thum the opportwiity of
meeting through the more work day part o? the passing year. Visiting is
kept up with great spirit when thec weathcr permits-the ladies wear their
brightcst smilcs, and offer rcfreshments in thei- most persuasive tones, while
the gentlemen sustain their part, by liearty shak-ing o? hands, joyous
reinsrks, kind vishes and congratulations. The day often closes with a gay
party, and almost always with a social gatlicring round the brijbt, hearth of
thc household, 'whcn Ilunilies for <ne evening at leet, are uuitcd, and heaits
are strengthened, by kindly words and offices for the battie o? life through
the oming ycar. January sems the favorite month for fcstivity duriog our
wmnter seas, the long evenings naturully induce somne plan for amusement,
and the gay among oui inhabitants, ofien devote thens to private balla and
publie usemblies. Music and mirth resound front many a dweiling and
light hearts dance down the midnight, and laugh ut thc keen north wind,
and it ay be, driving snow, that rushes past the casernent. flc slcighing
which usmuly abounda in titis month, gives our atreets an aunatea appear-
mSc as the warmly clad secigi dra by prancing boises, glides rapi'y
onward, heralding -its approacit by the nierry belUs that ring out sueit a
stiring eulivcnig peu!.

It ise ç kater.- month asso-it ucually brings the fiast fitm ice of flic
scuson, und the sport has ail its cnjoymcnt with nue o? its aticty. Thec
fanc bracing air of vinter ud the heulthful tone of thc cerciSe "-e "ii
a tout deligbtful amusment fui its votaries, and tht lakes often present a
teSt aninated spectacle, purticularly -whcn cnlivcncd by the presenc o?


