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'«Tlie path of the Bible is not like the path of the inidel production-a steep
dosceat to dark oblivioni-but it is like the patli of tiiese who are justified by
its faith, which is as 'the shining liit iwhich shineth more and more until
the perfcct day.'1 In sonie old Bible of your grauidfather,. between the ]eaves
whichi enclose soine cherishied passage that had often cheercd the old mnan's
iheart, there is, perhaps, a littie relie of the past-

''Tis but a littie faded fiower'

The colour iè gone, but a good deal of the forin is stili there. You must
toucli it very tenderly, or it will cruinhie into dust and be ail goue. lt
abides, after a fashion, as niost humnan thinga abide , it doos ni i e n
abide as Divine tliings live and abide. But the promise, over against whichi
tbe littie faded floweri 13 ying, not only abides, but lives-lives ! It lives ini
ten thousand bearts as well as in yonrs, as rich in colour, as fresli in fragrance,
as dolightful te the soul as ever it was. ' Ail fleshi is gras,'- and even ouir
reviewers corne under that head--' AIL fleshi is grass, and ail the goodness

Ithereof is as the llower cf the field. The grass wiitherethi, and the flower
thereof falleth away ; but the Word cf the Lord endureth for ever.' The
Word of God is not liko that cf Peniostlienes or cf Cicero, whose speeches
inay stili move te admiration, but cân ne longer lead =en on te action as in
the days xvlien thiey were fresh- and strocg. The Word cf God lives and
breathes ; lives wvith the life arx& breathles ivith the breath cf the S5pirit cf thle
]iving Gcd. Thîis is the secret cf its perennial fresinoss ; ibis is the secret

ocf iLs imniortal youth. 1 It is the Spirit that quickeneth. ' 'The words tlîat
1 speak unto yen, tlîey are spirit and they are life.' 0f Renier, and Virgil,
aud Dante, and Milton; cf Aristotie, and Seneca, and Descartes, tud Ba-
con ; cf* - emcsthienes, and Cicere, and Burle-it inay be said, 'hle, be-
ingr cead, yet speaketh;' but cf the Author cf the Bible, and cf Rinm alone,
icbe sad R1e, beingr alive, yet sp)eakethi.' ' The rnighity Gcd, even the

Lord, bath spoken.' And speakieth stili: 'I~ arn H1e that dotb speak; beliold
it is I.' The Spirit cf Ged xnay use, and often dees use, other bocks; but
He identifies hirnself with the Bible. R1e ma -es it vocal ivitli Ris loving
voice, and vital with Ris living power. Ho breathes througli it on the living
snuli and thus conîmunicates the life eternal. And se the wcrk cf this So-
ciety is net that of a more publishing firm. It is a great misionary work.
This Society isencaad f God te the grandest missienary ivork-called cf Godl
te send fcrth Ris liglit and Bis truth, Ris Word cf ever-fresli and living
power, te the ends cf the earth. Therefore 1 heartily support this Reoe-

*lution."
The .Rev. E. LEWIS (ieIlary).-"' 1 caniiot but feel at home in any

assembly whêre the work cf the Bible Society is a tcpic cf conversation or cf
advocacy. Fer more than eîghteen years past 1 ]bave hiad much te do with
the circulattion of the Scriptures--that good old Book of whichi we bave hourd

" cwe wish te speak a littie cf our owvn experience, sud te lay before ycu a
fcw simple facts connected witlî the work cf Bible circulation, feeling per-
suaded that facts will show, far more effectnally thail any speculations wve
could ciler, tho g,,lory oi Vie work in which -%ve are engagod, and the necessity
whicli is laid upon, us te carry on thiat wiork in the future. Very e'ary in my
missionary career I saw the necessity of dîstributing the Scriptures wherever
I prcached. On varions occasicns people would say te me, after preaching,
'%c lave heard your wvords ; tbey bave approved themselves te us - but you
aire about te leave us, ana whien ycu are geone ive ivant te think abou'hei
sud study them, and talk about them anion,, ourselves. In case cf doubt or
dificulty te wlîorn shall we refer? V waut a bock-an authoritative bock
-a bock that we cin, rcad for curselves snd stndy closely, se, that we nîay

îniot forget the main peints.? I need ]îardly say that we foît, there was ne
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