
BIBLE SOCOIe£Y RE~COR1DER.

3. We have to add to this tlîat the truttîs of the Bible are receivingf- fresh
illiistrationis,, whiclh ait once inecase tlicir vitality axîd assure their permanenit
influence.

Our ow epeicei and thc coiîîbiîîed experiences -which inake history,
are giving original illustrations of the Biblical facda of a divine Providence.

* *lead the story of Christian missions to fiîîd the Bible incidents
repeated ln the sigal wvorking of God's providence in the line of ]lis owiî

So have we accuinulatedl evidences of bis love, and nxiercy, and fo -bearanlèe.
We read tiiese and believe. *Tle former instances niake them c&-A<r; but clrit
own lires inaie theni clearer. %Ve believe that which was by reasoxi of that
which is, and this grows ivhile we sleep. The love and kindness of the Bible
mnake their ovi ivitzness ho its worth. "Truily," said a girl-wife ini Indi.

tru]y your Bible inust bave been written bj' a woinan, it contains s0 nyany
kind things about uis.>' This cutrauce of its inercy into stricken lires, MIvIJI$
thein couifort, and hope, nies the iinercy more. We coînprehiend the pity and
-gentbinciiss of the word %vhîcn xve find the living illustration of its comnpasLsioni.
l'rayer neyer liad so inlicli confirmiation as now glorifies it. The iinhercediti-
jprophet, the imlportLlnate -widow, tlîe suppliant inother, the b)eseechIing pub.
lican, have becîx a tlîousaiid hinies repeatcd silice they passed on. The Bible
is ricli iii its ivitzesses wlien it -%vould teach lis to pi-ny. But it is growing
lcher la those whoin the centuries bring forwvard, in the multitudes irho to-
day throng; about ils, inercy-seat, and coule boldly to its thi-one of gine.

Thlus àt is that the truths of tie Bible are miote and more strongl asete
ind confirnied and illustrated as vear succeeds te year.***

Thus more nd mnore is the Bible inaking illustrations of itself. 'Mten are
raised up stcadily who confirin the power of its tecig.Thcy stand iVitix
iis and share our life. Every year produces thini, and iii the art gives us
more for ivhlich ho rejoice in the word of oui- God.* *

To tlie obedient trath %will corne. The willing mani shail know the will of
C.od. ]&rery child, every clîild-like spirit, shall bc taughlt. As tlie Blible lias

heoegieater ini itseif, se can Nve become geniter to lîold it andl be blcssed
)y il. Thus shallvre be gi-eter to g-ive it te tlie vorld. We mna-ynfot secits

iiiimediate inifluence as did the fathers. The tinies have clianged. It was a
duli and bliîîd %vorld izîto whliicli the English Bible cîitered. Ah the prose
literature of England, sna-e thme forg,-otteti tracts of Wycliffe, bas growvn lip
since the translation of the Bible by Tyndall and Coverdale. Se far as the
nation at large iras concerned, noe history, nîo roinaxice, iiardhy any pottry,
save tlic little known -verse of Chaucer, existcd iii the Enghlish longue w%,hcn
the Bible iras ordered tu be set up in the chîurchies. . . . For the moinx,¶
however, its litera-y effcct iwas less ilian ils social. . . . But fat gi-enter than
its cifeet on literature or social phrase iras the effect of lthe Bible on thme
chai-acter of lIme people at large. The Bib' e was as yct, tIe one book irhich
wvas fauifiar in evcr ii nislimani.

lis influenîce lias Conitinîîced. It is not lma real because less striking. Ii
lias donc a duel) work wcm vi!l not ps away. The Bible is neeed le pi-e-
serve and enharge this. lZcw genera tioîîs ncd the old, trIlth, irhich is ever

ncw Th stragers enteriîîg oui- gates iiust bc met by the in vithî the
Book. The shîips xvhich traverse thc, senos nmust bear its comfort, and slrcîgth,
anîd conîpanionshl) on tIheir liîe]y and perilous ivay. The isles irait, furit
Tlie coi.ntlfss millions ivhieni -%re are just, touching inst ]lave ils wisdoni and
,race. The Blook %vili bles mnan. As in the iratered fields iii ils owIi pro-

iphîetic; page, everytlingi tixat livcîli irhich inoyeUx, .vhithersoevcr il shalh
corne, shail lire. Let Tyndall spealk to uis as ire go lience, «'For ire have l'nt
reccivcd the gifts of God, for ourselves offly, or for to hide thîemn but for te
bestoir tlicmu."

%V0 have rceivcl,.-andl are receiving. 'W' will give aîid lut Uic liglit shîinc
bx-ïghterztild yet bihter niiit tlie 1-crcect day.


