
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORDER. 7>

cution. the Christians increased iii nuniber from 1,000 to 7,000, and the
1actual conmmunicants frein 200 tu 1,000. During these years the Christians
1had beeii dostitute of ail hunian guidance and ail human aid. No European
teacher or preacher liad gone in and out aniong- them. God hiad been their
helper, and the EIely Spirit, %vho, ag the Christians said, %vas the best teacher,t

i ad been with theni, and these were the marvelleus resuits.
IV. It may be admitted that there ia senie diversity of opinion among

i nissienary %vorkers as to the value of the printed book unaccompanied. byi
explanations and coniments. Such divergence of views is te be expected. iLet us î-eiemher, however, that it is not a question between the Bible
alone and preaching alone iwhii.%we are called te decide as a practical matter.
No one thinks of relying upon tlue Scriptures without explanation for the
fll enliglitenment of the wvorld. Missionaries as well as books, evangelists
as well as Bibles, mnust be sent to ail lands %ihere Christianity is unknown.
But the missionary without the Bible is like David going forth te mneût the
champion of the Philistines witluout any stones for his sling.

The testimony concerniug the powver of the printed Bible froni those who
have tested it in foreign lands, is varied and conclusive. '<The parameunt
importance of the services of Bible societies on heatheu ground hao been

i forcibly set forth by an eniinent churchman whien he declared that, if the
i choice were to, lie between the Bible without the teacher and the teacher
1Without the Bible, hoe would unhesitatingly elezt the former."

1 Said Dr. Wmi. Goodel: 'lThe Bible is our oxîly standard, and the Bible 1
iis our final appeal. A nd it ia even more necessary for us than it waB for the
reformers in England, because we rare foreigners. Without it, we could sayl
one thiiig and the priests another ; but where would bo the umpire? 1 t 1

wol enwiraial our efrswudb i eangteair." n

way eau the missionary reach by the living voice effectually the millions seat-
I tered over this widely-extended land. Truth on the printcd page ean go

where hoe cannoe find an outrance, as into the temple, inte the women's
apartmnents cf the lieuse. It eau hoe carried forth, as winged seeds are carried
by the wind, in varieus wvays, and scatfered broadcast. Nor is it in vain;

tseed thus msattered sometimes falîs in a fruitful place.
tThe Rev. Alexander Williams has said: "I1 hava no doubt that thie

nianifest changye of feeling and demeanor wivh is now se evident in many
parts of China is due, not only to our jeurneys and preaching, but greatly te
the sulent but telling influence of the printed page."

Our most recent reports frei China tell of the wonderful power of the
-;t,)ries contaiinad in t*.e l3ible; thiere is nothiug like them for kindling an
interest, quickrening mental activity, encouraging the duli and stupid te learn.
Says the Rev. H. D. Porter: 'China is a vastly ocerpreached country, wherever

ithe missienary and his hielpers have gene ; talked duli and blind, perhaps,t
*by a fatal facility of illustration ; while mayof the pepl nd ftecuh
mienibers are under-tauqht in the Bible.,,y po"e o h

V. But tlie importance of the printed book is further demonstrated by
cases constantly ocourring in every part of the world, whiere, in advance of
aIl oral instruction, the Bible is preving itself a power for enlightenment and
salvateon. Tlîe individual and special cases are se numierous and striking
that ene liesitates whieh of them and how niany te cite.

1 iniglit tell ef an Armenian E .angelical Church at Percheuj, near Har-
peet, of which the missinuaries knew nothing till a colporteur one dayj

i reported that lie feund seveiity men assembled i a stable, listening te one of
i their numbr readiug te thei frein a Bible which lie had bought ln a neigh-

beuring town. , 1
I inight refer te the layiîîg of the corner-stone of an adobe church in an

i Indian village lu Mexico, wlîich I witnessed iun8) built te shelter a itte

Icompany whem an Indian had gathered areund him, without any cneec


