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TO ADVERTISERS.

The steam & electric railways, the steam-
ship, express, telegraph & telephone com-
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Atlantic to the Pacific, are on THE RAIL-
WAY & SHIPPING WORLD'S subscription
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man himself personally. Instead of receiving
any thanks, however, for my zeal, I was
treated to the severest kind of reprimand for
the liberty I had taken in delivering the mes-
sage in such an informal manner. It is need-
less to say I never repeated the offence.

In the spring of 1850 I was sent to Toronto
to take charge of the Co.'s business here, &
to be in a position to recommend such exten-
sions in the Province of Ontario as might
seem desirable. During my first year in To-
ronto I sent & received myself on the instru-
ments every message which passed over the
line to & from this point. These messages
were delivered by one small freckled-faced
Scotch boy, with a plentiful growth of hair on
his head, named Robert Easson. 1 remem-
ber well how he ran with each message which
required to be delivered as if his very life de-
pended upon it. That boy is now in charge
of our Press News Department, & is here
to-night.

I had not been long in Toronto before I be-
gan to suggest to the head office various ex-
tensions of our lines, & as these suggestions
were almost invariably adopted, I grew bolder
& more reckless, until the Head Office began
to get nervous & frightened. It was finally
concluded, however, & I was notified by
Hugh Allan, afterwards Sir Hugh, that 1
should have carte blanche to do as I liked, it
only being required that I should give notice
each winter of what lines I proposed to build
during the ensuing season. During the fol-
lowing years arrangements were made for
building a line along the Great Western Ry.,
& from time to time other railways as they
were projected & built in Ontario, such as the
Port Dover & Lake Huron ; the Toronto &
Nipissing ; the Northern ; the North Simcoe ;
the Port Hope, Peterborough & Lindsay ; the
Midland ; the Grand Junction ; the Victoria ;
the Hamilton & Lake Erie; the Hamilton
& North Western ; the Lake Simcoe Junc-
tion ; the Welland ; the Whitby & Port Perry ;
the Victoria ; the Toronto, Grey & Bruce, etc.
Not only did we arrange to build lines along
these different railways, some of which were
consolidated with the Great Western, & final-
ly with the Grand Trunk, but we also cover-
ed all the principal highways in the Province.
I remember well an occasion when a rather
sarcastic enquiry came from the Secretary of
the Montreal Co., as to whether I had found
any more saw mills to which | proposed to
extend the lines. The policy adopted, how-
ever, turned out to be a good business policy.
& to-day the map of wires covering the coun-
try looks like a thickly-woven spider's web
through which a fly could scarcely escape.
There is hardly a town or village in the coun-
try which is not included in this network of
lines, to say nothing of the present telephone
system, so that instantaneous electrical com-
munication is almost within the reach of
every man'’s door.

I trust it may be considered a pardonable
pride on my part that I have had something to
do with the extension of an enterprise which
has done so much towards facilitating the
business & promoting the happiness of the
world, & I have always esteemed it a matter

for thankfulness that my attention was wrned
at an early time in my life in this direction.
When I'commenced my career as an ope”
ator there were only two railways in the CO“"’
try, a short line of g miles between Montrea
& Lachine, & the other between La Pra.me
St. Johns. There was not a mile of railro2
in Ontario or any other part of the Dominio™
& as illustrative of how one enterprise mz}]}"
help another, it is undoubtedly true that fa'e
way traffic is enormously increased by t.]_
assistance rendered by the telegraph in fac!
itating the movements of trains, &c. s
The tariff on messages in the early daY_
was reckoned in English currency, not dOt
lars & cents as now. On any extensions "I
the lines in any direction, a small addmoﬂ‘*i
rate was charged on through messages, unt
finally, after a great many extensions had
been made, the tariff became a complicat®
affair, charges ranging from 1s. to 7s. 6d- o
it became a question for careful consid.erat"’e
as to how so complicated a scale might -
simplified. My advice was asked in the m2
ter, & I at once procured statements from &
the different stations along the line, Show:jngr
the exact number of messages handled und®
the different rates. From these statementss_
discovered the fact that over go, of the men-
sages sent were under the lower rate, & Cone
sequently between offices the nearest 10 ?13‘
another. I submitted a report to show t
the difference between these high rates
uniform rate of 25c. would involve no 8T
loss to the Co., even if there were no incréa: -
in the number of messages, while it would_ag
pear to the public a very great con1ce§5'°n;
The Co. adopted the suggestion, & a unlf""as
25¢c. rate was ordered. The consequence “’en
that business immediately increased betwe .-
remoter points on the line, & the policy Pro
ed eminently satisfactory to all concernéd: a
You are all well acquainted with the extr
ordinary development in the a.pplicaltloﬂtric
electricity, as shown in the telephone, elec
railway, fire alarm systems, transmlsslo"n a
power & in other dircctions. It has bee si-
common saying ever since I entered the b“i
ness that electrical development was on ’llms
its infancy ; and notwithstanding all that ay-
taken place I am still convinced that the st s
ing is as true to-day as it ever was. Gre?,ere
the development has been in the past,t od.
is a vast field in the future yet to be oCC“l”'a "
I sometimes hope to live for say 10 or 15 )eer-
longer that I may see this development l"av_
fected which is now in sight & on the W&/
Not only will every waterfall and rap! vr
utilized for the production of electrical enf"]’g
but the force in every gale of wind Wit .
called into use for the same purposeé:
railways will be run mainly by electric PO
Our houses will not only be lighted but heao
by electricity, & we shall require nohmrse‘
coal in our houses for this purpose. A (;nef
less age is in sight, with better & Clde'saP'
streets. Tall & smoky chimneys will ; lctl’i‘
pear. Every farmer will have an € ee
motor for use in his work of various Kin r.a‘m)’
this wonderful energy will be available foo“’er
& every purpose under the sun where P
is required, by simply touching a button
Our system of telegraphs is in ﬂ""‘“yl the
spects precisely the same as when | leafﬂhave
business 50 years ago. Of course thef"'dc in
been many ingenious improvements M2 ires
the instruments & in the use of the ]:Z‘OW“
One of these imprevements is what 18 he use
as the quadruplex syste:mn—that is, ! ~_To-
of one wire between two terminal pOl“'Sm an-
ronto and Montreal for instance—macde
swer the purpose of four—one rca]do duty
three phantom wires. Four operators ¢~ 4-
at each end of the wire, and work 'nde)glr te
ently, precisely as if there were four 5€} wires
wires. Before this method of using th€ ave
was discovered such a thing wou® ke
seemed as impossible as it would noW toose of
a single railway track answer the purP
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