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HOME CIRCLE.
HITCHES AT THE ALTAR.

A recent hitch at the altar occurred at a fashionable Eog.
lish watering-place. A large party had assembled in one of
the churchey, there to witness the nuptials of the niece of n
prominent citizen, when it was discovered at the last mo.
ment that the regisgrar, who had the license in his pocket,
had not arrived. Al the suggestion of the officiating clergy-
man, the ceremony was delayed for a short time, while one
of the parly went in search of the errant registrar. His ol-
fice was the first place visited; but he had gone out, and
nothing was known of his whereabouts. Then the messen.
ges repaired 1o hot haste to his restdence, which happened
tu be some distance out of town ; and meanwhile, the party
at the chapel becoming impatient, other scouts were de.
sﬁ:tched 1n various directions. At length 1t was ascertained
that the worthy registrar had leit town by an early traio,
and as it was impossible that he could return in time, the
wedding had to be postponed till the following day. The
hitch, it appeared, had occurred through the registrar hav-
ing received no intimation of the day and hour of the in-
tended marriage.

Fickleness on the part of both grooms-and brides has
been a fruitful source of hitches at the altar. Thereis a
story told of a rustic’swain, who, when asked whether he
would take his partoer to be his wedded wife, replied, with
shameful indecision:  Yes, I'm willin'; but }'d a much
sight rather have her sister.” An cqually remarkable in-
stance, which must be authentic, i3 narrated by & Bathgate
minister. In this case a hitch had occurred at the outset,
through the absence of witnesses, and the bride herself had
surmounted the difficulty by going for two friends, one of
them being her cousin, a blooming lass, somewhat younger
than herself, When, st length, tbe parties had been pro-
perly arranged, and the minister was about to proceed with
the ceremony, the bridegroom suddenly said:  Wad ye
bide a wee, sir?’ * Oh, what is it now ? " asked the ex-
asperated clergyman, ' Weel,” seplied the vacillating
groom, *‘I was just gaun to say that if it wad be the same
to you, I wad rather hae that ane "—poiating to the bride-
mzaid. ‘‘A most extraordioary statement to mzke-at this
stage, I'm afraid it’s too Jate to talk of such a thing now.”
' Is it?" returned the bridegroom, in a tone of calm resig-
nation to the incvitable. ¢ Weel, then, sir, ye maun just
gang on.”

The gentleman who so inopportanely declared his prefer-
eace for the sister of his bride, is only one of ‘many who
have made similarly eccentric replies to the 3ll-important
question. Ooe hasty individaal, on being asked if he would
take tke lady by his side to be his wife, testily responded:
“ In course I will; that's what Icame bere for."”

On a recent occasion an eccentric bridegroom, when in-
terrogated in the usuat fashion as to the acceptance of his
bride, persisted in responding, to the confusion and be.
wilderment of the officiating clergyman : ¢ Yes, for afort-
night;” a declaration which was the occasion of oo little
trouble and perplexity, though the difficalty was ultimately
overcome.

‘We will conclude with a case in which a somewhat seri-
ous obstacle to the celebration of 2 marriage was removed
at the cleventh hour by the intervention of a beneficent
flash of clerical jealousy. Yo a western Scottish towr one
evening, there were so many marriages, that an unfortunste
couple who had arranged to be united at the minister’s
house were unable to procure a cab to convey them thither
till long past the hour appointed; and when at last they
stood at the door of the manse 20d rang the bell, it was
approaching midnight. A loud and somewbat indignant
voice preszatly responded from 2 bedroom window upstairs,
demanding to kuoow who was there, The situation was
briefly explained; bat the voice—that of the Rev. Mr.
\V— minister of the first charge of the Abbey Church~—
ptoved inexozable. ** I can't help it,” was the oltimatom
received ; **you must just go home and come back to-
morrow.” ** Ob, Mr. W——, ycken wecanna ganghame
witboat bein' mamied,” struck in a female voice. ¢ Bat
what woald you have me do? Call up the whole house
bezanse of your buogling?2 ” ** Cozld yoo no dae't ower
the window, sir?” **Nozsense; it is impossible.” ¢ Ob,
you micht, sir; ye ken we attend the Abbey oa your day,
and no on Mr. B——'s,”" This fioal stroke of policy proved
irtesistible, for between Mr. W and Mr. minis-
ter of the second charge of the same church, there subsisted
a good deal of grofcss:onal jealousy. The windew was pat
down, the gas lighted, the door opened, and the mamisge
of the triumphant diplomatists duly solemnized,

CLEARING OUT STGMPS AND ROCKS.

A writer in ** The Conntry Geatleman” zdvocates the
use of dynamite, consideriag its explosive force cight times
greater than that of commoa blasting-powder, in the re-
moval of stumps-and rocks. When a stomp is blasted by
black powder, itis lifted from its plzce and split, bat it is
not throwa oct of itx bed, because the openings cansed
the explosion atc sufiicient to permit the to escape,
and tkere is Do extra force exerted to throw the pieces
asunder as when the dynamite is used.  Upoa this pecali-
znity depends very much the different effects, and the con-
wquent varisd management of thess explosives; for while
ooc_bundred poznds of loose blasting-powder might be ex-
ploded opon the sarface of 2 rock without produciag zay
tsefzl effiect, five pounds of dynamite 30 exploded woald
break the rock into fragments, or break a large hole into its
fxce by the sudden violence of its force. In fact, while
powder cxerts 2 Jlftiog or spreading force oaly, d{:umite
cxerts & foree in every direction, Sownward 28 well az up.
ward and sidewise, On this aconuntpowder mest be tag
or confined closely to prodzce any teadng or brezkin
effect, while dyramite needs oaly the glightest cavering, :ns
in many cases Do covering st all,

Another impostaot difference is that powder is dissolved

apd spoiled by moistare, or i injured by damp even, and

caonot be used in wet ground without the use of water-
proof cartridges, while dynamite is not affected by water,
snd water may be even poured into the hole and used io.
stead of tamping, with great convenience and effect.
Moreover, dynamite is only explosive by means of an ex-
plosive, such as a fulminating cap. A piece of dynamite
cartridge may be placed in a stump, and a light touched
toit will merely set it blazing and fizzing (just as a plece
of saltpetre would do), but there is no explosiun as with
Fowdcr. It is therefore more safe to use than the powder,
f only carcis exercised when the cartridge is prepared for
use, and the cap and fuse areattached. Dynamiteisa prepara-
tion of nitro-glycerine made by mixing this fluid oil with
twenty-five per cent. of its bulk of infusorial earth. This
makes a sort of granular paste of it, much like muist brown
sugar, but somewhat mord adherent and plastic.  Nitro-
glycerine is made by pouring slowly glycerine (which isa
clear, limpid fluid made from fat) into a mixture of equal
parts of nitric and sulphuric acids.

This substance must b= handled with great care, and is
too dangeraus for use alone, as it explodes by friction,
cencussion, by nataral decomposition, and at a boiling
heat. A blow from the heel of a boot will explede it and
cause the person to be blown to fragments.

A SCARCE ARTICLE IN GIRL.

A work-z-day young girl,

A witty and gay young girl,
Although crispy and tart— .
Not too awfully smart—

A saucy and cAic young girl.

A heart-in-her-hand young girl,
A genteel and bland young girl,
Not given to flirt,
Her beau’s feclings to hurt—
A constant and loving young girl.

A help-for-her.mother young girl, .

A kind-to-her-brother young girl,
‘Who spends her nights home,
Aund cares not to scam—

A light-of-the-houschold young girl.

A fond-of-her-book young girl,
A know-how-to-cook young girl,
The piano can play,
Or do house work all day—
Apreciously scarce yourg girl.

A cherry-face young girl,

A model-of-grace youog girl,
With a heart like pure gold,
That never grows old—

A loving and sweet young girl.

A CAT'S MIND.

A certain household with which we bad the best oppor-
tunity in the world to bz familiar, was sérved bya very
noisy milkman, who came rushing up the back steps to the
veranda every moming, banged down bis old tin pail, and
shouted “*Milk 1" The pet cat of the establishment always
veceived a saucer foll of milk on his arrival, and scon con-
nected breakfast with the noisy milkman, When the fa-
miliar ::g beat on the walk and the rattle and the shout
were heard, the cat would spring to the door with tail in
airand cyes sparkling. A mischievous boy, noticing this,
conceived the brilliant idea of fooling the cat.  He slippea
out qoielly onc afternoon, ran noiselessly along the walk
and up the steps, and shouted ““Milk!”™ " The cat wasat
the door id an instant, all agog with expeciction, and s=-
vagely comprehended the meaning of thipgs when the door
opensd and nomilkman appeared.  There wzs something so
funny aboot making a fool of the cat that the experiment
was tried from time to time with great success; bot sud-
denly it hiled. When the“boy rushed up the steps and
shouted “Milk 1" the cat lay baside the stove and purred
scdately.  She had learned to detect the impostare. The
experiment did not stop here.  The boy was resclved not
10 be beaten by the cat, and after failing in several attempts
to arouse her by the old method, be slyly took omt with
him a tin can, came roshing up the veranda, banged down
the can with 2 great rattle and yelled “Milk 11 The
cat sprang for the door as if she had been toached withan
electric battery.—8xuffalo Coxricr.

WHAT MAKES YOU PALZE 1

Probably a lack of fresh air and exerciss out of doors.
Hoasework is exercise, of coasse, but it has not the iavigo-
rating guality that 2 brisk walk in the open 2irbas. Try
for a month the cfiect of a walk every day, in the morming,
wkich is the vital, exhilarating, delighifol part of the

by | day.

Bot walkipg withoat en object is very stupid, you urge.
That istrue cnozph.  Have 2u object. Do the marketing.
Undertake some of the family errands.  Go to s2e the poor
ang the sick, and people who are 1n trouble and weighed
down with some infirmity. Camry the papsars that yoa have
read to Arvaty Brown, who never sees 2 paper unless some
onelendsitto bher.  Ask 1o be incladed in the visiting cona-
mittee of the Saadsy-sckool, and look after abseatees ; or
become 2 member of the Doteas Society, and call on some

fzmily. That will give yoa an object.

Still, all the oct-door exercise you can take will aot make
you bright and bloowming, if you do not cat the rizht sont of
g%& ex s2d to:.Jslt'. t?&c aod mbbl bixafit. Tich ak;

pastry—above c constant nibbling of sweats an
cxodies, will keep yoa pallid.  Vou must eat wholesome
ponidge, mirde of nutrtious cereals; you must eat rare
Tosst-beef and steak, and mutton chops, and pleaty of fruit,
And If you go to bed cazly, hathe in cold water oace a day,

keep your mind busy, and your heart at rest, by leaving
life and its orderings submissively with God—you will have
what every woman needs if she would be useful and happy
—good health and good looks.

A friend says, ‘‘Do tell the girls to rest and not to wear
themselves out by too much pleasuriog, too much studying,
or, indeed, too much of anything.

And this is good advice, too. But the mothers need jt
quite as urgently as the daughters—posuibly a great deal
more.

.
COFFEE DRINKERS.

The Hollanders are the greatest coffee drinkers in the
world, their annual consumption being about cighteen
pounds per head of thie whole population. The principal
cause is the fact that Amsterdam has long been one of the
greatcoffee marts in the world, and, being admitted free of
duty, coffee is very cheap. Next comes Belgium aud Dea-
mark, in which the consumption per capita is about half
that of Holland. Next comes the United States, in which
the consumption pec capita in 1880 was 8.8 Ibs., in 1881
somewhat less, being 8.4 l1bs. per bead. By a calculation
founded on the data furnished in Mr. Thurber’s book, the
present consumption of tea in the United States may be
stated at 2 little overone pound per week for each family
in the nation. In the use of tea and cofiee the people
of England and the Uniled States present a most remark-
able contrast. The annual consumption of the people of
Enpgland is just about a pound of coffee per head, or about
one-cighth of that of the people of the United States.
Comparing the consumption of tea with that of coffee, it
will be found that while the people of the United States use
about five pounds of coffee to one pound of tea, the g_eople
of England use five pounds of tea to one pound of coffee.,

CORAL REEF BUILDING.

Professor Joseph Le Conte, inalecture on corals, corrected
a wide-spread misunderstanding respecting corals and coral
reefs. The popalar ideais, says M. Le Conte, that these
2nimals are littde insects ; that they build like ants and bees
do, and when they are alarmed they dissppear into their
little burrows, and these reefs are accumalations of millions
of these little insects in geoeration after generation. The
fact is, the coral animal isa polyp belonging to the group of
radiatia ; that it consists of limestone deposits in the shape
of a hollow cylinder with top and bottom discs, surmounted
with tentacles, containing & stomach and enveloped with
gelatinous organic matter.  The tentacles or arms arte pro-
vided cach witk a month for the absorption 6f food. The
coral is coralive limestone after the gelatinous orgarnic en-
velope is decayed and removed. The animals which build
reefs are not much larger than pin-heads. Reef-building
corals will not grow at 2 depth of 200 to 120 feet, There
have been reef-building corals found at adepth of 2,000 feet,
but they were dead—drowned by being carried below their
depth. This confines them to coast lines and subraarine
banks. Corals will not grow where the temperatuze isJower
than sixty-cight degrees at any time—that is, the ocean, not
the air. Therefore they are confined to the tropical regions.
They will not grow except in clear salt water; hence there
is always a break in reefs opposite the mouth of a river.
Finally, they demand free exposure 1o the beaung of the
waves. The more violently the waves beat, the more
rapidly the corals grow, beczuse the agitation gives them
ventilation. Corals wiil grow in the face of waves whose
beatings would gradually wear away 2 wall of granite, The
four kinds of coral reefs found in the Pacific Ocean are
fringe reefs, barries reefs, circular reefs, inclosieg lagoons in
the ocean, and small 1agoonless coral islands.

“I'LL NO TRUST Y£E."

Two centuries ago, in the Highlands of Scotland, to ask
for a reccipt or promissory nole was thooght an insult. 1f
parties hzd business rozatters to trausact, they stepped into
the air, fixed their eyes upon theheavens, and each repeated
his obligation without mortal witness. A mark was then
carved 03 some tock oOF tree near by as 2 remembrance of
the compact.  Such a thing as breach of contract was rarely
met with, so highly did the people regard their honour.

\When the march of improvement brought the new mode
of doing basiness, they were often pained by those innova.
tions. A anecdote is handed down of a farmer who had
been to zhe Lowlands and learned worldly wisdom. On re-
tarnicg to his native parish he had ned ofa sum of money,
and made bold to ask 2 Ioan from a gentleman of means
pamed Stewart.  Thir was kindly granted, and Mr. Stewart
couated oat the gold. This doae, the farmer wrote a receipt
and handed it to Mr. Stewart.

*\What is this, man?" cried Mr. Stewart, cyeing the slip
of paper. .

*¢1t is 3 Teceipt, sir, bindiog me to give ye back ths gold
at lhﬁ oight tizoe,™ {t :j]d Sandy. " .

“ Binding ye ! ¢l, my mao, i yea::nauustycnd.
Tz sore I'll o trust ye.  Ye caesz have my gold.”” Acd

thering it ap, he put it back in his desk and tamad the

oa it,

**Bat, sir, T might die,” replied the casny Scoichman,
bringiog ©p an argument in favoa: of his new wisdom,
“and perhaps my sous wight refase it yo; -bat the bit of
paper woald compel them.”

*¢Compel them to sustain 2 dead father’s honoat 1™ cried
the Celt. * *“ TheyRl geod co:nfelling to do right, if this is
the 10ad ye're leading them. 111 nather trust ye nor them.
Ye can gang elsewhere 01 o2y ; bat you'll £iod pane in
the parish that'll put more fithina bit o‘ﬁa thamina
ocghbour’s word 0° hoaour and his fear o »

Mz, PROCTOR, the English astronocasr who bas excited
the fears of soms nervous people by predicting the falling of
2 comet into the sta, may pctgusn telicve them by his more
Tecent assertion that ¢ the wocld is more likely to last 25,-
000,000 years than to be destroyed in fiftees,”
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