244

\

THE RURAL CANADIAN,

——

GARDEN AND ORCHARD.
T04DS IN THE GARDEN.

Wo hoar and see s great deal about protecting
the insect.destroying birds; we even see ocoa-
sionally a pieco in the agrioultural journals headed
¢ A Plea for tho Mole,” followed by an argument
to provo that the villainous little blind creature
does not ipjure vogetation; but we seldom henr
or read of tho scrvices rendored the farmer and
horticulturist by the despised little toad, while we
will venture the assertion that in any given area
in this country the toads destroy moro insecots
injurious to vegetation than do the birds in the
samo area, and that too without doing any mis-
chief, a8 the toads live entirely npon inseots, while
the birds, with fow exoeptions, do not; and as to
the mole, we will guarauntee that if his case should
come before & jury of intelligent farmers or gar-
dencrs, he would be found guilty of criminal
destruction of vegetation, and especially of seeds,
Mot so with the toad, which subsists entirely upon
juseots. Not only do they subsist upon insects,
but they destroy those whicsh the birds cannot
yeach—those whioh depredate at night, when we
- and the birds are aslesp. So highly are they
appreciatod in Europe, that they are there an
article of merchandise.

The market gardeners near London, England,
phrchase toads from the Continent at fourpence
each. :

A toad pat into 8 hot-bed will effectually pro-
tect the plants from the ravages of inseots, and a
number of them in an ordinary garden will mate-
rially reduce the number of insects, and thus pro-
teot the plants from their ravages.

So far from participating in the common feel-
ing of contempt for the humble little reptile, we
have & profound respect for him on account of
his friendly services in aid of our perpetual war-
fare upon insects injurious to vegetation. Instead
of being kioked and trod apon, he shounld be
protected by all good citizens. Any one who
will take the trouble o watch & toad for one hour
gome summer evening, will be astonished at the
gkill and celerity with which the little apparently
glothfol creature ocaptures its anwary victims.
Very closs attention is necessary to see the opera-
tion, 0 quickly its long tongue is whipped out
after its prey.

CEILDREN'S GARDENS.

I wish every mother in the country knew the
great satisfaction to be derived from the little
plots.of land the children cultivate as their own
No matter how small, it has a peculiar charm,
. and its mixed and incongruous plantings often
yield astonishing results. No radishes so orisp
a8 those your little son will 1ay besido your plate,
the reward for his toil and care. No flowers so
beautifal as those your loving daughter brings in
pomo bright spring morning, nurtured and tended
by her own hands. The earliest hepatica of the
woods grows serenely in the shadow of a ¢ May
tres,” and wild violets flourish in Annie's gentle
oare. In our home each child has a plot of
ground and an apple tree, the fruit of which,
always fair and beautifol, is shared generously,
and the surplus sold for pocket money. Some-
times an early melon finds its way to our table
from, the garden of one of our industrious boys,
and is praised and appreciated as a reward for his
1sbour.

Little two-year-0ld has & garden too, and while
we try to teach him not to pull op the happy
fanily of flowers and vegetables that thrive there,
wo Qolight in his glad murmur as he roams like
a troe Bohemian in the summer sunshine, saying,
“My gardes, my ‘gardee,"‘ and taking » whole

potato from tho collar whero bis restloss feol often
wander he piants it just deep enongh for the hens
to piok out, and, nothing daunted, sows a handful
of peas over it. But as he grows older he will
loarn that this ig not the road to suococss, and try
to copy the oare and vigilance displayed by his
olders, Even **Baby Hope” has a little circle
filled with sweet wild flowors brought from the
woods this spring, **to bo ready when sho can
gather them,” the children say—and our eager
young botanists are over ready to search for a
new flower to transplant into * Hopo's garden.”
By such innocent pleasures is home meade happy
and beautiful—Ez. Cor.

INSECT REMEDIES.

As timely to the advent of the ingeot corps, we
presont the following remedies, most of which we
have tried and found efficacious:

For the striped cucumber bug, so destructive
to melon, squash and cucumber vines, light
sprinklings daily of fine soot from the fireplaco
and hand picking. The bug will be found seorated
under the olods, eto., near the vines in the day
time, and may be ocrushed between the fingers.
Fresh gas house lime scattered around the hills
helps to keep them off. It should not be put
upon the plants.

For the little flea beetle or cabbage and tobacco
plants use soot, as above, or fish brine sprinkled
over the plants. Also plaster and phosphate.

For the cabbage worm or larvm of the cabbage
butterfly, soot, cayenue pepper, copperas water,
salt, plaster, and incessant hand picking. Also s
ruthless war on the butterflies. This pest is feur-
fully on the incresse in our midst, and calls for
stringent preventive or exterminating measures.

For the Colorado beotle, another very trouble-
some insect, Liondon purple, Paris green, both
with caution and after every rain. Ceaseless
hand picking is often the best remedy.

For the squash bug, hand picking and orushing,

For the cut worm, lime, salt, thorough drain.
age, swine,

For the tobacco fly, cobalt, turkeys, hand pick-
ing, night fires. The latter might be made very
effective in cases of hurlful ineects that fiy at
night.—Rural Messenger.

SUNLIGHT AND FRAGRANCE.

Attention has recently been called to the
marvellous fragrance of the flowers and fruits
that grow in Siberia and the more northern
portions of the various countries of Europs.
The few fraits that grow there are also very
highly flavoured. The like is also true of the
flowers and fruits of the upper peninsula of
Miohigan. The finest strawberries found on this
continent are reised on the soathern shore of
Lake Superior. Thoey are of very large size and
have a very high flavour, and are so fragrant as
to render them desirable for the aroma they throw
off. Obsservation shows that continued sunlight
produces aroma and high flavour the same as g
high temperature produces the quality of sweet-
ness. In a highlatitude the days during summer
are very long, and it is at this season that the
flowers blossom and the fruits ripen. The
addition of two or three hours of sunshine has &
wonderful effect in producing flavour and fra-
grance. The quantity of essential oil that can bs
oxtracted from flowers grown in Swedoen is much
larger than can be obtained from the same kind
of flowors raised in the south of Europe.
Flowers raised in houses aro less fragrant than
those raised out of doors, as thoy got less light,
Jt is belisved in England thst tho electric light
may be made useful not only iun increasing the
growth of plants, but in adding to the fragrance

[

and flavour of fruits subjeoted to its influence.
Experiments already mado show that flowors
grown in houses lighted by eloctricity during the
night are muck more fragrant than those which
grow out of doors,

PREPARING FOR WINTER FLOWERS.

Those who have small greenhouses or oulli-
vated flowers in thoir windows, have set out their
geraniume and other quick-growing plants for
tho summer. Many make the mistake of teking
up those plants in autumn, after they have grown

all tho season in the open ground, and potting

them, to be replaced in the window or greenhouse
The result will always be ¢*long-legged,"” misshapen

plants, which, instead of blooming satisfactorily

during the winter, will take a long time to recover,
and never be worth as much as new plants from
outtings, Buch plants may be prepared for, this
month and noxt, and with very little trouble, Of
course those who have greenhounses with appli-
ances for propagating need no directions, but
many lovers of flowers have to content themselves
with such plants as may be grown in the windows
of the living rooms. These become aftached fo
their plants, and whon one is set out in the bed
they expeot it back again. When such a plant
goes out, consider it thrown away, for it may ag
well be, and set about replacing it. The follow-
ing method will give a few plonts with little
trouble. Take a common store box, sush asa
starch or soap-box, knook off both cover and bot-
tom, and if need be strongthen it with extra nails,
Tack over this & piece of cotton cloth and the
frame will be ready. Select a place where the
soil is light and sandy, or if the ground is sall stiff,
epade iL some sand or coal-dust to make it light
and open, and place the frame over it If
outtings of geraniums, cupheas, verbenas, or
othor such plants are pleced in the soil and
covered with the frame they will soon take root
sud form nice specimens, which, when they bagin
to grow, may be potted and be ready for winter.
If the frame is where it will bo shaded in the
middle of the day, all the better ; if not, it may
be tilted a little when the sun is very hot, to give
ventilation and prevent overheating.—dAmerioan
Agriculturist,

COMPOST FOR THE GARDEN.

Vegetables need a cool, loamy, moist soil, deaply
broken and thoroughly pulverized. All observant
Southern gardeners have noticed the beneficial
effects upon the soil produced by the very heavy
mulch used on Irish potatoes after it becomes
partially decomposed and incorporated with the
soil. It darkens its colour, thus increasing its
power of absorbing heat ; it improves the mechani-
cal condition of the soil, rendering it more pul-
verulent, and enabling it to better absorb and
retain moisture; it adds to the supply of plant
food in the soil whatever the substance used for
the mulch contains, and in a readily available
form.

Now, lot us learn a lesgon from this observation, ‘

and utilizo otherwisa wasted material in preparing
& most valuable vegetable compost for the garden.

Select some convenient point readily acoessible
from the garden aud house. Dig out & space ten
feet in diameter and two foet deep. iInto this pit
collect the weeds, grass, trash and scrapings of

the walks in the gardenm, sweepings of the yard, - '

scrapings from the fence corners, and occasionslly
sorapings about the horse and cow lols. When

any considerable quantity of green vegetable mat-

ter is thrown into the pit, sprinkle air-slacked Yime

over it and throw in & layer of earth. Empty ell -
slops Irom the house and kitchen ovar the heap. .
Throw the gohes and soapsuds, sweepings from - -




