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say morbid, intcrest that the case lias excited
throughout. The trial was conducted with great
abiiity and with the utmost fairnesi Its result was
cageriy looked for, and when it was ascertained that
the death penalty had been pronounced steps were
at once taken to secure if possible a commutation
of the st.ntence. AIl this tended to kcep alive a
certain degrec of interest in the fate of Reginald
Birchaîl. it may be added that what is known as
journalist.'c enterprise also helped to whet the appe-
tite of the oublic. Tht murderer of F. C. Benwel
bas obtaincd a degree of notoriety that bas Iithcrto
at least bccn exceptiotial.

It is3nlancholy beyond expression to think af
a yotîng man who under favourable circumstances
began what might have been an honourable and use-
fuI carecr coming at the early age of twenty-four to
an end so painfuliy tragic. There is nothing strik-
ingly novel in the cternal truths which by lurid con-
trast the gallows in Woodstock gaol.yard sa stcrnly
emphasizts. It was unlortunate for the boy when
bis father died that lie was deprived of home
with its good influences, saleguards and restraints.
At that critical period ini a lad's life when he reaches
the parting of the ways, it is af the utmost mmentt
that he choose aright. If lie is to make of his life
the best it is possible of becoming, then lhe must
wiil ta do tihe right and shun cvii. It will not do ta
be passive. Instinctivcly toorrmany choose the wrong
turn where the pathways tagood and cvii separate.
A. la:.y indifférence is almost certain ta iead on ta
the downward way. It was so in Birchall's case.
From that time onward hie went from bad ta worse.
Once more bis tragic fate git -s emphasis ta the dan-
gerofevil companionship. The jovial, good-naturcd,
careless, impulsive boy wili always find the admi-
ration and encouragement that is highly injurions
WVhen in bis twentieth year hie went as a nominal
student ta Oxford, hie naturaily tohc ta the recklcss
set wvbose chief abject is revolry and roysteritig. ile
was evidentiy obliviaus af any highi purpose in life,
and hie plungcd into wiid and rcprchensible extrava-
gance, which, had Yez possessed the mecans, was in
itself uttcriy foiisth. Not lbavîng the money ta
spend an the foiliic in which hc deligbted his course
was simpîy crimitial. The ane golden opportunîty of
bis lueé, that ai availing himseli af the advantages
that study at Oxford would afford, wat insanely
thrown away. H-is wild career at that vencrable
seat af learning wvas cut short by ignominiaus expul-
sion. From that time onward bis caurse tvas that af
a characterless, adverturous trickster.

.The sacrcdncss ai truth in itself essentially right
and indispensable ta uprigbt character was whoily
wanting in Birchaîl. Lying was ta himn a pastime in
whîch he gîoried. The habit remained wîth him,
and wben he realîzed the consequences aI the crime
for which bie suffered, he endeavoured, with a dogree
af clumsiness unlaoked for in the case af an expert,
ta evade condemnation by a series af falsehoods
that only r"-vealed the desperation ta whicbhe was
reduced. 14e was nlot hanged for lyîng, but if he
bad had that horror ai falsehood that beiangs ta
a maniy nature lie would flot have yielded ta the
temptations ta which lie se easily feli a prey. False-
hood and nobility ai nature are entireiy incompa-
tible.

One other lesson that cornes from the Wood-
stock scaffold is that it is dangeraus as it is degrad-
ing ta attempt ta live by one's wits. Aversion ta
honest and honourabl'c work ruins many lives The
scheme in which Birchall last engaged is frami the
nature af the case tIoroughly disreputable. The
farm pupil business is simply a fraud. Those fitted
for agr ;ultural work need no midd!lemen wbose onîy
abject s ta obtain money from their dupes. Young
Engli! imen or others who desire ta fllaw the accu-
patior. af farming in Canada have oniy ta engage
with a respectable farmer ta gain a useful, practical
experience, which the money needlessly paid ta sa-
called agents would help them ta turn ta account for
themselves. The Birchaîl episode has for the pres-
cnt at least compellecd the gentry wbo lived by the
pupiî-farming business ta withdraw and seek a live-
iihood by less discredited methods.

Now that the yotîng life, steeped in folly and
crime, bas been extinguished on the gallaws, Bir-
chall's doings will sink into the oblivion they merit.
For a time lie bas occupied a share af public atten-
tion that has been astanishing. His sad career bas
ended ignominiously and may its evii effects end
with it. _______

RELÎGIOUS DISSENT IN R USSI4.

TIa been stated that the Greek Church, the
eTb hed forrn ai religion inth usa

empire, bas become sacarrupt, salileless and for-
mal, that it bas almost cca3ed ta exercise a benefic-
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ial influence oî. the hearts and 'ives of the people.
It may be dcscribcd as more superstitîous than reli-
gious. lleing the established religion, and as dissent
is b.arely toleratcd it is needless to add that it is
Iargely employed as an adjunct of the State ma-
chincry, and at present it is used more than ever bcforc
as an instrument for crushing out if possible some of
the discontent %o rife throughout the Russian
empire. Evcry means is employed to retain the peo-
ple within the flid of the Greek Church, and evcry
dcvice resorted to to prevent those desirous of doing
so from leaving its fcld. Notwithstand ing the manv
advantageq on the side of the Greek Chu rch in
Russia and the manv obstacles in the way of dis-
sent, the latter has nevertheiess shown a meaqure of
vitality that is under the circumatances remarhable.
The largest body or Russian dissenters are the Stun-
dists, an app)ellation derived from the (Qerinan
Stunde, uscd in the sense 0f set times for the observ-
ance of worshîp.

The Russian Stundists do flot beiong to a com-
pact Church organization. They have no publicly
authorizcd crced or uniiorm mode of service. They
are, however, in thorough sympathy with evangel-
ical Christianity. Their antagonismn tô the Grcek
Church originatcd in the failure of that Church ta
meet their spiritual necds, and the growth within
it of superstitia»s observances. Al that the Greck
Church has in commar, with the Roman Catholic
Church, such as anricular confession, penanire, fasts,
prayers for the dead, prayers ta the Virgin Mary
and to angels and saints, images, relics, etc., they
earnestly protest against. They accept the Scrip.
turcs of the Old and New Testaments as the oniy
rule of faith and practice. Thcy believe that the
Scriptures arc inspired by the Holy Ghost and they
reject the Apocrypha. Thec prevailing mode of wor-
sbip among thein is simple in the extreme. Thcy
are averse to liturgical f'ormns. They retain the
ordinances of Haptisin and the Lord's Supper, but
in regard to the former they are divided in opinion
as to the proper subjects of the ordinance. A large
number foilow the view of the Baptists and maintain
that only adult baptismn should be '-bservcd, while
the others hold that ciidren ough, flot ta be
excluded from the sacrament. The Stt.1ndists have
no ministry iii the sense in which it is understood
among us. They have no class set apart specialiy
for the work. Thcy elect presbyters or eIders who
preside at the religious services and wbo take the
spiritual oversight of the community. These are set
apart by the laying on of hands. Russian Stundists
have no churches. They hold their meetings in
eacli cther's honses, and the services are simple yet
fervent. Wooden benches surround the room and
in the centre is a table on which are placed a copy
of the Scriptures and the hymns used in their wor-
ship. The presbyter tsually g.ves the address, but
remarks are sometimes made by those prescrit. In
the selection of presbyters it is stated to be their
abject to appoint " the most godly men they have.
versed in the Scriptures, able in speech, ai sound
views, leaders of men."

The great body of the Russian Stundists belong
ta the humbler class, mastly peasants, though
a number of skilled mechanics are f.sund in their
ranks. They are suspected of being cc.mmunistic in
their sympathies, which suspicion, however, sa far
as it has political significance, is flot supposed ta be
wcll founded. One of their leaders when examined
by the authorities regarding his beliel, declared
that "4it is forbidden to touch strong drink ; it is
forbidden to enrich ourselves at others' expense. We
are ta help ontr -nother-not ourselves." It is only
about tbirty years since the Stundist movement
originated among a German colony settled near
the river Bt,%îrg. It has spread extensively in the
south and west af European Russia, and its adher-
ents number over 100,000. Their profession of faith
bas evidently an elevating influence aver their lives.
They dress neatly and becomingly while discarding
ornisment and display. In contrast with the
orthodox Russian peasantry, they are cleanly in
their habits. It is the abject of ail to be able ta
read the Scriptures for themselves. They are pro-
gressive in their ideas, and are no longer content to
remain In the duli and degraded ways into which sa
many of the Russian peasants have fallen.

The Russian Govern ment, which af late bas been
assuming harsher forms of despotismn in Ohurch and
State, is now subjecting the dissenters from the
National Greek Church to greater disabilities titan
those under wbicb they were forrnerly placed. In
fact in some quarters these harmless peaple, from
whom much good is to be cxpected, are made
the victims of a relentiess persecution, a course
of procedure as foolish as it is cruel, for persecution
bas neyer yet been able ta repres a vital religiaus
force,
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Tuti LAI>IPrs' HaNtaIouiNAL. (Philadeiphia: The Cuttis

Publishing Co.>-This splendid omnhly has deservedly attaloed ta, a
phenomentl success. lis traders have presented ta thm in eauhtirssue
à gfeat vatneîy af valuable, instructive and entertaining matetual. lis
<ont is unexcepiional.

K'io\v;Lzt&ilr. New York -bohn Ade.)-This il a weehiy
magazine Ildevoted to supplying information sucli as one seeka in
his 1'cyclopeis,' and (ails ta ind there, becaute it is at up lia date.
' The world maves,' and the malt important questions that want
answering aie -if io.day, not af yesterday." li is putisbed sai a very
cheap *&ie.

Ilo»tNaws. (l'hiladelphia : John W&Anmaker)-This sselu I
magazine cornes every month and teIli youua1l aboutt he ne boouks,
gives Vou pictures #so s sofa them, always bias a bit ci poetry,
and a portrait af sorine writer ini whom yois are lnierested, and* ln
addition, short reviews of the mart canspicuama amoi be latest
publications.

TitI CANrADA EflUCATIONIAL MONTiILY. (Toronto : Canada
Educational Monthly l'ublisbing Co.)-The November susber mitro.
daces an lnteresting part ai Sir Daniel Wîlson's convocation addruss
Il il iallowed by thie irai instalmuent of a piper an IlArt in Litera.
ture," by A. IL. Mrison-an able and excellent critiess. Thest
aie several allie, conributio% etimwakc.l aî>lity a%% beariîg divecily
on souri important phasne of educational work.

THt PULI'IT. <luffâlo The Laketide l'ablithing Ca. -Amçog
ather matter il cantains sermomns by Rev. Dr. Taylor on IlThe Fîr-
tilizing Rive;" Rcy. G. J. Burcheit on 'Marnal Oblgatilos "
Diminished by Incorrect Views af Chr%,t ;" Rer. W. W. Statha.
an "IMutual Beneaictiun -,; Rev. Alexander McLaren on IlChiit's
Plane ai Lite: " Rev. Dr. liellaoa "I Guarling the Faith ; Il Rev.
lProf. Johinson an I'AIl'salm ai Exile ~ Rev. M. Br)kenshire on
"Signa and Their Slgnificance.»

Titi AitA. (Bston: Tht Arena Publishing Co.) -The A"«ws
for Novcmier truc ta ils putpose gives place inalis pages ta discus.
sions aif<'opular, scientiiic, social and relij~ous questions (roms vaginsl
standpomnts. There il a piper an " The Future af the Amerinan
I)tama," by the laie Dion l3oucicault. Dr. Cyrus BattaI wuites an
ISex in Mm. There la a vatiety ai contibutions on soctal and

religiaus and literary sutjecis. and a symposium on "lDestitution Io
Boston," ta which Edward Everett liale, Rabbi Scbindler, Rev. 0.
P. Gifford and ,acv. W. D. Illis contrilbute.

KNOX COLLILGR MONTI4LV. <Toanto : D. T. NMeAinh.)-
The apening pâper. carelully wi'ten and full ai accurate scentlfic
information, il by Prof. J. F. ll>ye.s l'antan, M.A., F.G.S., on
"lThe Yellowstone Park. ' The !Zcv. D. M. Ramsay, B.D., dis.
cusses Il Veisi' Theory ai the Gî)spels." Dr. Thompson, aiSanhs,
coatribotes an able paper on «'The Miracles ai aur Lord." based on
Prafessor Laidlaw'a recent wosk. Oiher papers are "lMen for Froirs
ieu Seslice," by r. Robertson, isionaty aupeatinenderît ln the
North-West ; IlLonRiellow's Sharter Paems," by Jmsie Camemo
and "John Hlenry Newman as a WVier."

"'il OU> A.4u N:w Tts*TAmKNti STuDaNT,-. (llartfcd,
Con.: The Studeot Publisbing C.)-The promnineni papers in the
Navember number art: Zephi'uiah," by Professx> Terry, D. D.
" A Plan for the Sîody aifithe Book af Acts," by Ptofesor G. B.
Stevens, D. D.; IlThe Prophecv ConcerninZ Immamuel," by Pro-
(essor E. L. Curtis; Il Exposiioty Preaching,'" by Pgofesior Fiank-
lin W. Fille. D.D. ; "lConteniment and Fellowsbip: or. l'amis
Teaching Regard înR Property,"' by Rev. Edward T. Root. "'The
Lite and Tintes ai Christ "hI continocd. and tbert la a symposium
"lOn Some Great Bible Questions, Especially Inspiration," itu which
a number ai prominent divines contribute.

Tisa E~NLISî ILtUSTIIATRI) MAOAZINI. (New Yok:- Mac-
Millan & Co.)-The N.,vember number afibtis popular magazine la
very attractive. The pavers are intetesting mtd the illustrations re
numerous and finey flnished. The apeainq paper by 1 aile
il on "lWinchester College. " Mns. jeune conir;bates 14Cbihdren'a
Happy eveniags." "lA Holiday ia Southi AfiEa" by Mr. Kelly
afrards scopt for excellent descriptive wrltinir. Proiessair PeMc F.
Frankln wiies learnedly and interestingly an 4'Microscopic Labour-
crs and Hlaw They S.-rve Us." "lA Royal Surgical Nurse," a short
stary IlSonia," and F. Marion Crawfard's aew serial IlThe Witcb
ai Pragut " are interesting features of the number.

Tuti PRELSHYTERIAN COLLEtGKJOURNtAL. <Mntreal.)-The fiut
numb:s: ni the t ne loume of ibis fine azademic Mouffly il fuily-op
ta tht best oailis predecessors. Tht opening paper s a sermon by
tht Rev. Dr. Watson, afi Huntingdon, on " «Tht Gospel Fret and
Effectual."' Tht symposium on IlTht Westminster Coalession "
has Principal Macicar (or sole contributor, but then hei l a hast ini
himseîf. Praf. Scîlînger, durmeg bis recetlEntupean pilgemage,
picked up "la genuine papal bull iuued fron the Charcli of Santa
Maria Maggiore at Rome, by Clement XIII., in tht third year of
hls pontificate, A.D. 176 Il" ai whichbch inteuestingly writes. Mr.
Frew details bis lournel IlTo British ColumVta." Asother ver y
attractive paper ln ibis aumber il Prof. Campbtll's thoughuin!
inaugural lecture on "Thrt Personal Revelatian."l

Tuit MISSIOiAity RvEW 0F TH£i WORLD. (New York:
Funk & Wagaalls ; Toronto : William Brhgs.)-The number (or
November aptas with a atrong article by Seuretary Dr. Ellinwood an
tht IlDuty ai Christedsa.ta the Jtws." Dr. A. T. Piersan iallaws
witb a powerful paper on "lTht Wondertul Stary af Madagascar."'
Dr. Parzer, of Washingtan, shows that God allots tht mbeitanees of
nations. Tht article on the Congo missions by Mr. Laffin and Misa
Clark la lresh, reliable and foul. Tht shorter papers are full ai inter-
est, and! tht translations from (oreigt misaonary magazines highly
instructive. Tht Intelligence and Correspondence Departments art
full ai gaadrmaling. Dr. George F. Herrick gives a graphie papier
ln tht International Section on IlThe Turkish Empire." Dr. Ellin.
waod treats afBiBrzl and South Amneuicansi missions ln the Manthly
Concert with a thotougli knowltdge of the aubjeci. Anomal reports
ai marte than a daxen missionarysacieties, and a m mthly bullein
of latesi news irans the enlire mission field, rounds out a nomber thai
cannai fait to inttrest, imlorm and inspire tht fiends ai misions
ever1wheste.


