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SOdIEF EXPECTA TIONS NVOT REALIZED

IN AU?6.

BY KNOXONIAN.

This year n'ill dle next Frlday night. WVhen is
closing bours come a goodiy aumber of people ivili
finI tîtat soe of tbc things they expecteil at the
begianing cf tia year, te occur during the year, bave
flot occurreil. Their axpectatiens bave not been
realizeil.

Marc is a good man wbe expecteil ta inake seme
money during i 886. Wlien lia strack a balance tbe
other day lie touail that he bail harcy bell bis en'n.
The expecteil ddition vias not made to bis little piûe.
Me fecis bail. Brother, don't worry because ycu id
net add aaytbing to your littie pile. Thousands of
gocil men in thuis country bave ne pile, little or big, te
-add aaything te. Soe cf these people arc almost
as geod Christians as you are. Pessibly, indccl,
semne cf tbem Pa*e hetter. There are a great many
good peuple aven in this money.making country n'be
bave ne pile. If a man bas a comfortable hoe, anil
plenty toecat andl near, ha is doing fairiy well. He
shoulil be thankful for a gocil overcoat this n'eather,
aven if it bas not twenty dollars' worth cf fur on it.
So let the nian n'ho has barely bell bis ewn tbis year
stop compiaining, dry up the tears, andl nind up the
year's transactionis in a grateful mbol. Perhaps ha
expecteil tee much. Pessibly be get quite as mucb
as be deserveil te get.

Here is a brotber wvbe expccted that this year
would bring him, a cal!. For saverai reasons, quite
satistactory te lîimself, ha n'ishes a change. No cal! bas
comneduring tbe year. The brother is disappcinted,
perhaps alittle sourail. Brotherdoa't tee! se blue.
It may bo q1îite truc, as you say, that yeu were kept
out cf a good congregatien by the ignoble tricks cf
ecclasiastical n'ire-pullers. It may ba quite truc tbat
some in wbine sanctimeaieusly about partyism in
polities, and at the sanie time do dirty tricks in the
Churcb tlîat any politiciani of» average cleanliness
wculd be ashameil of; but these sebemes ara soon
founil eut, .anil always comae, sooner or later, ta an ig-
jioble cal. It may hc quite truc, brother, tbat ministers
occupy prominent places wbose abilities are net equal
te yaurs. That n'ill always happen la a Cburcb in
which ministars are called, andl calis are toe otten
41fixaI." Mliaisters can neyer be placeil accerihg ta
their merits in a Presbyteriaa Church as they are la
the Methodist Churches. But neyer mind, brother..
Perbaps if you bail get a cal] your position woul not
ba mucb bettar than it is. Perbaps a better cal! than
the one yeu axpect may seon comne. Se cheer up
andl begin the year witb a capital sermn r.ext Sab-
bath. Throw yourself inte your work Preach better
and visit better andl study hetter aext year than you
have ever donc before ; andl if you really necil a aew
flald, it wilI ho pretty sure te come. The hast n'ay to
get a better coagregatioli is te ba conspicueusly usetul
ini the oe you bave.

Mare is anether brother wbo is a littla depressail
because bis congregatioli bas not done se, well duriag
1886 as ha expecteil. The membarsbip bas net growna
se fast as ha thinks it shoulil bave growni. On the
first day cf the Vear lie expecteil that certain parsens
whe semeil interested, perbaps anxîous, wvouid ba in
ful! communion bafora the close cf the year. They
have never movail. Perbaps thair casas do net saem
se bopeftil now as they jid a year ago. Their pastor
is disappointeil, deprcssed. Mis most cherishail ex-
pectatiens have flot been realizcd. Brother, ilid you
do your best? If you did, werryiag will not mend
trattart. Paul was net always successful. The pee.
pie were flot ail cenvertcd aven by the preachiag of
your Master. If you have dont your best, leave the
resultilahanls streager than yours. WVorryia-g unfits
you for duty, andl doas ne go te the people yeu
worry about. Begin tha New Yaar cbeerily, hopetully,
prayerfully, and the cal of 1887 may scC' better
rasults.

Andl hare is a cengregation disappeinted with their
naw pastor. They expected a great dca! from the
ne%-. nman, but thair axpectatiens have not been rea-
lizaI. Quite likcly tbey axpecteil fair tee mucb.
Naarly evMT cengregatien dots. If they expectel
the rien minister te de impossible tbings, and an, dis.
;lppointý b.çaqsc ha 4id pot dg imposýiblç ýhin&sj

tbey are te bic piticil;, that la te Say, tbay airc to be
pitied becatisa tlîey bave ne commea sense. Pecople
without sense arc alnays ehjects of pity. WVhethcr
people aire te ha pitied aven whca a nen' minister
docs not do possible anil reasonabla things de-
pends entirely on ben' they got hlmi. If tn'e or thrcc
mca i l e cengregatîca arrangel the cal! n'itl tn'c
or three mea outside-prohably n'ire-puiliag ministers
-and the people allowel thcmiselves to bhbnldei
oer like se înany shecp, thîey deserve to bc disap-
pointaI. May the lisaippointinant teacli theni self.
respîect andl sevarai other things that men sîmoulil
lcarn, Nwbe are privilegel n'ith self-government in
ecciesiastical affairs. If fair and rcasonahic expecta.
tiens arc not realizeil in the case of a aeîv paster
fairly cal!ed by the people, pcrhaps the best plan is
te bclp hlm for a tima, andl give hlm a good chance.
Syînpathy, help anil prayer may make bimn a first-
class man hy the cadetf next yaar. Try this plan.

And lite is a lonely fellon' 'be tiiouglit that dur-
ing s886 ha would ba able te make domcstic arrange.
mnents that .vould lessen bis lonchiaess. He IiIn't.
She bas net seen proper te tell this contrihuter thue
reason wby, andl theretere hc is not able to tel! otliers.
Cheer up, yeung mnan, andl you may have better luck
next year. Try again. Try otten. Kcep on trying.
By the endl of 1887 ycur expectations may ha realizeil.

There is a remote possibility tlîat somcevhere in
Canada there maybc a young wvonan wvho aise thouglit
that the cal of 1886 migbt sec ber la a domestîc
establishment cf bar owa. Ne comments. WVe lare
net enter upon a question cf that kinil furtber than
te say : IlMay ber expectations ha realizeil carly in
1887, andl may the tee ha a gcod cre."

WVc sec a body et sta!n'art mea, nincty strong,
respectahle-Iooking men for tho most part, but somie-
iabat haggard and deprcssed. Most ofthien are
bîourse. Tbey are jadeil, andl de not n'ish te say
much. They are net se tond cf tha people as they
w.%ere a tew lays ago. Thcy de not admire represen.
tative institutior s aow as mucb as thcy once did.
Gentlemen, you expecteil te become mambers cf
Parliameat last Tucslay, but your expactatiens nere
net realizel. You tbougbt you ought te ho alecteil,
but the majority of the clectors thougbt diflcrently.
It was just a simple difference et opinion, ycu knowv.
The rea! cause et your trouble is that yen bail not
anougb cf votes te, seal you te Parliament. X'nu are
electel te stay at home. Well, ha tbanktul you have
a heme to stay ln. Many a good man hasn't. Dran'
consolation from tho source that ministers semetimes
Iran' when tbay don't get a cail-assume that the peo-
ple arc net sufficicntly elucatail ta aippreciate your
ahility.

Compliments of the season ta ail rzudèrs, andl
Manly happy returns.

A LETTER FROMf FA THER CHINIQUEY.

',%R. EDITOR,-Tbe last six months ot my vne
listic werk from the shores ot Lake Huron te the
nortb.east extreinities et Cape Breton, in the M,%ari-
time Provinces cf Canada, arc ameng the most
blesseil days et my long lite. To bave heen eîîabled
te give 138 public adîresses diriag those six months,
witbout feeling any fatigue, n'itb my scvcnty-scven
years and tour months et age, is surcly a remarkablc
thing, for wvbich I cannet sufficiently tbank Gol.
But wbat makes me hlass'the Lord more than any-
thing aise is that 1 have founil almost eve:rywliere in
the 130 places 1 bave visited a most rcmarkable cur-
rent wbicb is taking the poor slaves of the Pope,
almest la spita cf theniseives, ten'ard the regions cf
Gospel ligbt and *trutb. Net less than 300 cf theni
have came te shake banîs with me, and te ask une ta
belp theni bless Geld for their baving taunil the trutb,
andl givea up the errors cf Renie, cither la the previeus
menth, or la tha vcry haurs of my allressing theni.

I woulî write a niost interesting volume, wec I te
give the bistu.ry cf many et tiiose conversions; but, la
crIer te ha briaf, 1 will speak cf only oaa of txeni.
Last year it was my privilege te address the iatcrcst-
ing congragation cf aur emligrated converts la the
city ot Fa!! River, Mass. I n'as inviteI timere by
their zealous paster, the Rcv. M. Cote, n'be is non'
tha superiateadent of ail the French-Canadian Mis-
siens ot New Englanil. Wbca there, my nierciful
Geil grantel me the faveur et persuading ene of aur
Mocst ancleat and respectable Frcach-Canadian fami-
llts te give up dia errers ot Rame, andl follcw the
Gospel, They bail a frtnily of tbree Ions p.aI, tbrc
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daughtcrs, ail niiuricd, andl surroundeil by Marly
childrcn. But soon lifter thecir conversion they came
to tell me 1mw% they lînil been insulteil by somc of
ilheir ewn childreîî, on account of their change of re-
liglous views. I consolcil tbem in tha bcst way r
could, asking thecn ta pray day andl nighit, that they
wvould also sec the light, andi give up their errors.

This ycar, when coming bick trom thc Maritime
Provinces, 1 n'as invitcd by the Rcv. MIr. J. Allnrd,
who biai tnken the place of Mr. Coté!, ta visit again
our dear cxiled convcrts of Fnl River ; and, te my
unspeakable joy, 1 'vas told that nearly ai their chl.
dren andl grandchildren hall acccpted the Gospel.

Sonic of thosc conversions have such a chnracter cf
thc apostolic days that I consider it niy duty to
give you smie details about them. One cf the sons,
referreil te at the bcginning cf this letter, n'as prctty
n'cll educated, and nmnre than the rest atticheil te the
Clîurch cf Reine, andl indignant against his parents for
bccoming Protestants. He forbade his childrcn te
traquent the I>rotestant Snlbbath schools. Blut *this
ili not prevent grandmnotber tram giving th,ý Gospel
Book te lus pet son, John, about thirteen years od,
and more thian once the boy could not rcsist the win-
nîng manners andl zeal cf Mr. Coté andl Mr. Allard,
n'hen tbey inviteil him te go te their Sabbath school.
But John bil to conceal bis precicus Gospel Dock ; be
coulil net rendl it except n'hen alone andl far frorn bis
fhther's eyes. This wvcnt on prctty well for some
time, but on an cvil or rallier a blesseil evening bis
fatbcr, suspecting what was going on, squarely said te
bis boy. "Jobn, 1 am tolil that you have a Protes-
tant Gospel Bock, andl that yeu reand it 1 Is it se V
The boy answcrcd bravely : <1 Ycs, father, I hrve the
Gospel cf jesus Christ, andl 1 rendl it every day.»3
Trernblîng ivitb %vratb, the father takes a wbip and
strikes the detcncoless boy 'iihout mercy, tffl he is
bruised from heail to foot. Me stops only when be
is tireci, andl ashameil of biis own cruelty. ~

During this terrible flagellation the martyrl boy
does not say a word of complaint ; but tn'c streams
cf tcars roil on bis blancheil checks. When the tor-
turc is over, lic raises bis head, turns bis face te bis
tather, and says, with bis pale and trcmibiing lip;s:
" Father, you have just mercilcssiy bcaten me, and
bruiseil îy body ; but, thanks be to Goil, you have
net changeil ny mind. Tbese last fev months I
tlîought that your religion cf Ronie n'as n'rong, andl my
Gospel riglît, andl 1 believe it non' stili more flrmply,
Surcly a religion n'bich causes my dear fatber to heat
me, bis own son, so cruelly for baving rendl tia Gospel
of jesus Christ cannot bc the religion of Jesus Christ.
Dear papa, you bave beaten me to. day to your beart's
content, because 1 rend the Gospel cf Jesus Christ.
But 1 will net always be a littie boy. In a fen' years
more I wiil bc a man! Then, neitber you nor any-
body elsz will dare to bient me for that Gospel, wvhicb
1 will keep andl read te the endl cf rny life 1'"

These words tel! upon tbe father as thuûderboîts;
unable te answer a single word, he withdrew te bis
private room, where'his wite n'as hatliei in tears.

0f course the next niglît 'as a1 sicePlcss One for
the beartbroken parents, andl its l'ours must have
beea long andl dark. Mowver, ibere ivere lights,
strange, mysterious, beautitul, divine lights around
icîr souls during that night. The marvellous, brave

andl nise n'crds of their lear John werc singing in
their cars as if coming trom the golden harps of tbe
martyrs hO surromîDd the thrOne of the Lamb in
Heaven.

The dawn cf ttîe next day n'as not yet come,ýwhen
the father, wbo is a very intelligent andl respectable
man, said te bis wife: I must confess te you that I
e-xcecdingly regret baving se cruelly beate;i our dear
boy. Mis brave andl s0 wisc n'ords bave made a
very strange impression on me. Mis courage andl
visdom are above the courage anil visdomn cf such a
youi.g boy. Wlihe diil he get such a marvellous
etrength ot character? Evidently in bis Gospel. That
'~i st be a1 marvellous book; I must reail h.

Andl the ncxt day n'as spent in realing the Bock of
Lite anilLight. Every line came ta hlm as the waters
w'hiclh floiv tram thc founitain cf eternal lite ; be draak
them, andl tlîey quenclîil h]is thirs-. J7hcy revealeil
tO him the gift 0t Gel ; hie acccpted it, and lie felt
rch and happy in its Possession. They led him te
Jçsus, tbe Lamîb cf Gol, wvho cicanseil lis seul with
Fis bleod.

Full cf joy, bc ent te bis brothers anil Sisters and
h.S ;Uany frýend4 tq tell thcr.P 1F4ma Andrew baçi salI,


