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f$UR IONToRIBUTrORIO
A FRENCH ANTI-CL ERICAL CONGRES.'

A clerical congress at this time of the year is no-
thing uncommon in Britain and Canada, but such a
thing as an anti-clerical congress will sound strange
In the ears of Canadians. Of recent years, however,
such meetings are common enough in Paris, and must
have a raison d'etre. One of these congresses closed
its ses:àons here a few days ago, and I purpose to give
in this letter some account of its doings, for the bene-
fit of the readers of THE PRESBYTERiAN. The ful
name of the Society is "lThe Democratic Union of
the Anti-Clerical Propaganda," which has for its chief
object the abrogation of the Concordat-the name of
the compact by which Napoleon, in l8o2, connected
the Church with the State-and the suppression of
the "lBudget descultes," or annual sum paid for the
maintenance of the clergy, which armounts ta some
ten million of dollars. But in addition to these pri-
mary objects, this meeting discusses annually many
other subjects, such as the organization of lay fes
and ceremonies ; the burial rites to be observed in the
case of those who refuse to pass through the Church
to.1the grave ; liberty of meeting-should it be absolute
or confined to the laity ; and the questions of marriage
and divorce. For the consideration of these and
cognate topics there are committees, which, after
deliberation in private, report to the open meeting for
discussion and final decision. At the head of this
congress is a distinguished senator-Victor Schoel-
cher, the emancipator of the negroes in the French
colonies, and who is both wealthy and philanthropic.
In his absence, the president's chair is generally oc-
cupicd by a Miss Desraimes, who is said to be very
rich, and who is certainly very strict in keeping order,
as she riscs on the slightest appearance of dissent
from a speaker's sentiments, and insisis on perfect
silence. If the president in the Chamber of Deputies
had even a share of the power to enforce order that
she exercises over ber audience, the House of Repre..
sentatives would not be the bear-garden it usually is.
Amongst the prominent naines which figure on the
committees of this congress, are those of M. Paul
Bert and Allain-Targté, botb Ministers in the late
Gambetta Cabinet, and sucb well-known politicians as
Messrs. Locroy, Naquet, Revillon, Barodet, etc., ail
members of the Extreme Left. There is also what is
called a Committee of Honour, having as its presi-
dents Victor Hugo, Garibaldi, and Louis Blanc; but
these names are for ornament rather than practical
use, as none of them ever attend, although tbey are
doubtless in sympatby with the objects aimed at by
the congress.

The members of the congress are a mixture of all
classes of society, and as regards belief, range tbrough
Î11 degrees froma Free Thinkers to Atbeists, including
Positivists, Agnostics, Materialists, etc. The Free
Thought groups amount to some eighty in number,
with about 250 persons in each group, thougi I have
seen it stated that there are several millions of such in
France. 0f course those who avow themselves
Atbeists are more imited in number, but these are the
Most positive of all in their beliefs, or rather want of
belief, and the most despatic in their rule over con-
sciences. Tbey have an organ, the "«Anti-Clerical,le
and a library containing such books as are regarded
safe reading for their clubs, with catechismg af Free
Thought, illustrated with caricatures of Scripture
subjects, and priests in most equivocal attitudes and
positions. Indeedi for that matter, mucb of the liter-
ature of Paris, recently, adniiirably serves the purpose
of these gentlemen. The illustrated papers displayed
on the fashionable boulevards, and in the shop win-
dows on the outer boulevards, are simply disgusting-
the greater number of the illustrations consisting of
nude femnale figures and priests standing in the crimi-
nal's dock, with young children giving evidence

crs and scholars, from wbich ail the miraculous facts
of tbe Scriptures are excluded. At no previaus
pcriod, perhaps, bas licentiaus literature aif ail kinds
been exhibited in Paris mare openly and more boldly.
Formerly works af this kind were sald secretly, but
naw there'is no attempt at cancealment. Everywhere,
in open day, sheets containing tbe first pages of some
filthy novel are tbrust inta your bands, and young
lads, or even girls>,niay be induced ta read and im-
bibe the poison whicb is fitted ta develop sensual ap-
petites, and even brutal instincts. In this way the
people are reading in a single day more noxious liter-
ature than formerly in many years. "lOur age," says
a Frencb journal, Ilseeks no langer its inspirations in
the source of Christianity, but bolds religion sus-
pected. Among the bumbler classes, it is supposed
ta be an instrument of tyranny. In the middle
classes we sec intoxication, not witb alcohol, but with
modern discoveries and inventions ; nothing is be-
lieved in or sought beyond visible tbings. Notbing
is thirsted for but eartbly enjoyment, while Christian
marais are supposed ta be at most wortby only of as-
cetics and conventual lieé. The higher classes are
tcrrified by tbe progress of the democracy, and doubt
that Christianity can ever stop its expansion. Hence
the almost universal witbdrawal from creeds and
Christian doctrines.»

At last year's meeting of the Anti.Clerical Congress
it was proposed to combat Chrîstianity by "civil cere-
manies,» such as civil marriage, civil burial, civil
baptism, civil communion, etc., and sbortly after the
papers contained accounts of a civil baptism by
Henri Rochefort, a notorious Atheist, the Editor of
the "lIntransigeant,» whicb bas a very large circula-
tion thraughout the tawns of France. He made a
speech on the occasion, in which he said that if the
priests gave the poison, Free Thinkers must give the
antidote, and inculcate Atbeism as early as Catholi-
cism teaches its "lfoUlies.» A citizen decked witb
scarlet favours in every button-hole then asked the
sacramental questions of tbe Il Godfathcrs and God-
mothers," wbose response was " Yes-Vive la Repub-
lique !» Eacb infant was then placed in Rocbefort's
arins, who kissed it on the farebead, and it was
declared ta have been civilly baptised.

One singular feature of these anti-clerical meetings
is the fanaticisma and exclusiveness wbich prevail.
Wbile denouncing the despotism of the priests, the
speakers exhibit ail the intolerance of inquisitors. M.
Hirscb, the young Protestant evangelist referred ta
in some of my previaus letters, had the courage ta at-
tend these meetings, bath last year and this, and
dared ta cantrovcrt tbe doctrines enunciated ; but be
was received with a general bowl from ail parts ai the
roam, and with sucb exclamations as "lWe advocate
liberty, but no anc bas a right ta the liberty of error ;"
or, IlYou invoke liberty of conscience, but we cannot
have the liberty of folly ;» "Ail religions are supersti-
tious, and abuse public credulity ; tbey are a lie,"
and so on.

The National Congress, as it was called, was closed
by a great reunion at the Cirquq Fernando on Sun-
day, wben resolutions were passed inviting the Senate
and Chamber of Deputies ta take immediate steps for
the abrogation of the Concordat ; tbe total, unreserved
and immediate suppression of the "Budget descultes ;»
the restaration ta the nation of the propcrty of the
cangregatians and of the clergy, as well as the build-
ings and other ecclesiastical establishments, Refer-
ring ta a statement by anc of the speakers, that the
peasants are still attached to the connection between
the Churcb and the State, and that the total suppression
of the payment of the clergy would tend ta provoke
dissatisfaction with the Rcpublic, and perhaps bring
about a recurrence of tbe events of 1849, Miss
Desraimes insisted that this was a mistake-that no
hostility necd be feared on the part of the habitans in
the country-that the peasants are profaundly sccp.
tical, and that as soon as Uic cures had lost the pres-

people have regarding God, and makes one 00
to ascertain the circumstances out of which tI$w
unhelief and Atheism have arisen. It is surelY i"'

possible that religion could have fallen into
odium as is here manifested, unless there had b
grave shortcomings either in the teachers of religi1
as a class, or in the political sympathies avo'W b
them, or in bath. " We find it impossible ta beic''
says a writer, cornmenting on this subject, f b

Paganism could be passionately preferred ta to
tianity by a large proportion of the people of a g9w

race and great country, if the teachers of ChriSti5oiti
had flot mistaught and travestied it, and disfiguredit
by habitual association witb miscbievous allies. r

the practical man, it is but certain that the evil poP0'ýf
odour in which Cbristianity appears to be in FaC
must be more or less due to the evil odour ai the 
timents, words and actions of a great number Of O
called Christians. If France bas really rev'ge
against Christ, it must be because Christ bas bo
more or Iess generally belied by those wbo have fil
thought. and spoken and lived in His namne.»I
is n'o doubt quite true, but there is somethiflg 0
wanting to explain the irreligiaus phenomena at r
sent visible in the words and works of menibf O

anti-clerical congresses in France. The passiooo
earnestness with which the author of the f a-
of Free Thougbt» tries ta impress the truth ofai is
bolical doctrines upon the mind of the reader for
awn good, is something impossible ta underst8flôo
any reasonable principles, and sometbing quitO
ferent from the propagandist spirit manifested w

advocates of Atbeism in Italy, Spain, or Cf0>IO-
or indeed in any other country that I know oD.
hesitates at no statement, however monstraus9b,

ever false, by wbich he can bring the clergy io1o

odium, and along with them religion itselfy ndt

very Scriptures of truth. Asthe writer alreadY qot
more than hints, French Atheists appear ta recO1
witb a sort of wild despair the extraordinalY
farce af wbich Christianity disposes, and regardt
a persanal rival with which they have ta fight e
inch of ground, and which they must conquer bygo

means at their disposaI, fair or foui.
After ail, it is, perhaps, but naturat that a f1l

religion which gives its approbation ta a pilglU t t
in honour of a sacred tear of Jesus once e
Allouagne (Pas de Calais) by Godfrey dc B,0100>
from jerusalem, in thc twelftb century-which ;Co
devotees ta Lourdes and the Casa Santa of L o
should be assailed by the scandalous blasphemJO

those who are hostile ta religion of every desc ido
Let us hope that the party-less obtrusive Oa,10.

noisy-which fil! the gap between pilgrims and pýýW
may yet be able ta save France from the 5SUd.

which must otherwise befalber. Let Christ bOg
up as a crucified but risen Saviaur, and men I vll.
be drawn ta Him out of their Atheism, Mater.
Feticbism, and immorality.

Paris, l2th APri?, r882.

0OUR SA BBA TH SCHO OL WORI<*

EV WALTER N. HOSSIH, BRANTFORD, ONT. sbi

The following bas been submitted ta the Saof tbo
School Committee of the General Assernb'Y tsor~
Presbyterian Church in Canada, with a'vie<
viding a systemn for the better organizatiofl9
ment, and extension of the Sabbatb schooî
throughout this extensive Dominion. The 1
terian Church in the United States bas M1,09
provision for the proper equipment of the
school, and so bas the Methodist Cburch in 90C'10
and bas also laid dowvn a code of rules and 00001

tion ta bring ail inta methodical line. Mafly1W#
think it quite time that aur Chur-Ch taak aetP
yond the theoretical cornmittee work,,althOugbf »w
past two years much practical bard work hoS J< g1
done by the conveners, and a few menibe.r,

Commttee in roviingcoures o stu j ige,
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