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4Z5ASTOR AND *EOPLE.
7*11Ê fl1VLk AXASIVER 7T lf(;RREA

"Now, look herc; 1 an dc'îng zny bu.t a.% a son, as
a brother, as a student ; 1Arn daîng my duty ; ask
any who know me; and 1 watit te do iin a stili
btter way. WVhat mnro do you w3t P *

It is eay te fancy a ynuing man in collcge put*ng
tbis question., allier prayer.-meeting, te a companion
wh.> bas nI ade a profession," and is îrying te 1'deal
witit hlm soutside friend. 1htlu îhe aid historac ques.
dion, IlWMat lack I yet ?*

To get an answer tn thîi question itl k Mie te gn te
Reason. WV du fnot pretend tbat Cbristlans have a
monapoly of reason, nor dcny tbo gîft te millions et
carly pacans or modern heathen. Buat Reasan did
flot unfold to îhern any way of lifo that is saisfactt f
go us-oven tçb our inquîring student. He smiles at
ancient superstitiane, îlîougli cmbalrncd in classic
petry, and rit modern fcîlcbism, though nlot wlîhout
Its interest and lts roanarce. 'IThe world by wisdomi
knew not Gadn

Nor will i avail te hstcn te the gospel of Nature,
bowcver cloqucntly it may bc uttcrcd in aur cars.
Ho1w prettily il cari bc described, in the.%miling spring,
in (li aughing summer, in thie nclow autuni, in the
sullcn wintcr, wlipercd in tie breeze, writtcn an the
ground as it brought forth pieaaîfully, shoutcd in tic
temocit. But, any dear frieaid, nn-rcd, white and
black-havo lîad al ibis for sixty centurie%, and what
did tbey leama (rom 1, in India, Japan, China, Dur.
malt, Central Airica? Wh), cxplain t as you wai,
wbcra Nature's vice -and aspett -ire the swetcet and
lier gospelk ite plainest, men know the Icast about
the very îling we nccd. The miubt thîey ha,4c lcarncd,
even in te best of limes, bas bccn Ilthe cternal power
and Gadhead "-cnough tu anake thîem %itahout cix-u5c.
Yct st docs flot follow (rom tha!, tuai Rcasur. àes agnurcd
or diâtbonoured by the altern.aaivewC ptupuàc. Tu
Reason, cvidenccs make their appcal. 1'I speak as ta
wisc menj judge ye what 1 say." Reason can ap-
pNuvc, reccieav, appreciate whaî he -uuld nut have
discovereci; just as yoîa and i valise the telescope,
lelegraph, teiephione and otbcr fine arrangements,
though, alas I we did not produce thean.

Nom ira Nature beliiîlcd by denying her the power
ta rcvcai memcy anad moral tiuth thit iili quiet con-
science and savc life. Wboever saw the great engine
in the Philadoîphia Exhibition knows somcîhing aoflte
maker's mechanical talent. But le find out whther
ho ls a just, affectionate, pure man, ane must go to
othor sources of im4frmationm Nature docs ber own
work. Let us not expect more fram ber.

Then what romains? Revltion-wbicli you and
1 accept, 50 Iliat ane neCci net here discuss evidences.
It beginî whcrc Nature stops, and lakos Reason as jîs
pupil. It dcclares two sets of truts-ane as te you
nnd me ; one as te God. Lct themr bc dwelt an a
manment.

The first is, that ive are nlot what we augbt ta bc, as
befome Cod. NVe condinin ourselves, do wc not?
Wby? WVe did wrong. Wh'at made the wrong, as
distinct rom rigiî? Until you set up a daim for an
absolutely perfect lueé, for no part of which you ever
blanied yourself-and 1 do nlot deeni you such a fool
-we may as wcJI coutit and cail you a transgressor,
a sinner. And the tendency, 'vhatever il is, thut
made you sin once wili do il a.gain, marc and more,
the longer thceivorse. We shal flot dispute as ta
wbetber tbat tendency is te be called prid e, or self-
wiil, or corruption, or an cvii hicart ;rior is it vital ta
our question ta know how inuta of it is in Yeu. Yeu
have hecard badly if yoaa do flot rernember a hundred
statements an Revelatiun La> ang sin and guit on each
of us. It is of fia accaunt that A, Il, C, and D) have
theories that explain or modiiy or dcny this tact.
Moen, as a whole, have adntted it an a bundred wys.
Wiî'tness their aitars, priesîs and sacrifices.

The second thing revclat ion sets forth s, that there
is pitying love in Cod. Rec.ill )ourt exts again. That
love is made aut ta bc prier la our menrt, "Ilfrom, ever-
lasing>" frc, strong personai and hoiy. XI docs no
wrong. A man who opens a prison because hc is fond
cf a bhief confined therein, docs wrung. lTe strongth
of bis lave h ne defence for disrebgard of thers' nghts.
So ibis lavwe of God çomes te us an a way that respects
ail intxIts, as «e mght expeet in a~n ali-secing, àWl
kxtowng God. Her-to lake a rude illustrtion-

is à dity with a hundmed thousanti people ln neet cf a
.upply cf watcr. And. yonder, sleepng among lte
ii1ii-t, a% a scR, clear lake, whose spnngs kcep it ever
full. But Iîaw ta go: at t1: might conccavabiy corne
in a flood, and lhîkc lie rivera. by saine Europcan
chties lâtly, down te people. Or a canai might bc
cul tO let aI flow, andi catch ail tmpuritics as it came.
But, bctter -%ili, cnginecring power makes an aque-
duct, bulds eservoirs, lays pipes, scnds atIt miasîmect
andi dweiling anad citamber, iith tbe least possible
cvii andi the largest amounit af comfont toalah. Sa it
as here in the malter ai aur wants and the chanaiels
tbrougla whicb davane love supplies them ; for in
Christ dite Siviour are "hti "-but wc shall yet sec
thern-ahl tbe Ircasures af wisdom andi knowlcdge.
Goati mon sec God's character in it-that ho is holy
and pitiful, for Ibis Son oi His suffcrs for. us, anti
makes goati aur def.tulîs. So tcey knaw Him.
Angels anake a study of Him in a ncw character
I'thraugh the cburch." Titey and we finti out what
Reasan did not wisper nom natt'xe disclos-that
" God is in Christ," rcconciing ttc werld unto Him.
self, flot imputlng unta us aur trespasses.

Noty, wbat mare do you want? WVby, that you
shnulti approach Got ns bholbas aranged, accept the
water ai lie wict Ho bringa, drink, andi live foever.
He calis Ibis " beliiving" the reversai ai Adani's first
folly and crime- and " obeyin g" thc gospel -whaî
Adam and n'a failed hiiterta la do. Ho calis it
I'faith.» Ho says that when %ve have Ibis faith vie
arc eccived int His famiiy, madte sons ai God, heirs
cf heaven. Ho pîctges bimsclf that if viewili eceive
thîs, His Representative, Roveaher, Ambassador,
Peacemaker, Miediator, or vibat else yeu caîl Hian,
Ho iili bc at pence iitît us, cast aur sins beitinti His
back andi give us a new beamî and a rigbl spirit.

Yet lio wili do nil this witout ignoring our eason,
or biotting oui aur xiii, onrnxaking us machines, or
îramipling an any ane of the lavis Ho imposed on aur
being al the beginning.

Now, wbat more viould I bave of you? Titis faitb.
Il %%ihi carry ail in ils train. Sec lte Christ of lte
Scriptures, and bave faith in Hlm. Yeum sin wiH bc
put away, and you wili know it in proportion as yeu
tomne ne.ar him. Sec Goti in Christ, anti you will
lave Hian, andi wisli te knovi Him botter. Study Ibis
trustd Christ, and you wili find He bas something
tu say la you ai boliness, anti cf a Spirit that makes
hloy. Titis meets youm craving for more God.hike-
ncss. Study titis Christ in tce Revelation, andi yeu
xiii finti this werld a great aena, in avi2h He is
viarring against na contemptible fos; nover mind
hnw ltefocs --sin, deatit, devils andi what nt-came
there. Titeir existence is no marc unlikely than
yoars. Badi spirits are no more incredible than bati
men. Titere they are, anti ho is bruising them under
lis feet. WVby, yeu say, as your eyes are epenoti,
that is my Saviour, thc Captain of My salvationl
Why shoulti I flot eniist under Him? Wouid ho lot
me help Him? I cannot strike bard, but Icaîz strike
for Hit. Non' you are a Christian, a sinner par-
doned, a son ai God, a Christian viorkor, and il ail
contes tbrough believing in Jesus.

"IBut ivhat about regeneration ?» Weil chiltiren in
bcing bain, do not think much about il. It is afer-
wards Ihat they inquire about il. Anti sa il is bore,
as you miay rememnher in the verses vihicit your
mroter, perhaps, matie you read sa, early, in John,
first chapten: «"As many as receiveti Him ta tem
gave He power la becomoe the sons of Gati, even la
as many as believed in Mis naine, vihich werc bain,
flot of bhoad, nom of thte viii of the flesb, nom of mian,
but of Goti." WVhat didt hey do? Receive, beieve
Him. What tappenedto athem? Tbcywere bora of
te xil ai God-born again, regenematoti. Wbien

tbey kncw il îboy foilowed Jesus, j oined the churcit,"
anti in the degrec in wtich they knew and loved i Hs
wiii, viere happy in doing i il lii hcy dicd, andt Ien,
thoar sorrovis endoti and thicr discipline endured, lhcy
%vent haine ta Him forever. Titis as vihat you lack,
my dear frienti. Theo scientîflc tinkers about re-
ligious truths, of course, must use scicntiflc languange,
and wili cali somne of thesc thtngs "Justification by
Fat;j" "Regoneration by ibe Holy Ghos ; »
" Grot in Grace,» etc.; anti sorme wil, vnthout
îhanking cf the meaning of the iverds, very ropraach-
fuily call aUi tis "dogmia;" but you nced net bc
iroubledt hercby. The tiang is that you live a life af
(at. Andthet basis of relgiaus faaih is God's Word,
andtheIx grcat abject held eut ta you,, by whlons you
ccettce Father, Is Christ, and with hath in Hint

cames love, and love makes obedience cbeerful, and
you Iearn îo repeit, after anc of the robiest Chrlstians
the world ever saw-" The lufe which 1 now live in
the flesh 1 livc by the faiîh af lte Son of Cod, wIIQ
lovcd me and ga ve Hiniself fer me," and the Il ife in
the flcsh »-lthat is, herc in thc body-wilI becof a
plece with that hereafter. Living or dying, you are
the Lord's. Absent froni the body ycu are present
with Hlm. And so Paul and John agreo, for "Paul-
ine," and Iljolianneatn,,I and IlPetine » Gospels are
German and ba.baric naines for parts cf our glorlaus,
harmonious whole, in which God is the gracious
Givet and mian the graloful ruceiver, wbose praiscs
go up, as God's guifs came down, Il taugh aur Lord
Jesus Christe-Dr. .7ohn Hall.

THE WORRY 0F LITTLE THINCS.

WVostood in the chîirch-porch after ait the congre-
galion itad gone out, and were talklng for a few mo-
mients in the lino of the sermon. XIt bd been about
the cultivation cf aur spiritual nature, and how lto
mass ai men forget and negiect it, andi live largely
and allen as if thcre were no such tbing belonging ta
thern. Said my friend, ns a bear glistened in ber oye:
IlDots it flot seem strange that so much of aur life
should boc asted in the perpetual t.bought ai little
things, while we have no lime or strce5gth 10 give ta
te larger ones ? Iow many are toil-%vorn, Iheir life
one long struggie barely tô live, tbc ane su premo and
necessary endeavour being ta gel enough la cal and
bc dlothed wth, ok ta fced or covcr those dependent
upon them 1 And then bnw this perpetuai pursuil
and occupation with smail tbings sometimes sceens la
make us grow smali."1

IlYes," I1 replied, Ilit dots appoar so at limes. To
bo watcbing tic pennies, to bc calculating whether
yau can afford la spend or nol this quarter of a dol-
lar, doos, ai fist glance, seem as if it would make us
growl ittie in soul. But look at il al around.

"lLie is made up af laîtle îhings-smail breatbs
and short heart-beaîs. Food and drinic are necessary,
and norsels make them. Yet aitbas often grieved me
la spend on a piece of beef large cnougb la feed the
fanîaly what woulct have beon sufficient to buy a book
full cf noble tboughs-the ane ta vanish fram humais
sight, the other t0 live boroyer. But the book cannot
bc caten and lte beef must be bougt : sa I bave put
the grief aside, paid thie price of the dinner, and scen
lte great tbougbts ail lost in the memry chit. of the
table from which the bcdf bas disappoared.

"But wbo shall say, after ail, this is net best?
Dealing with larger interests does not make ane grow
large. A man who is in te habit ai dealingwivth tons
of thousands, and has na necd ta watch a penny, allen
does tvatch it wth keener intcrest than even you or I
evor regard il. Someho%', the large dealings bave
flot mxade bim large; he even seems la bave shrunk
as ho touches tbem.

IlAnd freedom from Ibese little tbings of Rite, andi
Iisure la give one's self entirely ta higher lbings, do
flot practically tend ta form nobier chaacters nor
more beautiful lives. Look at monks or nuns. Titey
bave no came for %vhat lbey shall cal or wbat tbey
shahl drink; ttc prior or abbot wili take came cf ail
Ihat. They do flot even have ta lhink of what îhey
shall tvar; their ciothes are providod for, and the
fashion nover changes. They bave plenty cf lime ta
give ta religious tbings, andi yet bow smnhl îbey grew?
Very much smailem Ihan are ive who are tbrust eut
int the smal vorries of life.*------ -- 7-«----

"lNom doos contact witb these little tiings dwarf us.
AIl is in tbe way we bandle tent. 1 think that I
have seen greater lhîngs thraugh my microscope tban
I bave tbmough a telescope.

"lThe littho things, aftem ail, have a lifting power.
Tbey are ve m iall, but they are rnany a lime se
beavy tbat ail %ve can do is ta latter îvit.h tlacm ta
God. They came so fequenlly thal we have le carry
îhem allen, and sa we are allen brougbî near t:) Him.
They bave brought us. Surely Ibis is something.
Anti we would nat bave tbis expetience sa allten if it
weme not for the little things. To ho brougbî near la
God is not ta be madie small but great.

"lSa 1 îhink that il is just as vieil as il is. Lot lte
small îhings came, but lottlhem beckon or ev'en force
us îowardaur Father in beaven. Tbey are perpetuial,
andi se tity will make us pcpetually near. %Ve shal
in that ail-blessed contact expand ; wc shaU n ot catu.
tract as we are eoncerned with tueznt»

«'Geod gave us gract, for that,» my friend said as we
left lte church por&b-Rtw. W. 44k>mnDD.


