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The Cburcli thus places pmise on the samne ground as prayer; and as the min-
ister loads the latter, in wic tb pepout, 0 under bis direction, bis
"assistants" singý suhb tunes tbat the peoplo may witb faeility follow thoir lead

Lt is true, tlat sorne persone cannot sing, but many now sulent ivould, by
encouragement, acquire a pruetice of cbanting, inasrnucb ns the chants4 arc perma-
tient ; and also of singing the Psalms and lyînns, inasmuch as the ininibter
may confine lus -assisatants" to such tunies, thàt tbe congregation may becorne
familiar therewith.,

The Choir, then, are flot a substiu..ie, but assistants of the -minister and
people." They occupy a prointent position, anti bave grent influence on the con>-
gurega,.tion. l7hey are tu sing suitable lunes, wii becoming reverence. A.i to thec
lunes, you must have noticed that tbere is a dispoition~ to substitute the ligbit airs
of the day, for tbat solemn music suitable te the nîajesty of die'ine worship ; to
transfer te the churcb, with some modification, the pe-rformnanýes of tlîe thecatre and
drawing-room ; a di:position wbich is ibcreased, in that many pçrsonb corne to cliurcb
rnerely for the music, and- sueb musie ns is most agreoable te tbeir, own worldly
taste. And tben, again, the leader and other nieînbers of the Choir, having often
no beart for God's prayer, bave none for lis praise, and regard theilsinging rather
as an exhibition te man, than a sacrifice to God. Sometimes, aftcr the inost solînin
service, the pious members of the congrregation, witb the minister, are sbocked at
,orne waltz or quick stol), as tbougbia-ball were terniinated, instoad of sinners dis-
missed. But the Cliurcb, foreseeing the danger, wisely enjoins upon the minister
to - suppress ail ligbit and unseemily nmusic," and thus by bis selction of w/wt is
to ho sung, a*nd (if neeessary) the accoînpanyingy lunes, suitable music is eecured,
if he do his duly.

The music, however, inay be very appropriate, and yet tbe Choir'set a very'
bad example. A modern writcr tbus explains :-"l Even at the present tinte, te
my certain knowledgce, tbere are Choirs in our Churcli to wbicb a pious eburchnian
cannot ,resort, withotqt being pained witbi the most palpable violations botb of
deeency and reveorence on the part of some of the principal pefformers. Ln this,
tbe orgQnist is discussing tbe morits of sotue speculation with sonie friend, perbaps
the leader, during the reading of prayers. Ln that, during the sermon, one is turn-
ing the leaves of a musio-book, ànd witb a (bardly) suppressed wlîistle, studying
some new piece for rehearsal. In another, a member does not thinll it neeessary te
remain during the sermon; but, as soon as singing is over, will take up bis bat and
leave the eburcli." And you yourself riiust bave noticed laughing, talking, net
conforming te the pestures, but walking about and sitting wben tho congregation
knelt, and a general regarding of the two Lessons only as convenient pauses for
fanding the places, aid other improprieties. In addition to tbis, there is a peculiar
disposition te IRRITABILITY, se that oJèence is taken from some supposed sliglit,
because-li4elh a tune is sung, or spxeh an one is not sung; because a book was not
offered, or a prominQnt seat retahied-,some wiIl beave witbout any apparent cause,) and somf churches are bappy that they have flot a yearl3, rupture.

Now this lias a most pernieious efibcq upon tbe Choir mnembers themselves; for
it is a law of our nature, that the practice of religious duties, without their proper
spirit, bas a peeuliarly hardening influence on the mind. Lt tonds, moreover, te
grieve God, who comnplained that Ris " people drew nigbh witb their lijus, while
their bearta were afar off," and who regards " the mu1titulge of sacrifices,' without
" cpure bauds, " as "1vain oblations" and " abominations. " Moreover, while ail
sin disqualifies for Heaven, irrevereat praise peculiarly doos se, becaube the pria-
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